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HE tragical death of the dutch- 
EN eſs of Orleans, threw the whole 
—— kind into the afflic- 
ad. This is not ſaying enough, all 
Aurope moutned on chat occaſion, and 1 


may juſtly affirm, that no one was more 
2 upon that account, than m 
ſelf. This princeſs had been long at vari 
ance with her conſort, occaſioned by the 
_ Chevelier de Lorain, whoſe hiſtory is ſo 
well known, that I need not take notice 
of itinthis place. Fame added, that this 
| domeſtic miſunderſtanding was greatly 
increas'd, by the frequent viſits the French 
King paid his ſiſter- in- la w. The duke 
of Orleans, tho? of a feeble conſtitution, 
was yet animated with very ſtrong paſ- 
ſions, ſo that he grew jealous of her; and 
the voyage which her Grace his conſort 
had made juſt before to England, in order 
to have an interview in that country with 
King Charlesand the duke of ort her bro- 
thers, very much heightned the fatal ſuſpi- 
cions of her huſband. Her bloom of youth, 
and her exquiſite beauty, were circumſtan- 
ces no ways adapted to weaken the impreſ- 
fion they made. Nevertheleſs, the only 
defign of this voyage, notwithſtanding 
the myſterious. conſtructions which were 
put vpon ir, was to ſtrengthen the inte- 
Teſt of France by its uniting with England ; 
and accordingly a treaty was concluded 
between the two Crowns, which declared 
war againſt the United-Provinces.- But | 
_ what B not jcalouſy capable of! TE 
diſeaſe, all the ſymptoms of which are ſo 


furious, 
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furious, rouzes every faculty of the ſoul, 
and prepares it for the blackeſt deſigns, and 
the moſt enormous crimes. It eclipſes 
the judgment, or at leaſt darkens it very 
much. It diſguiſes every object; repre- 
ſents innocence and virtue under the image 
of guilt and deceit; and the moſt vir- 
tuous conduct paſſes for infidelity, Is 
not this aſſertion prov'd by the ſurpriz- 
ing change this ſilly paſſion wrought in 
the heart of the unhappy Fanny ? Tas on 
ſuch foundations as theſe the publick did 
not doubt bur that the too amiable dutch- 
eſs of | Orleaxs had been poiſon'd. | This 
is ſaid to have accaſion'd her death; but 
ſurely nothing can be more unjuſt, than 
to affirm things the truth of which we 
know but imperfectly. 910 

Al I can ſay on this occaſion is, that 
her Grace's ſudden death depriv'd me of 


the only protection I could boaſt of in that 


court. The Jeſuit, whoſe viſits I had 
admitted, merely out of reſpe& to that 
Princeſs, had now no further obſtacle leſt, 
to prevent his executing the vengeance he 
meditated. Twas indeed a very cruel 


dne, but then it produced a felicity I 


ſhould never have enjoy'd, had it not been 
for an unforeſeen accident. : 
The wounds which the perfidious Gelin 
had given me, were not mortal; and as 
* A 3 I was 


6 The Life of 

I was in the hands of a very able ſurgeon, 
I did not doubt of a fpeedy cure. Mr. 
de R. had not laid aſide his of 

tting me divorc'd from Fanny, in or- 

er that I might be united with his lovely 
daughter; but had diſpoſed every thing 
with ſo much diligence and ſucceſs, that 
my recovery was the only circumſtance 
wanting to compleat this important affair, 
ſo ſtrongly deſired by all parties. How- 
ever, the Jeſuit had like to have quite put 


a ſtop to it. As the ſociety, of which 


he was a member, were all- powerful at 
that time, it was not difficult for him to 
get an order from court, to force away 
Cecilia, and throw her into a convent. 
The principles both of his morality and 
religion bore a great affinity to the black« 
eſt crimes: Accordingty, he was impow- 
., er'd to carry her off, and commanded to 
undertake the entire converſion of his pre- 
tended proſelyte. The Jefuit had had 
time ſufficient to form his ſeveral projects. 
We now began not to be ſo reſerv'd, with 
regard to the retirement of Mademoi- 
ſelle R; nor was it any longer a ſecret in 
my family; ſo that he might very eaſily 
rob me of the object my ſoul fo dearly 
priz'd, in order to ſacrifice it to his brutal 
deſires. He till frequented my houſe; 

and the unhappy accident which _ - 
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V. CiBgvEL4NnD: 7 
fallen me, ſerv'd as a ſpecious pretence to 
his importunities. Now, ſince I con- 
fider'd him as the man, to whoſe good 
offices I was obliged for the paſſio Ce- 
cilia had for me; could Lever ſuſpect he 
would have been guilty of the abomi- 
nable action J am going to relate? +p 

One day; after having diſcours'd an 
hour with me, he left me abruptly; 
ſtruck into the embower'd part of my gar- 
den, and there, very unfortunately for 
me, met with the charming Cecilia. His 
deſign was to carry her off privately, for 
which he now had but too favourable an 
opportunity. Accordingly he ran up to 
her before the had cline to eſcape, 3551 
began to ſooth her with ſoft, inſinuating 
words. He addreſſed himſelf in ſuch a 
manner, as gave her to underſtand, that 
I was privy to this opportunity he had 
taken to meet and converſe with her. 
He then congratulated her on the inten- 
ded marriage,and wiſhed her all the joy and 
felicity that ſtate can poſſibly give. He 
was ſo profound a hypocrite, as to o 
her all the ſervice in his power; and, 
continuing to entertain her with ſoft, inſi- 
nuating words, he led her to an outlet of 
the park, where ſome perſons, compleatiy 
arm'd, with a coach attending them, 
waited for him. This innocent victim 

N 944 having 


„1h t 
renn 1 ey; | 
FINE ſuffer'd herſelf to be conducted to 
the place of ſacrifice; and ſeeing four 
perſons come forward very faſt, whoſe 
| vg was but too obvious; Heavens 
cried ſhe, I am betray*d. She then en- 
deavour'd to fly back to my houſe, but 
the villain catch'd hold of her; gave her 
up to his ruffians; and theſe thruſting her 
55 the coach, they all went off immedi- 
Ately. 
A ſervant happen'd to be ſpectator of 
| this ſad ſcene, who thereupon returned | 
back, with the utmoſt ſpeed, to alarm 
=  - me family. The moment Mr, de R. 
E heard the news, he fell into a dreadful. 
| paſſion, and did not conſider the danger 
to which he was going to expoſe himſelf, 
Immediately he began to rail at the clergy | 
in general; and was ſo greatly exaſpe- 
rated, that he did not ſpare the Pope 
himſelf, He reſolv'd to purſue the ra- 
viſher of his daughter that inſtant; how- 
ever, I repreſented to him, but to no 
purpoſe, that in an affair of ſo much 
conſequence, he ought to take ſuch reſo- 
Tutions only as were the reſult of wiſdom. 
and prudence; that certainly the Je- 
ſuit had not attempted ſo bold an action 
without an order from the higher pow- | 
| ers: That the beſt thing he could do 
| would be, to addreſs the King; to _ 
488 8 . Pioy 
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Mr. CLEVELAND. 9 


ploy all his credit with his friends, in or- 
der to get his daughter reſtor'd to him» 
I obſery*d further, that I was as great a 
loſer on this occaſion as himſelf, but that 
it would be impoſſible for me, (in the dee 

affliction with which I was ſeiz'd) to aſ- 
ſiſt him. However, that heaven would 
not abandon our juſt cauſe, but would 
revenge it on the Jeſuit, whoſe treachery 
or falſe zeal had prompted him to com- 
mit ſo deteſtable an action. I added, 
the King is ſo gracious, that he will not 
fail to do us juſtice, of which I have had 
the ſtrongeſt teſtimonies in my adven- 
tures of Saumur and Angers. e are ſa 
near the court, that I would adviſe you to 
go this moment and throw. your ſelf at 
his Majeſty's feet. E | 
In giving him this advice, in the view 
of ſoothing his ſorrows, I put the utmoſt 
conſtraint upon my ſelf; for alas! I loſt 
what, at that time, form'd my greateſt 
felicity. ' I loſt the lovely Cecilia, whoſe 
exquiſite charms had often. calm'd the 
remembrance of my former misfortunes. 
Cecilia! my adorable Ceclia;! I loſe thee, 
thou who. wert to. compleat my happi- 


ness... What tortures did I not feel !. and 


yet,, I'did all that lay in my pawer. to 


appear eaſy and undiſturb'd. Heaven 
thou only knoweſt the cruel pangs. this 


caſt me. KA 4ͤ;ü 


Nevertheleſs, Mr. de R. imagining,  ? 
that the tranquillity I affected was a proof 
of my indifference, reproached me in the 
ſevereſt terms upon that account, and JF ® 
thereupon, mounting his horſe in a h 
very abrupt manner, attended by one | © 
ſervant only, and but indifferently arm'd, 
he rode after the Jeſuit. He came up 
with him the next day, when drawing 
out a piſtol, he flew towards the ruffians 
who guarded the coach, and laid one of 
them dead upon the ſpot. The ruffians 
upon this charg'd him in their turn, and 
immediately ſhot him. His ſervant, who | 
alſo had received ſeveral wounds, ſeein 
this,  return'd back, but with the utm 
difficulty, to acquaint us with the ſad 
news. I very poſſibly might have met 
the fame fate, had = wounds, which 
gu had enflam'd, ſuffer'd me to follow | 
Mr. de R. in order to reſcue my dear, too 
lovely Cecilia. 41 14 F 15 16300 
Severe law! cruel neceſſity! I now | 
had no hopes of conſolation left. The 
abſence of my Cecilia, and the death of 
her father, threw me into inexpreſſible 
agonies. She was as dear to me as my 
foul, and I was no leſs dear to her. ö 
ſad, — o"—_ _— call'd up a 
numberleſs multi of gloomy images. 
in my ſoul. Gelin's proſecation encreag'd 


'=O9OODPHO mc PP ATSFoOoOg PEE nes Q 


} * 3/6 got her 


OOO OT OO gn we 


Mr. CLEYELAND. 11 
my woes. I was firmly perſuaded, that. 
his depoſitions, before the magiſtrates of 
St. Chud, would make me appear infa- 
mous to the whole kingdom. ens! 
how dreadful was the ſituation I was 
then in. 


Audiger, the canon, who had intros 


J duced the infamous Gelin into m 11 


was of ſervice to me, in the de 
to diſcover the ſtate of 105 a. 

only was preſent when that vil 

ligated me, and was oblig'd to je. pt b. 
count of it to the magiſtrates. Th 
eſteem he had Sig and his intimacy 
with the N of theſe, made me re- 


ſolve to m, in order to diſcoyer 
what Ce pad de d ge 


2 10 met regard to the 


carrying off of Fanny. This the 
could eaſily do, and be told me, 
how great was my aſtoniſhment at wh 


I heard!) that the wretch having oy 


ſeſled his crimes y ĩthout the leaſt alle 
bad declared, that neither his pra ers nor 


; EGAN FE aſe, to engage t dear, 


Re Te anny to i ſatiate his 2 gt 5 
Words can never A 
hen which this news rais'd in my te th | 
In an inſtant, I eu der the 2 dor d 
cher, and thought 
3 but my dear, dear unhapp 
She alone I d cyery facy by 


12 ye Liſe 
df my ſoul. What the reader has read 
on this ſubject in the preceding volumes, 
; ſhows clearly, that my tenderneſs was only 


ſuſpended ; and that I in vain endeavoured | 


to ſuppreſs the paſſion for her, which 


too virtuous parents, ever to deceive me. 
Her fentiments were all fo pure, ſo chaſte, 
that I have not the leaſt grounds to ſuſ- 


pect her of infidelity, Her withdrawing | 


to Chaillotis a ftrong teſtimony of her inno- 
cence.... No! cried Ithe fame inſtant; 
ſhe*s'guilry. The infamous creature has 
| betray'd me. She forſakes me, merely 


to give her ſelf up to the embraces of the 
moſt wicked of men! ſhe forſakes the 
fruits of our love, her two ſons whom 
ſhe ought to idolize! ſhe croſſes the ſea | 


| with her adutterer?- She}... my voice 


now faifd me, and had 1 not been fa- 


vour'd with immediate aſſiſtance, death 


would have put an end to all my misfor- 


tunes. * 
Neither Mrs. Lallin nor my ſiſter-in- 
lay ſufpected the true cauſe of this acei- 


dent. I had conversd alone with the 


could 


canon. The conſolation they gave me 


was ſtill conceal'd in my breaſt. I ſought | 
for. reaſons to ſtrengthen the depoſition of | 
Gelin, and ſecure to my ſelf the virtue of 
my Fanny. She, would I ſay to my ſelf, 
lov'd me too well, and is ſprung from | 
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| Mr. CLEVELAND. 13 
could not fail of being pernicious, as 
awak'd the remembrance of Cecilia. 
Alas ! ſaid I to them with a faint tone. of 
voice, the remedies you give only in- 
flame my diſeaſe. Speak to me of my all- 
lovely — z aflure me that ſhe is inno- 
cent: prove to me that I may again unite 
with this ſweet creature, without injuring 
my honour. Fanny; my adorable Fanny! 
pardon my injurious ſuſpicions, /: ,- |; 
Never were people ſeiz*d with ſo much. 
conſternation as Mrs. Lallin and my ſiſter- 
in-law. They could not comprehend what 
all this meant; and J was ſo confus'd, 
that it was impoſſible for me to give the 
leaſt explication on this head. Fhey 
therefore imagined,. that all heard 
was a chimera ; the effect of a fever, of 
— or of * at KI . 
Inever ſpent a more dreadful night among 
the BO of America, than 3 which 
followed this gloomy day, and inexpreſ- 
ſible were the ſtruggleswithwhich.my heart 
was tortured, It now endeavoured to juſ- 
tify Fanny, and would ſtill love her; and 
the next moment ſtrove, but all in vain, 
to quite forget her. One moment I was 
perſuaded of my wite's innocence, and 
the next, abhorred her; ignorant as L was 
of the motives of her behaviour. Had I. 
that. bar- 
barous 


<4 


could tempt 


or rather confeſs, too cruel Fanny, 


barous wretch a juſt occaſion to forſake 
me, I ſhould not think wy ſelf ſuffici; 

ed the laſt 
drop of my blood at her feet. Were 
there .zuſt grounds for me to accuſe the 
villain Gelin of a rape, I then might be 
allowed to take her again, after the ex- 
ample of Lord Axminſter. But, too trea- 
cherous wife! was not my whole heart 
yours, and yours only? Were not 
the delight, the charm of my life ? What 
you to forſake a huſband 
who ador'd your every action? to leave 
children whom you ought: to have con- 
fider'd as the deareſt pledges of his love? 
Was it not from choice, was it not from 


ciples that you left my bed at St. Helena, 
to fly into the dereſied arms of Gelin, 


that traitor, that falſe friend, whoſe crimes, 


ten thouſand deaths could never expiate? 
Wipe off, if thatbe poſlible, 3 
vou are guilty z that you are an eternal 
reproach to an adoring husband; to the 
tendereſt of children, and to your whole 
family. Your ſeducer owns, that he only 


is:guilty. He proteſts in the moſt ſo— 
lemn manner, that you are innocent. But 
reaſon to ſuſpect, chat 


have I not juſt 
Chis is a new Gime, ——— 
DTC - e 


inclination, nay from the looſeſt of prin- 
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Mr. CLEVELAND. 16: 
made by this abominable wretch, 
to heighten my confuſion, - and nee 4 
my diſgrace? Juſt Heavens ! endue me- 
with ſtrength ſufficient to ſupport ſuch a 
multitude of calamities !. , .. Or rather end 
at once the rigours of my fate. 
The light of the fun, ſo far from leflen- 
ing my torments, ſerv'd only to increaſe- 
them. I wiſh'd from m ſoul never to 
behold the day-light again, or elſe to be 
once more buri 
ſolitudes of Rumnoy- Hole, in which I had 
paſgd- eaſy and undiſturb'd, the moſt 
happy days of my life. In thetranſportsof 
my Pf 1 par d neicher Mrs. Riding nor 
Axminſter, but accus'd them both, 


Jas having been the cauſe of all my miſe 


fortunes. *T'was, would I ſay tomy ſelf, 
their fatal advice which engaged me to. 


rave my thrice happy retirement: *T'was 


they plung'd me into the abyſs of misfor- 
tes from which death only can extri- 
cate me. Deceitful charms of my faith- 
leſs Fanny, added I, you are the inex- 

hauftable ſource of all my torments ! 
Theſe plaints into which I w_ my 
fobs, my fighs and faſt-flowing TOs 

did not permit me to conſider chark 
people round me z no, my agitations were 
too violent; but a little after I felt, on a 
ſudden, ſofter emotions ſucceed theſe fu- 
| rious 


in the: — é 


* 


rious tranfports, ſo that I fell into a kind 
of . by which means I got a little 


my ſleep. (which was but ſhort) 
mechought. Ie ſaw the ghoſt of Lord Ax- 
minſter, or rather fancied I ſawand heard 
that nobleman himſelf, who chiding me 
in the ſevereſt terms, for having contri- 
buted to the diſhonour of his family, re- 
me for the tenderneſs; he had 
always indulged me, and aſſur'd me that 
his ter was innocent. I would ne- 
ver, cried the ſhade, forgive you, were 
I not ſenſible that your conduct is owi 
to your indiſcretion rather than to vi 
lainy ; and that the treachery of a faith- 
leſs friend, has involv'd you in all the 
calamities you complain of. 

+ But tis ſtill in your own power to be 
happy. Haſte then ro the telicity 
which awaits you. | 
I never. was one of thoſe Hoh minds 
who! have a ſuperſtitious credulity with 
regard to dreams; and yet, I be ſo 
ingenuous as to confeſs, that this viſion 
made a ſtrong impreſſion on my mind, 
I thereupon the ſeveral * of 
id and endea voured to affix them to the 
circumſtances of my preſent. condition. 
I would have aſcribed the cauſe of them 


| er of the animal ſpirits, * 


Mr. CL.xvEDAND. 17 
when the body is diſſolv'd in ſleep, repre- 
fent the moſt Cad nt Bean 00 — 
imagination. Conſidering the ſituation 1 
was then in, this fuppoſition could not 
but agree with the common fyſtem of 
naturaliſts: but, after conſidering this 
matter very ferioufly, I thought my ſelf, 
obliged to abandon it, from a belief that 
it was not built on a ſolid foundation 
enough; and at laft perſuaded my ſelf, 
that there was ſomething fupernatural in 
my dream. I ſought to folve it, from 
= _ 3 _ and would 
e, that GG $ t proper 

to eſtabliſh certain ſpirits, x9 that theſe 
are the occaſional cauſes of the condu& 
of men with regard to certain events. I 
muſt no longer wonder, ſaid I to my ſelf, 
that the 9 of grandeur or of 
vity, are not found in the images 
Shih admoniſk us in dreams. Whether 
they be confus'd or childiſh z whether 
they vary according to time, place, and 
the conſtitution of perſons ; all this ought 
not to ſurprize thoſe who know how 
greatly human creatures are limited; and 
the obſtacles which occaſional cauſes of 
various kinds muſt reciprocally make. 
Do not I my ſelf experience every day, 
that the ſoul and body traverſe one ano- 
ther mutually in the courſe of the opera- 


tions 
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tions which are peculiar to them? An in- 
telligence which ſhould act on our bodies 
as well as minds, muſt neceſſarily meet 
with divers obſtacles in the laws, which 
eſtabliſh theſe two principles; and theſe 
are the occaſional cauſes of certain ef- 
ts. I confeſs, that dreams are infl» 
nitely leſs myſterious than the vulgar 
imagine; but on the other ſide, EF believe 
they are a little more ſo; than certain 
Philoſophers will allow. Hiſtorians of all 
ages and nations have related ſo many 
extraordinary particulars, with regard to 
dreams, that ſuch as ſcoff abſplutely at 
every thing of this kind, are ſuſpected ei. 
ther of inſincerity, or of ſuch an incapa« 
city as will not allow them to diſcern 
clearly the — of the proofs. An 
inveterate prepoſſeſſion, or a certain caſt 
of mind they received from nature, throws 
a deep cloud over their underſtandings, 
when they attempt to compare the rea- 
ſons pro and cen: But as for my ſelf, I 
will endeavour to be more reaſonable, and 
to explain this profound myſtery of na- 
ture, according to the moſt ſolid prin- 
eiples. I am perſuaded, that ſome dreams 
really. prognoſticate futurity. Now, God 
only pierces into futurity z conſequently. 
he is the firſt cauſe of theſe dreams which 
exhibit to us things which are to happen 


herea 


Mr. CLxvELAND 19 
hereafter. But then, he is not the imme- 
diate cauſe on this occaſian, and here fol- 
lows the manner in-which I conceive this. 
. myſtery; All creatures in general are 
linked to, and intimately united with, 
the author of their exiſtence, in like man- 
ner as they are linked to one another, by 
ſimple and general laws. By theſe God: 
xreſerves them; all things that exiſt are 
equally ſubje& to theſe laws, and death. 
only deſtroys a certain mode of exiſting, 
According to theſe principles, I can con- 
ceive that God may, if he pleaſes, em- 
ploy, to give me certain informations, 
fuch or ſuch creatures, who exiſt no more 
corporally, under the ſame form in which 
they appear'd in their life-time. For, 
the deſtruction of a mode of exiſting, 
does not deſtroy the relation which crea- 


tures, by their exiſtence, bear to one 


another, by virtue of the general laws 
which link them together, and unite them 
to the ſupreme Being. | 
This ſeries of reaſoning appeared to me 
ſo ſolid, that I concluded l ought not to 
neglect my dream. Overlooking there- 
fore, the reproachful, harſh terms where- 
in the viſion ſpoke, which at firſt gave- 
me great uneaſineſs; I conſidered that 
part of it only which related to my wife's 
innocence, and how I might beſt W 


\ 
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ſelf wy: Upon this my mind n 
to be much calmer; and 3 
defir*d my ſiſter. in · lay to ſend my two 
ſons often to viſit their mother at Chᷣaillot. 
I ſpent ſome days in revolving on the two 
otects of my dream, which had fixed 
my ideas. I quite obliterated the re- 
membrance of my paſſion for Cecilia; and 
In caſe I kappen -l to think of her, twas 
only to indulge her a few tears of com- 
ong2 [5 

At this n was viſited by Mr. de 
Groot, who was come into France with 
the character of Embaſſador of the United- 
Provinces, in order to prevent the war 
with which they were threatned. This, 
great man having heard talk of me, paid 
mea viſit, but from no very conſiderable 
a motive, in outward a After 
the firſt compliments, he told me that 
he was very fond of perſons who made 
deep reflections; who argued with great 
juſtneſs, and were not ſlaves to any ſyſ- 
tem of thinking, till they had fre exa- 
min'd them all. He then told me, that 
T had the character of one of thoſe ratio- 
nal beings, whoſe number is ſo very 
fmall ; and that nothing could give him 
fo much pleaſure, or contribute ſo greatly 
to his improvement as my company. 
This En end ſuch an amiable 


frankneſs 
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frankneſs in his behaviour, and ſo much 
humanity in his countenance, that I could 

not refuſe him my eſteem. I found, by 

ſome words he let drop, that he came to 

viſit me from a very important motive. 

He had been told, that the late dutcheſs 

of Orleans had honoured me with her 
friendſhip; and I paſs'd at court for an 

- Engliſh gentleman of very great impor- 

. My — to St. led, 
appeared affected and myſterious, be- 

cauſe the real deſign of it was not known. 

Mr. de Groot, who was very much pre- 

judic'd in my favour, tho? he had never 4 
ſeen me before, aſked me: whether I con- 

tinued to correſpond with the Britif = 
Court? His deſign was, to make me in- 
ſtrumental in reconciling King Charles 
with the States-General. This was the 
chief object of all the Dulch politicians; 
for in caſe they could have broke the al- 
liance between Lewis the XIV. and that 
Prince, the former would not have been 
fo. formidable to them. I anſwer'd Mr. 
de Groot very ſincerely, that Iwas wholly 
unacquainted with the arts of Courts, 
and had never endeayour'd to penetrate 
into the myſteries of them, He ſeem'd 
to doubt the truth of what I ſaid, but 
- expreſs'd himſelf on this occaſion in fo 
delicate, ſo obliging a manner, that! 
159 0 8 could 
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could not be diſpleas'd with him, and af- 
ter this he — that topick no more. 
had feveral interviews with Mr. de'Gyov! 
during the 8 16713 and in a viſit 
which I paid him about the expiration 
of his embaſſy, we diſcours'd on the war 
which was upon the point of being de- 
clar d againſt his country. The fate of 
Kings, ſaid this gentleman, is more to be 
pitied than that of any other men. Their 
true virtue conſiſts in mak ing their ſub- 
zects happy z but ſuch as have an incli- 
nation to do this often have it not in their 
power. A thouſand paſſions divert them 
— itz and thoſe of their favourites and 
- miniſters, are of ſtill more aan 
confequence. A war, which in al] 

bability will be very bloody, is juſt ready 
to — out; the only cauſe of which, 
is, the envy that Louvois bears to Col- 
bert; a circumſtance I diſcover'd in the 
courſe of my embaſſy, This is making 
war for war's ſake, and nothing can be 
more repugnant to the laws of nature. 
The United-Provinces, however, will not 
act from ſuch unjuſt principles. We 
ſhall be obliged to defend our liberties by 
force of arms, ſince tis we who ſhall be 
-invaded. + The war will therefbre, 
tegard to us, be juſt, becauſe all law. 
6 divine, impower a nation, 
3. when 
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f. when unjuſtly attacked, to defend them- 
e. ſelves; and this will oblige us to take up 
„arms againſt creatures Hike our ſelves. 
i Too fatal neceſſity! What a ſhame is 
it to human nature, that war ſhould 
be unavoidable on ſome occafions! The 
King of France, doubtleſs, does not con- 
or ider, that he is going to eclipſe his glory 
for ever; and that his miniſters, by thus 
ir! ſoothing his ambition, will draw down 
b. innumerable evils on his own ſubjects, 
i. and on his own neighbours. I will con- 
ir fes, replied I to Mr. de Groot, my ſtu- 
dies and reflections have taught me, 
ig chat the calamities of war exhauſt a 
as ſtate; and frequently drag it to the 

very brink of deſtruction, even when the 
molt ſhining victories are gain d. How 
advantageouſly ſoever a people may en- 
gage in a war, they yet are uncertain, 
whether they may not be expoſed to the 
moſt tragical reverſes of fortune before 
tis ended: tho? they have all the advan- 
ages imaginable at the giving battle, 
nevertheleſs the leaſt milkeckoning, a 
panniek fear, the meereſt trifle in the 
world may diſpoſſeſs them of the victory 
they till then had gain'd, and ſhift it to 
the enemy. Tho' a people ſhould keep 
| ctory chaih'd, as it were, in their own 
on | up» tlity yet deſtroy chemſelves in 
— deſtroying 
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deſtroying an enemy; they depopulate 
his country, they prevent its being culti- 
vated, and ſtop the current of trade. But 
a much worſe circumſtance is, the beſt 
laws ate thereby weakned, and an almoſt 
general depravation ſucceeds. „ peo- 
ple no longer apply themſelves to learn- 
ing, and neceſſity obliges them to tole- 
rate ſuch a licentiouſnels as is of pernici- 
ous conſequence to the army: Juſtice, 
policy, all ſuffer from this havock. A 
King, who ſheds the blood of ſo many 
men, and is the cauſe of ſo many evils, 
merely for the ſake of acquiring glory, 
or to extend the boundaries of his domi- 
nions, is unworthy the glory he pants 
after; and delerves to loſe what he is poſ- 
ſeſſed of, for his endeavouring to aſarp 
what did not belong to him. ith what 
blind fury are mortals poſſeſs'd, they 
who are allowed ſo few years of life upon 
the earth, and theſe years too, ſo wretched, 
To miſerable! Why then ſhould we add 
ſo many woes to thoſe which are inſepa- 
'rable fe life? Mankind are brethren, 
and yet they tear one another to pieces! 
-ſuch Americans as devour their captives, 
fill our ſouls with horror; but are we 
Tefs, cruel than thoſe Cannibals? Do not 
we exerciſe. greater. barbarity than wild 
beaſts? Thele attack thoſe animals onl 
* 148 HALL = on? { 58 hi 
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which are of a different ſpecies from them- 
ſelves: But man, in ſpite of the reaſon with 
which Heaven has illuminated him, per- 
petrates ſuch horrid acts as are unheard of 
among lions and tygers. I again ob- 
ſerve, wherefore are theſe wars? is there 
not earth enough on this Globe for 
the uſe of men; nay much more than 
will be poſſible for them to cultivate ? 
What! ſhall a vain idea, an empty title 
of conqueror; a refuſal to ſtrike to an ad- 
miral, the jealouſy which one miniſter 
bears to another | the ſtupid inſolence of 
a News-writer ! ſhall, I ſay, ſuch trifling 
motives light up the firebrand of war, and 
ſpread the moſt dreadful havock in wide- 
extended countries! How unreaſonable a 
creature is man | to ſatiate the glory, the 
vanity, the jealouſy, and the revenge of 
an all-powerful miniſter? Muſt whole 
countries ſuffer ; muſt they be deyoured 
by ſurrounding flames ; and muſt, what- 
ever eſcapes fire and ſword, be deſtroyed 
by the more cruel jaws of famine? And 
all this, merely to ſooth the glory, as 
"tis falfly call'd, of one man, who makes 
mankind his ſport, and ſpreads univerſal 
deſolation! How monſtrous is this glo- 
ry! ſhould not Kings therefore be very 
cautious how they engage in war! *tis 
not enough that it be juſt, but it muſt 
Ay. B alſo 
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alſo be neceſſary. Part of a nation's 
blood ought never to be ſhed but in cafes 

of the moſt extreme neceſſity, that is, to 

ferve a nation. Neverthelef, flattering 
counſels, a falſe idea of grandeur, vain 
jealouſies, an inſatiable avidity, covered 
with ſpecious pretences, engage Kings in- 
ſenſibly in wars which render them unhap- 
_ Þy; and prompt them to hazard all things 
without the leaſt neceſſity for their fo do- 
ing; which prove as fatal to their ſub- 
jects as to their enemies; and which, at 
laſt, cauſe them to be conſider'd as the 
| ſcourges, the horror of mankind. Mr. 
de Groot ſeem'd vaſtly delighted to hear 
me argue in this manner. 

But to return to my own hiſtory, after 
begging pardon for this long digreſſion. 
The inſtant my wounds were heal'd, I 
waited upon the magiſtrates of St. Cloud, 
and obtained from them leave to ſee Ge- 
lin, in company with two truſty perſons, in 
order that they might be witneſſes to what 
he ſhould declare. Being come into the 

lace where that wretch lay ; a few hours 

ence, ſays he, I ſhall ſuffer an ignomi- 
nious death. This, my crimes have juſtly 
merited ; the only thing I regret is, that 
I did not fill up the meaſure of them, by 
murdering you; and no words can ex- 
preſs my deſpair, when I reflect * 
| WI 
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will again be united with the lovely, the 
chaſte Fanny. I could not prevail with 
my ſelf to inſult this miſerable wretch, 
for that would have been mean ; but was 


even ſo generous, as to wiſh very ſin- 


cerely, that it had been in my r to 
ſecure him from the ignominy of the pu- 
niſhment he ſo juſtly deſerv'd. He had 
carried off my wife, he had ſtabb'd me in 
my own houſe; and yet my heart, quite 
different from that of other men, whiſ- 
red me that Gelin had been my friend. 
had murdered my brother; but on 

the other ſide I could not blot from my 
memory, that he had ſav'd his life in the 
colony of St. Helena. I Therefore intreated 
him to calm his tranſports, and to inform 
me of the reaſons why I had incurred his 
hatred. I hate you, replied he immedi- 
ately; and your preſence is horror to 
me, becauſe | betrayed you, and the cha · 
ſtity of your wife prevented my reaping 
the fruits of my treachery. Saying this, 
he related the ſeveral artifices he had em- 
ployed at the Havanna, in order to in- 
ipire Fanny with jealouſy, and her great 
credulity on this occaſion, The moment, 
continued he, I had perſuaded your wife, 
that your heart was divided betwixt her 
and Mrs. Lallin; I obſerved, that it was 


her duty to abandon you, and not be a 


B 2 ſpectator 
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ſpectator of your ſhocking incontinence. 
She hinted to me, that ſhe was very de- 
firous of retiring to France, and there 
immure herſelf in ſome convent. Find- 
ing her in chis reſolution, I offered her 
my ſervice; and notwithſtanding the pro- 


digious reluctance ſhe diſcovered upon 


this occaſion, I yet acted my part with 
ſo much cunning and diſſimulation, that 
the at laſt complied 3; and we concerted 
the whole affair at the Havanna. Scarce 
a woman in the world but would fall a 
ſacrifice to hypocriſy when artfully con- 
ducted. Now, your wife is in the bloom 
of life, ſhe had very little experience, by 
which means it was no difficult matter to 
ſeduce her ; not to mention, that the jea- 
louſy which I had either wak'd in her 
foul, or very much ſtrengthned, would 
not permit her to reflect on the ſad conſe- 
quences that muſt inevitably attend the 


execution of the advice I gave her. How- 


ever, we had not been above one day 
at ſea, but ſhe was ſenſible to all the hor- 
rors of my counſels ! ſhe was ſeiz'd with 
ſuch deep deſpair, that I was afraid her 
laſt hour was nigh. I therefore was o- 


bliged to ſuppreſs my/ guilty deſires (for 
I acknowledge them to be ſuch) and could 
not be urgent with her td ſatisfy them, 
tho? this was death to me. Beſides, the: 


ſhin, 
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ip, now ſailing on the high ſeas, was 
not àa proper place to attempt her chaſti- 
ty. I thereſore ſuſpended my deſign, till 
ſuch time as we ſhould be landed in Spain; 
for notwithſtanding the inexpreſſible aver- 
ſion ſhe now had for me, I yet thought 
it would, then, not be very difficult for 
me to triumph over her virtue, We had 
landed at Corunna (the Groyn) juſt as 
you came into the harbour. I need not 
tell you what happened at that time. 
Your wife ſeeing me dangerouſly woun- 
ded, ſtole away, and it was not till long 
afterwards that I heard ſhe went for- 
France. But the moment I heard this 
news, I followed her, and made the ſtricteſt 
ſearch for her in ſeveral Provinces, but 
all to no purpoſe, At laſt, I heard of 
you at Paris; and was told at St. Cloud, 
that your wife was in a convent at Chail- 
lot. I us'd my utmoſt endeavours to get 
a ſihgt of her, but all in vain, Upon 
this 1 addreſſed my ſelf to the chaplain, 
and entreated him to give me a recom- 
mendation, in order_to my being intro- 
duced into your houſe ; aſſuring him, 
that I had found out a method, and 
that an infallible one, to prevent your 
intended marriage with Cecilia, and to 
unite you again with Fanny. This was a 
circumſtance he paſſionately deſired, and 
21m | B 2 * »there- 
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thereupen he directed me to Canon Au- 
diger. I need not go on with the ſtory, 
ſays Gelin, looking upon me with eyes of 


fury. This was all the Informations 1 


could get from that villain, and he now 
vented a million of oaths, to confirm the 


truth of the ſtory he had told, and Fanny's 


Innocence. 
A few days after, he was carried to 


Paris, and impriſoned in one of the 
ſtrongeſt goals of that city. A little af- 
ter he was ſentenced to be broke alive 
upon the wheel, as having been convicted 
of committing a rape, and of aſſaſſina- 
tion. But could the reader believe that 
this arch villain eſcaped the fword of 
juſtice, by turning Papiſt; and that the 
magiſtrates found means to impoſe on the 
publick? However, this is matter of fa&, 
Converſions were the mode at that time; 
and ſo great was the zeal of the conver- 
ters, that they threw, on this occaſion, 
a veil over crimes, tho“ of the moſt enor- 
mous kind, that of Hereſy excepted, 
Two Jeſuits promiſed Gelin that they 


would ſave his life, provided he would 


abjure the Proteſtant faith. They ſuc- 
ceeded in their endeavours; Gelin turn'd 


Papiſt, and promiſed to withdraw to a 


monaſtery. The judges yielded to ever) 
thing, and accordingly a paſtboard fi- 


* 
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gure was made, and this being dreſs'd in 
Gelin's clothes, ſentence was pronounced 
on the criminal, whoſe effigy was cruelly 
executed at the * Greve, by torch-light. 
As for the fiend himſelf, he was thrown 
into a convent, where he aſſum'd the ha- 
bitof St. Francis, There this worthy pro- 
ſelyte was tormented for ſome time b 
remorſe, In this manner does a falle 
zeal for religion give a ſanction to the 
moſt horrid crimes, 

In the mean time, my ſiſter-in-law had 
made my wife ſeveral viſits at Chaillot; 
and never returned from thence, but was 
more fully perſuaded of her virtue and 
innocence. This ſhe never mentioned to 
me, without feeling the moſt tender emo- 
tions of compaſſion, and ſhedding a flood 
of dears. And the condition itt which ſhe 
repreſented Fauny was ſo moving, that ir 
might have melted a heart of adamant: 
mine was extremely tender; and thoſe 


who have ever felt the ſweet paſſion, know. 
that tis poſſible for the fires of love to le. 
ſen, but never to be totally extinguiſh'd. 


Theſe broke out again in my heart with 
inexpreſſible vivacity ; and prov'd that it 
would be impoſſible for me to enjoy any 
felicity, unleſs I ſhould again be united 


* 'The ſame for Paris as burn for London. 
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muſt be perſuaded of the truth of it: on 
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with my wife. One circumſtance trou- 
bled me, and this was, the difficulty 
there would be to perſuade the publick of 
the truth of what love made me believe. 
T had told Mr. de Groot the deplorable 
ſtate I was in; and was very urgent with 
him, a few weeks before he left France, 


to favour me with his advice; and be- 


ſought him, not to conſider ſo much, on 
this occaſion, his friendſhip for me, as my 
honour and reputation, in order to pre- 
vent my being made the laughing-ſtock 
of the publick. After reflecting ſome 
time on what I had told him, he aſſured 
me, that I miſtook the ſhadow for the 
ſubſtance, and that I ſwell'd a pigmy to 


a giant, Wiſe and prudent perſons, ad- 


ded he, ought not to ſhape their conduct 
from the diſadvantageous, but ill grounded 
idea the world may entertain of it. The 
very regular and virtuous life your lady 
has led, will baffle the blackeſt efforts of 
calumny and malice ; ſhe certainly did 
very wrong in forſaking you, but then 
ur imprudent behaviour, and the regard 
ou ſhew*d Mrs. Lallin, were the cauſes of 
it. Four errors occaſioned thoſe of Mrs. 
Cleveland; and therefore 'tis your cut 


to forgive one another. You prote 


that you are innocent, and your ſpouſe 


the 
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the other ſide, ſhe aſſures that no one can 
be more ſo than her ſelf, and this is ſuf- 
ficiently. confirm'd by Gelin's oaths ; ſo 
that neither your heart, nor even your 
reaſon, will allow you to be any longer 
diffident on this article. Now this is ſuf- 
ficient to compleat your felicity : deſpiſe 
therefore the very worſt that a ſett of dark- 
minded wretches can either think or ſay. 
Your ſtory is not publick ; change there- 
fore but- the place of your abode, and 
you will gy 2 your acquaintance. Be 
no longer in ſuſpence whether you ſhall 
take your lady home again, and end at 
once your own and her calamities. How- 
ever, ſays he, I give you this counſel, 
upon the ſuppoſition that you are entirely 
perſuaded of your ſpoule's innocence ; for, 
in caſe you have the leaſt remains of 
doubt on that head, I would adviſe you 
let her continue where ſhe is; for ſhe'll 
de much happier in the ſolitude of a 
cloiſter.... Alas! replied I, interrup- 
ting him; my heart is intirely ſhut to all 
injurious ſuſpicions with regard to my 
deareſt Fanny's virtue. In order there- 
fore, ſays Mr. de Groot, to keep your 
heart for ever in theſe favourable diſpoſi- 
tiops, it. wall be abſolutely proper for 
you © get ſome new informations with 
Tan to the conduct of your lady, and 
a 1 00 hat 
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terate attempts of calumny. 


that of che wretch Gelin. Twill not be 


difficult for you to find out the captain of 
che ſhip who conveyed them to Spain. 
Tou may difpatch ſome faithful ſervant 
to Corunna; and after theſe ſeveral infor- 
rations, you will know whether Mrs. 
Cleveland be innocent or guilty; for 1 
cannot conceive it poſſible, that all theſe 
ro on ſhould have the leaft' intereſt 
co deceive you. After this, you may re- 
gulate your conduct according to the ac- 
counts that will be told you; and in caſe 


they are favourable to your Iady, you 


then will be fecure from the molt inve- 
I thought this advice ſo very juſt and 
natural, that I liſtned to it with the ut- 
moſt pleafure, and ſoon put it in execu- 
tion. The next day I defir'd my ſiſter- 
in-law to enquire very exactly of my 


wife, what road ſhe had taken after her 


leaving Spain; and was told that very 
evening, that ſhe had left Madrid in com- 
pany with a Spaniſs nobleman, named 
on Franciſco del Campigno, who had ta- 
ken his lady and fon with him, in order, 
as was ſuppos'd, to ſhew them France 
bur in reality to tranfact ſome ſecret af- 
fairs with the court. This nobleman wag 
ſtill at Paris, and acquainted with Mr, 


de Groot, who viſited him ſometimes, 
ET. 7s” "on 
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This determined me to wait hitn 
and his lady, but without declaring who 
I was, in order to make all the diſcove- 
ries poſſible, with regard to my wife. A 
little after I ſaw him, I turned inſenſibly 
the ſubject of the converfation on his jours 
ney from Spain to France; and had the 
delightful ſatisfaction to hear him be- 
ſtow the higheſt applauſe on my wife's 
modeſt excellent behaviour. Don 
Franciſco and his lady were prodigjouſly 
uneaſy, that they had not been able to 
find out what was become of her; and 
had made all the enquiries imaginable, 
but in vain. They told me, that they 
obſerved ſhe was poſſeſſed with a perpe- 
tual melancholy, but had never been able 
to find out the cauſe of it; and on this 
occaſion they made a thouſand random 
conjectures, which could not fail of giv- 
ing me infinite-delight. Mr, de Groot, 
who knew the whole ſtory, and had been 
pleaſed to introduce me, had alſo his 
ſhare of the pleaſure. Nothing affected 
me more in that converſation, than the 
following words of Don Franciſco. ** 1 
« cannot tell, ſays he, what country wo- 
% man that lady is, nor of what family; 
« but her polite and prudent behaviour, 
6 2 that ſhe is honourably born, and 


© has had an excellent education. In a 
* B 6 « word, 


2 * 


«| word, ſhe is a perfect model of wiſ- 
« dom and modeſty.” “ 
Had I liſtned to the dictates of my love 
only, I ſhould have immediately ſet out 
for Chaillot, and taken my wife out of the 
convent; but. on the other fide, it was 
roper to hear reaſon alſo, in an affair of 
ſo much importance to my happineſs. 
Accordingly the next morning, in purſu- 
ance of the repeated counſels of Mr. de 
Groot, I made Dring ſet out poſt for Co- 
runna, ordering him to get the moſt ex- 
act informations with regard to the day 
my wife arriv'd in that town; the time 
ſhe had continued in it, and her behavi- 
our with reſpect to Gelin. I commanded 
him, in the ſtricteſt manner, to procure 
the moſt authentick certificates of what- 
ever ſhould be told him; firmly perſua- 
ded he would be vaſtly careful in all theſe 
particulars, as they concerned me fo ver 
nearly; and indeed I had the ſtrongeſt 
reaſons to be ſatisfied. with his fidelity. 
At the ſame time, I diſpatched another 
ſervant, to enquire of the officers of the 
navy, where the veſſel then was in which 
Gelin and my wife had gone from St. He- 
lena; and it happened very fortunately 
to be- ſtill lying off Calais. I my ſelf 
went thither, in order to ſpeak with the 
captain, from whom I learnt, that my 
* | wife 
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wife was ſeiz d with the deepeſt tranſ- 
rts of grief and deſpair, after that a 
w hours had given her the liberty to 
conſider, in its juſt light, the fault ſhe 
had committed, The lady, continued 
he, conjured me upon her knees to return 
back from whence we came. Poſlibly, 
ſaid ſhe, I may be able to ſoften my huſ- 
band; or in caſe he ſhould prove inflex- 
ible, I will die by his hand, and thus fall 
a victim to his ſuſpicions. Thou perfi- 
dious,” thou wicked wretch ! added the 
lady, addreſſing her ſelf to Gelin, thou 
haſt abuſed my ſimple credulity z thou 
haſt violated, in a moſt inhuman manner, 
the ſacred laws of friendſhip. Wretch 
that thou art] what could be thy view in 
tearing me from the arms of the fondeſt 
of huſbands, by thy envenom'd argu- 
ments. No; nothing but my blood and 
thine are capable of waſhing out ſo eyor- 
mous a crime. Either kill me at once, 
or reſtore me to my huſband and my dear 
children. The lady, continued the caps 
tain, was perpetually venting ſuch plaints; 
and *twas with the utmoſt difficulty I pre- 
vented her making away with her ſelf. 
Gelin did not dare to enter her cabin; and 
all the arguments I could uſe to calm 
her ſorrows, only enflam'd them the more; 
which threw me into ſo great a perplexity, 
1. | that 
7. 


ef 


\ » 
1 


— 


The Life of | 
that I determined not to proceed ſo far as 
France. | therefore reſolved to eaſe my 
felf of this heavy burden at Corunna, 
where no body knew me; and to prevent 
any evil accident from befalling my ſelf, 
Tlanded them in the night time, and ſet 


fall again immediately. But now, added 


he, as I find this was your lady, I beſeech 
to take pity on me, and not put me 

nto the hands of juſtice, as tis in your 
power to do. Twas merely for the ſake 
of a little money, that I engaged in this 
dangerous affair... . The captain had 
no great occaſion to employ entreaties to 
obtain my pardon z after which I return'd 


to St. Cloud, highly ſatisfied with the dif- 


coveries I had made. 


Mrs. Lallin beheld with an air of me- 
lancholy and indifference, the joy which 
_— to diffuſe itſelf over my whole fa- 
mily. She caſt her eyes upon me, and 
ſeemed to dread reproaches ſhe had no 
ways deſerved, Ar laſt, ſays ſhe, I ought 
to be puniſhed for the calamities you have 
undergone, ſince I have been the cauſe of 
them. If Mrs. Cleveland was jealous of 


me, *tis certain that my imprudent con- 


duct gave her ſome grounds for it. Live 
therefore, happy with her: Heaven form'd 
you for each other; but as for me, the 


gloom of a cloiſter is the only OTE it 
as 
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has left to my choice, In the ſolitude of 
it will I bewail till death ſhall ſnatch me 
from the world, the diforders which my 
preſence brought into your family: But 
then don't fail to aſſure Mrs. Cleveland, 
that I was no more than the innocent 
cauſe of both your misfortunes. In two 
days I will bid you an eternal adieu, and 
I conjure you not to enquire the place of 
SID! for that I will never re · 
veal. | 
This reſolution of Mrs. Lallin gave me 
great uneaſineſs, and I uſed all the ar- 
ents poſſible to make her change it. 
y wife, fays I, is bound in juſtice to 
entertain the moſt advantageous idea ima- 

inable of your merit and of your virtue, 
We all three have acted very impru- 
dently ; we therefore muſt forgive one 
another, and unite our ſelves by the 
bands of a perfect eſteem, My wife will 
not doubt your innocence; and I am 
perſuaded, that after ſhe has heard the 
whole affair, the friendſhip ſhe then will 
conceive for you, will be ſtronger, in pro- 
| gr the averſion which an ill groun- 

jealouſy made her before entertain. 

But I can never conſent to your leaving us, 
and will do all that lies in my power to 
—— it. Reſolve therefore, madam, to 
ive and die with us, for this is the only 
5 reſolution 


. reſolution I can approve. . Mrs. Lallin 
ſeem'd at firſt inflexible, but at laſt, the 
tender entreaties and arguments of my 
ſiſter-in-law and young Bridge, began to 
make ſome impreſſion on her. 5 

I defired them to go to Chaillet, and 
there ſound the diſpoſitions of my wife 
with regard to me; and to ſee ——.— 
ſhe. would approve the reunion I pro- 
jected. They all approved the deſign, 
and accordingly ſet out for that place. 
After mak ing ſome overtures, ſays my 
wife, I can never conſent to your pro- 

poſal. Alas! I was born of too unhappy a 
mother, and under too impropitious ſtars, 
to aſpire any more after a happineſs of 
which I have made my ſelf unworthy. 
The grief that for ever tortures my ſoul, 
is the moſt gentle puniſhment. I deſerve. 
The only favour I aſk, is, that 1 may be 
admitted to ſee my dear children often, 
in order-to teach them by my numberleſs 
_ misfortunes; and I ſhall think my ſelf 
thrice happy, if l can perſuade Mr. Cleve- 
land of my innocence... . She here ſhed 
ſuch a flood of tears, that ſhe was unable 
to; proceed for ſome moments. Let 
Mr. Cleveland, ſays | ſhe, ſeck for ſome 
new. fgglicity ; for he muſt never expect to 
a Pa in the ſociety of an un- 
e eee berdlels conduct magg 
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her virtue ſuſpected. I will waſte my 
few ebbing days in ſorrow, ſince fate will 
have it ſo; | ; 4 

Mrs: Bridge told her, that there was a 
wide difference between ſuſpicion and 
guilt, Your leaving us, fays ſhe, made 
us conjecture that a criminal paſſion for 
Gelin had dragg'd you after him; but 
then theſe conjectures are far from prov- 
ing your guilt, Mr. Cleveland is fo ju- 
dicious, that he cannot but make a pro- 
per diſtinction between things ſo different 
in their natures. You on the other ſide, 
raſhly ſurmiſed, that Mrs. Lallin ſhar'd 
your huſband's heart with you, and that 
they held a criminal correſpondence. But 
in caſe you ſtill harbour the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion, you ought to baniſh it from your 
mind; and be perfuaded, that if Mrs, 
 Lallin poſſeſſed Mr. Cleveland's eſteem, 
you was happy in his love. Alas! ſaid 
Fanny, I can hardly perſuade my ſelf, 
that Mrs. Lallin and my huſband will 
have generoſity enough to obliterate the 
memory of my unjuſt, my cruel ſuſpici- 
ons. I can no longer doubt of their in- 
nocence, nor of Mr. Cleveland's affection 
for me; but tortur'd by jealouſy, the 
eye of reaſon was quite ſhut in my ſoul; 
teiz'd by an artful wretch, and ſeduced 


by his ill-grounded ſtories, and the infi- 
oy dious 
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dious marks of an hypocritical paſſion, 
1 unhappil 1 ſelf to evil 
counſels. However, neither inclination 
nor love prompted my flight; but the 
wild paſſion which then tyrannized over 
my heart, threw ſuch a cloud over my 
underſtanding, as quite depriv*d me of 
the liberty either to reflect or act. Once 
again; let me only be thought innocent, 
and, then, let me be permitted to de- 
plore, in ſolitude, the remainder of my 
wretched days. | 

My ſiſter-in-law did not think proper 
to let my wife know directly the diſpoſi - 
tions of my heart with regard to her; and 
the thoughts of our calamity, waked 
the tendereſt compaſſion in her boſom, 
When Mrs. Lallin and my wife parted, 
dney gare each other the fondeſt marks 
of a reciprocal eſteem; and a ſurprizing 
circumſtance is, that each endeavoured 
to perſuade the other that {he was guilty, 
tho' both were miracles in virtue. Alas! 
to my imprudence, all thefe errors were 
owing 3 and l had not only my own folly 
to anſwer for, but that of my wife alſo. 
In the mean time my ſons were for 
ever asking me when their mother 
would come home; and, embracing me 
with inexpreſſible tenderneſs, they would 
beg me to take her from Cbaillot, they 
p13 not 
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not being ſatisfied with barely vi- 
fiting her. They would ask me, why 
their mother was confin'd in that 
priſon ? what crime ſhe had commit- 
ted? why ſhe wore -a religious habit? 
with a thouſand other particulars which 
ſtrengthned my paſſion for her. How- 
ever, it was proper for me to wait Dring's 
return, and I did not wait long. This 
domeſtick gave me freſh proofs of his fi- 
delity, by the exactneſs with which he 
fulfilled my orders. Gelin's adventure had 
made ſo much noiſe in Corunna, that he 
ſoon found out the inn where that wretch 
had been heal'd of his wounds. Dring 
was told the exact day of his arrival in 
that town; and alſo when he left it. He 
was farther aſſured, that a lady who came 
with Gelin, had left him the ſecond day 
after his arrival, that is, the third day 
after he had aſſaſſinated my brother: That 
ſhe had declared, the company of this 
man was odious to her, for reaſons ſhe 
could not reveal; that a perſon of diſ- 
tinction in that city, being ſent for to 
court, ſhe had taken this opportunity to 
go for Madrid, and from thence had ſet 
out for Paris, in company with a noble- 
man and his family who were travellin 
thitherz that the leaſt ſuſpicions could 
not be entertain'd with regard to her vir- 
47,486 rue, 


tue, but that *twas certain ſhe deteſted 
the perſon who came on ſhore with her. 
Dring, after this, waited upon the noble- 
man, who had carried my wife in his. 
coach to Madrid; and for this purpoſe, 
pretended he was ſent, by that lady's rela- 
tions, in order to enquire what was be- 
come of her; and very happily, the high - 
eſt elogiums were then made of my wiſe's 
virtue. He afterwards deſired to have 
the moſt authentick teſtimonials poſſible 
of all he had heard; and was, indulged 
them with pleaſure. But not ſatisfied 
wich this, he procured a certificate from 
the magiſtrates, declaring the probity of 
the ſeyeral perſons who had made theſe 
declarations ; and after, obtaining theſe 
ſeveral pieces, he returned with incredible 
diſpatch, to inform me of particulars 
which could not but give me the higheſt 
ſatisfaction. | 

I had writ to the Lord Clarendon, to 
defire his advice alſo in an affair of ſo 
much importance. The anſwer with 
which he favoured me, correſponded ſo 
happily with my own inclinations, and 
Mr. de Groot's counſel, that all my ſuſ- 
picions were now quite remov'd. TI had the 
ſtrongeſt reaſons to believe, that theſe 
two illuſtrious friends were perſons of the 
greateſt honour and probity; and con- 
| ſequently 
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ſequently incapable of adviſing me to 
things, which they themſelves would not 
have done. I thereupon reſolved to ſet 
out for Chaillot the very next day, to end 
at once my own and my dear wife's cala- 
mities. IN | 
* *Tis beyond the power of words to ex- 
preſs what we feltin this tender interview. 
he inſtant I perceived > mapa crea- 
ture, . wandring . glarices quite died 
away. I endeavoured to ſpeak, but the 
ſweet agitations I felt ſufficiently diſ- 
covered the ſtate of my ſoul. Our glan- 
ces now ſeem'd commixed; we both 
fetch'd the deepeſt ſighs, and afterwards 
burſt into tears. How enchantingly- de- 
lightful is the ſecret charm which two per- 
ſons, equally dear to one another, taſte, 
who after a long, long abſence, which 
was thought eternal, fee] in each other's 
arms, the ſoft object of all their inquie- 
tudes! Overjoyed with one another, we 
fancied that love was deſcended from hea- 
ven, purely to ſeat himſelf again in our 
hearts. Our cheeks were a long time 
faſt ned to each other; and neither of us 
was able to pronounce a word. At laſt; 
heaven, ſays I, is ſtill propitious to me! 
my felicity is complete, 'fince I again 
enjoy the all- adorabſe Fanny. Deareſt of 
creatures, continued I, blot from your 
| memory 
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the numberleſsevils I have made 

vou ſuffer! harbour no longer the leaſt 
ſuſpicion, either concerning my love or 
my fidelity; and be as firmly convinced 
of Mrs. Lalliu's virtue. My heart has 
been for ever yours, and yours only. ... 
Love prompted ten — wer other melt- 
ing expreſſions ; and the agitations I felt 
prov d the ſigeerity of my paſſion. My 
wife heard mEwith a reſpectful modeſty, 
and at laſt declared, that ſhe only was 
| guilty, and that I was too generous to 
for t her errors, and impute them to 
my ſelf: that it was but juſt ſhe her ſelf _ 
mould feel and bewail them, ſince, in- 
ſtead of preventing all our 3 | 
by revealing her ſuſpicions to me, ſhe 
had abandoned her ſelf to the fatal ſugge- 
ſtions of a groundleſs zjealoufy. Tis true, 
continued ſhe, that, had it not been for 
Mrs. Riding, I ſhould not have been thus 
fatally ſilent. Jealouſy, would ſhe ſay 
to me every moment, may ariſe in our 


minds in ſpite of our ſelves, but then *cis 


our duty x filence it. You would exaſ- 
perate your huſband, ſhould you ac- 

quaint him with your injurious ſuſpicions; 
2 he, who poflbiy is innocent, ma 


this means be prompted to guilt z or at 
leaſt, it may expoſe him to ſuch a temp- 
tation, as may quite overpower his ** 
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died virtue. Alas! had I not liſtned to 


her, I then ſhouid not have diſturbed 
your tranquillity, But, will it be poſſible 
for you ever to love me, after I have in- 
volved you in ſo much woe? Can your 
heart 11] feel the leaſt tenderneſs for a 
wife, who tho' ſhe never loved any one 
but her deareſt of huſbands, did yet har- 
bour a moſt cruel, a moſt unjuſt jealouſy ? 
Yes, replied I, thou ſweeteſt of creatures! 
I till love thee; and my heart pants af- 
ter my lovely Fanny only, and.... But 
in what manner do you love me, faid ſhe, 
in the greateſt tranſport? Alas! ſaid 1 
to her, I love you as I loved you for- 
merly ; for I can compare the paſſion I 


now feel, to nothing but that I before felt 


for you, and for you my angel only. I have 
heard you applauded, in the moſt advan- 
tageous terms, by all who have ſeen you 
fince our abſence. Theſe encomiums 
give me infinitely more pleaſure than if 
ney had been beſtowed upon my ſelf; 
and I am more ſenſible than ever, that 
our intereſt is inſeparable from mine. 
Let us then my ſweet, my virtuous Fan- 
ny, live happy; and may the moſt rap- 
turous pleaſures repay the numberleſs in- 
felicities we have met with. At my pro- 
nouncing theſe words, I gaz'd till more 
tenderly than ever upon her; ſhe advanc'd 
towards 
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towards me, and tranſported with joy: 1 
embraced my Fanny; when methoughts, 
BY ſoul flew from my boſom, to animate 
ers. oo | 
A little after this we prepared for our 
departure. My wife then took leave of 
the Ladies her friends, who all teſtified, 
with an agreeable ſimplicity, the ſatisfacti- 
on they felt at this ſo unexpected a return 
of her felicity, and at the ſame time, the 


ſorrow into which the loſs of ſo amiable 


a perſon would plunge them. Floods of 
tears were ſhed on all ſides, which I con- 
ſider'd as an infallible proof of my wite's 
virtuous deportment. 

- We ſtay'd at St. Cloud's ſome months 
longer; all which paſs'd in the utmoſt de- 
light. Every moment I could ſteal from 
love, I employ'd in ſettling my affairs; 
reſolving to embark for England as ſoon 
as poſſible. Lord Axminſter's eſtate, 
which deyolved upon me and my chil- 
dren, called me into that kingdom for 
their intereſt; and a little after, I had 
reaſon to believe that my family would be 
encreas'd, I was rich; but perſons who 
have. children think they never have 
wealth enough, at leaſt, ambition covers 
itſelf with this ſpecious veil. _ 

I was, but a few days before we quit- 
ted St. Cloud, that Mr. de Groot left France 
a; 1 | to 
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to return to his own country. The Kin 
and his whole court gave him the highe 
teſtimonies of their eſteem. He alſo was for 
ſome days a ſpectator of my reconcilia- 
tion with Mrs. Cleveland, which gave him 
rodigious pleaſure; and we both return'd 
kim a million of thanks for the excellent ad- 
vice he had given me on that occaſion; an 
advice that was productive of both our feli- 
cities. He complimented us upon it in the 
handſomeſt expreſſions, and wiſhed us per- 
petual felicity. I ſhall not take notice of a 
great number of ſubjects on which we diſ- 
courſed (moſt of which related to religion 
in general) during his ſtay at Paris or at 


court. The reader will imagine, from 


what he ſaw in the beginning of my hiſ- 


cory, that I was too much a philoſopher, 


to pay the leaſt regard to religion. I 
will be ſo ingenuous as to confeſs, that I 
was far from being fixed on that head, 
having ſcarce been taught the firſt prin- 
ciples of it; but found in the courſe of 
the converſations abovementioned, that 


it would be very proper for me to learn 


them. Mr. de Groot and had very ſtrong 
diſputes on the Chriſtian religion, in the 
belief of which I at laſt was firmly groun- 
ded. | I ſhall ſay no more on this ſubject 
at preſent, becauſe I ſhall return to it very 

ſoon; and will N obſerve by the 2 
| tha 
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that I have meditated very intenſely on 


the inſtructions this great man gave me; 


and that the more knowledge I attain'd 
in the Chriſtian religion, after peruſing 
the ſacred writings very attentively, the 
more imperfect I found that philoſophy 
- which is not principally guided by it. 

War being declared in 1672, againſt the 
United · Provinces, the Britiſb channel be- 
came very unſafe to thoſe who ſailed that 
way. The fea was covered with the fleets 
of France, Great Britain and Holland; and 
tho' we were in no danger from the two 
former powers, yet the Dutch were very 
formidable. I will confeſs that the mo- 
tives of this war were in no manner ho- 
nourable with reſpect to France, but re- 
flects an odium on Louvois, ſecretary at 
war. The jealouſy of the miniſters; am- 
bition, a thirſt of glory, which too often 
is a vicious 2 and a ſtrong de- 
-fire, as I obſerved above, of taking ven · 
geance on a paltry news-writer, for cer- 
"rain inſultmg expreſſions; theſe, and the 


'offence taken at ſome ſatyrical medals, 


prompted France to declare war againſt 
che States of Holland, notwithſtanding the 
ſubmiſſions they made. However, the 
Euxgliſ had more juſt reaſons for taking 
part in the quarrel, the Dutch being na- 
-turally enemies to their trade; * 
n Z e 
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che French invaded a Commonwealth, 


whoſe trade and alliance was very advan- 
tageous to them. In this manner are 
men blinded by ory ſo that they 
cannot perceive what is truly for their 
intereſt. Poſſibly the King of England 
(Charles II.) might have been guilty of 
the deepeſt ingratitude on this occaſion, 
by his again forgetting the favours he 
had received from the —_— of Hol- 
land, during his exile, after the behead- 
ing of his royal father. 

Whilſt that the French were forcing 
their way to the very center of the United- 
Provinces, I went to Roan with my whole 
family. Mrs. Lallin did not judge pro- 
per to diſcover her ſelf in that city; and 
we at firſt intended to make but a very 
ſhort ſtay there; but the danger of the 


paſſage to England, obliged us to reſide a 


long time in the laſt mentioned city. Altho? 
I viſited, and faw company at my houſe, 
ek no one knew me. The woes with which 
had been tortured, and the fatigues I had 
undergone for ſome years, had wroughta 
great change in me; and as I no longer 
went by the name of Cleveland, no one ima- 
gined me to be Oliver CronmelPs ſon. 
The Lord Clarendon, whom] had been 
acquainted with at Orleans, and with whom 
T had cot reſponded by letter for above 
101 C 2 two 
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two years, was the only friend in whom 
I put a ſtrong confidence, Fully - per- 
ſuaded of that nobleman's merit and inte- 
Brity, I did not conceal any thing from 

im. He was then at Roan, ſo that we 
were for ever together. Our hearts ſeem'd 
to be formed ſo perfectly one for the 
other, that we mutually communicated 
all our thoughts and all our affairs. I may 
affirm that we were a model of the moſt 
exalted friendſhip. I had not yer found 
a man more worthy of the great eſteem J 
formerly had devoted to Lord Axminſter. 
There now was no void left in my ſoul. 
J have at laſt, would I often ſay to my 
wife, found a perſon, highly worthy of 
bearing the glorious name, which ſo many 
others degrade. I ſhall live for ever with 
Lord Clarendon ; and ſogreat is the ſym- 
pathy of our ſouls, that *twill be impoſ- 
{ible for us to be angry one with the other, 
at the ſame time. Each of us would 
ſtand ſtrictly on his guard on this occa- 
fion, which is the only way to make 
friendſhip laſting, Lord Clarendon is of 
_ a ſteady, ſolid turn of mind, which de- 
ſpiſes all mean and ſordid views. Ambi- 
tion can never engage him in any tranſ- 
action, which interferes ever ſo little with 
the duties of friendſhip. He is even one 


of thoſe choice ſpirits, who 8 
175 | | with 
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with their friends, when oppreſſed by ill 
fortune. All his ſentiments are extremely 
noble: Himſelf, and all who think as he 
does, form, among rational creatures, a 
peculiar ſpecies. He has the art of en- 
tering into the thoughts and ſentiments of 
others, and the taſte of his friends is his 
taſte, Our inclinations are the ſame in 
all reſpects, and we have exactly the ſame 
way of thinking. The ſame things affect 
us both; we abhor double dealing, and 
deteſt all who mask their ſouls. We have 


nothing to reproach one another with; 


and neither calumny nor ſlander are able 
to leſſen our mutual eſteem. We love 
virtue, and ſhould ſooner openly hate, 
than diſſemble wich one another, Our 
tempers are free from every thing of a 
critical, ſower turn; and if we riſe to anger, 
the only object of it is the inſincerity of 
mankind. Our behaviour is eaſy, and 
every thing of a ſevere, melancholy caſt 
is baniſhed from it. Our commerce is 
tender and free: Our friendſhip is natu- 
rally gay, eaſy, and chearful. I beheldin 
Lord Clarendon a faithful image of my 
ſelf. He is always preſent to me when 
abſent; and there is not the leaſt ſhadow 
of flattery between us. Our friendſhip is 
built on the moſt laſting foundation, be- 


cauſe virtue is the baſis of it, What, my 
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deareſt Fanny, can be more delightful, 
than to — a friend, to whom we may 
ſpeak as to our ſelves? Is not the plea- 
ſure we receive from any happy incident 
greatly increas'd, greatly heightned, when 
we are bleſt in a friend, who is no leſs af- 
fected with it than our ſelves? and how 
comfortable is it, when any ſiniſter acci- 


dents befall us, to enjoy a perſon who is 


no leſs grieved at them than we our ſelves |: 


are? All other things which may be 
wiſh*d for in life have their reſpective 
uſes, but then they have but one. Riches 
enable us to live in ſplendor, credit and 
authority, and raiſe us higher in the 
world; dignities and employments gain 
us praiſe, when we fill them with juſtice 
and very often procure us encomiums very 
unjuſtly. Love gives us a delight, which 
has been infinitely encreaſed ſince our re- 
conciliation, Health preſerves the body 
from- pains and diſeaſes, and enables us 
to act: But friendſhip, heavenly friend- 
ſhip, is of ſervice on all occaſions. I is 
felt in all places, and is never unſeaſon- 
able. For ever chearful and never im- 
portunate, it heightens the pleaſure, the 
beauty of proſperity; and leſſens the 
weight of afflictions by dividing them. 
To hve unbleſt with friends cannot be 
called living.... Says my wife, I am 
7555 * overjoy'd 
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overjoy*d at the ſatisfaction which Lord 
Clarendon's correſpondence gives you. 
His friendſhip will overpay the calamities 
into which the traitor Colin involved us; 
and our love will increaſe the ſweets of 
the friendſhip which unites you to that. 
nobleman, Improve therefore, my dear 
Mr. Cleveland, the precious friendſhip 
of a man who juſtly merits all you can 
beſtow: thrice happy both, to find fo 
reciprocal, ſo perfect a harmony in your 
ſouls! The pleaſure I taſte in the con- 
verſe cf Mrs. Lallin and Mrs, Bridge, is 
no leſs exquiſite than that which Lord 
Clarendon mdulges you. The care of 
improving the minds of our children and 
my niece, will form one of my moſt 
agreeable employments. Firmly perſua- 


ded that I ſs entirely your heart, 
methinks nothing can ever more diſturb 


my felicity. ä 1 

I was fo delighted with the ſociety of 
Lord Clarendon, that tho' I had reſolved. 
to ſtay no longer in Roan, till ſuch time 
as I ſhould meet with an opportunity of 
croſſing with ſecurity into England, ne- 
vertheleſs the months and years ſlid away 
inſenfibly, till 1674. As I was one day 
diſcourſing with that nobleman, I in- 
treated him to relate to me the hiſtory of 
his diſgrace ; and as 


he was always proud 
C4 to 
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to oblige his friends, he gratified my cu- 
rioſity with the following account. 
Nothing remarkable, ſaid he, befell 
me in my youth, and I was educated in a 
manner ſuitable to my birth. Fortune, 
who was determined to make me her 
ſport, procured me very early the favour 
of King Charles II. who rais'd me to the 
higheſt poſts in the government, This 
King, alittle after his reſtoration, height- 
ned the ſplendor of my employments of 
Prime Miniſter, and of Lord High-Chan- 
cellor, by giving me the title of Earl of 
Clarendon, Thus ſurrounded with ho- 
nours, I thought my ſelf bleſs'd with the 
ſmiles of a Monarch whoſe admirable con- 
duct in the beginning of his reign, juſtly 
won him the affection of his ſubjects. Ad- 
verſity is the beſt ſchool for Princes; and 
Ring Charles had ſpent many years in it. 
His firſt actions confirm'd the publick in 
the advantageous idea they had enter tained 
of his character; for he ſcemed to poſſeſs 
all the virtues which finiſh the good mo- 
narch, and the great Hero. Wholly at- 
tentive to his ſubjects eaſe and happineſs, 
he ſignalized his return to his dominions, 
by granting a general pardon to all per- 
ſons concern'd in the late unnatural re- 
bellion ; forbidding, upon certain penal- 
ties, any one to reproach thoſe who Nn. 
f 2 8 
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been concerned in it. None were excep- 
ted out of this general pardon, but the 
forty nine judges who had paſs'd ſentence 

on his unhappy father. N 
poſſibly have been better calculated to 
make the intereſt of the King inſepa- 
rable from that of his people; for this 
union ſtrengthens the authority of the 
Sovereign, and makes people happy. I 
was perpetually exhorting the King to 
continue in diſpoſitions ſo truly worthy a 
Monarch, and at the ſame time, ſo neceſ- 
ſary and advantageousto himſelf, He ne- 
ver ſpoke to me of his ſubjects but in the 
moſt tender terms. I imagined him ſin- 
cere, and poſſibly he was ſo then; ſo 
that I always liſtned with delight to the 
repeated aſſurances he gave me of it. He 
ſeem'd to have the higheſt regard for the 
church of England, (which however was 
merely ſpecious z) and being firmly per- 
ſuaded that the kingdom would never en- 
joy peace. ſo long as the Sectariſts ſhould 
be tolerated z I embrac'd all the opportu- 
nities my employment gave me, to in- 
ſpire the King and Parliament with real 
ears, by informing. them of authentick 
facts, in order to prompt them to quite 
ruin the Sectariſts. N py 
But don't imagine that I was fir'd with 
a fanatical ſpirit, a ſpirit of perſecution, 
| C5 The 
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The converſations we have formerly had 
together, may convince you, that I have 
a more humane way of thinking; but 
thoſe who preſide at the helm of govern- 
ment, are ſometimes forc'd to commit 
certain actions, they themſelves diſap- 
prove, in order to preſerve the peace of 
the nation. Tis a great unhappineſs for 
a Prince to be reduced to ſo fatal a neceſ- 
ity, but *tis too often an unavoidable 
evil. Had my counſels been followed, 
a great number of diſorders would have 
been prevented, which will certainly 
break out under this reign. However, 
the King was far from approving my ſen- 
timents on this head. The Parliament, 
which was entirely at his devotion, gran- 
ted him an authority, the bare de- 
mand of which had brought his unfortu- 
nate father to the ſcaffold. Encouraged 
with this ſucceſs, he reſolv'd to revenge 
his tather's death on the Scots, I uſed 
all my endeavours to ſoften his reſolu- 
tions, from motives of policy, honour 
and neceſſity. I ſet before him the fatal 
eſſects which would reſult from ſo ill- 
concerted a —_ The promiſes of a 
Prince, would I fay to him, ought to be 
ſacred: if. you once break theſe, you'll 
plunge: your ſubjects into deſpair, and 


Joſe their confidence. Faction will again 
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be authorized to unite all her heads, by 
the dread of living under a faithleſs So- 
vereign; and by the perpetual fear of 
being ſaerific'd to the caprice of a tyran- 
nical government. The vengeance, Roy- _- 
- al Sir, you would take is lawful; but- 
then *rwould be proper for you to ſatiate 
it by inſenſible degrees. The Preſbyte- 
rians whom Oliuer had affected to protect, 
with. no other view but to enable himſelf 
to gain his deteſtable ends, deſerve, upon 
account of their ſeditious behaviour, to 
feel the maſt dreadful effects of your re- 
ſentment. But, Royal Sir, times are 
chang'd; and ' tis your intereſt to pleaſe 
thoſe very Preſbyterians, ſince they are 
now perbaps your malt faithful ſubjects. 
My reaſons made ſo deep an impreſſion 
— Majeſty, that he at laſt yielded to 
| . 

This Monarch was advis'd not to take 
off the flaviſh yoke which his father had 
laid an that nation; a ſcheme that was 
projected by people whole ſole aim was 
to ſooth the King's paſſions. Twas with 
the utmoſt difficulty that I diverted the 
King from ſo cruel a reſolution. How- 
euer at laſt, my. counſels and thoſe of the 
eark of Lauderdale, triumphed over the 
pornicious defigns of theſe indiſcreet, not 
m ſay diſaffecꝭ * gn. On the 


other 


I 
if 
| 
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other ſide, if the Scots recovered no more 
than the empty title of an independent 
kingdom, I managed things ſo well, that 
they were ſenſible of only part of their 
loſs. However, in ſpice of all my coun- 
ſels, the marquis of Argyle was ſentenced 
to die, as having been an accomplice in 


King Charles the firſt's death. ' Twas 
alſo againſt my advice that the King ſold 


Dunkirk to France, to compenſate' for 


the prodigious ſums he had la viſhed away 


n his miſtreſſes : and yet, I my ſelf was 
charged with all the odious circumſtances 
of this affair, and was ſatyrized upon that 
account in ſeveral pieces, in which, in- 


deed, the King's laſcivious conduct was 


painted juſtly enough, tho? poſſibly in 


too ſtrong colours. 


L alto was very ſollicitous to promote 
another project, which however was not 
ſucceſsful. I was of opinion, that it 
would be abſolutely neceſſary to leſſen 
the power of the Preſbyterians, and of 
all the Nonconformiſts in general; and 
accordingly took ſuch meaſures for that 
purpoſe as I judged infallible, Having 
diſcovered a plot which was carrying on, 
in ſome counties, againſt the govern- 
ment, I gave advice of it to the King and 
Parliament; and communicated to both 


meaſures 
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meaſures they had taken, and their ca- 
bals. I intreated them to diſconcert 
the project of the mutineers, and to re- 
ſtore the kingdom to a wiſh'd- for tran- 
quillity. This was endeavoured, in the 
act of uniformity, by which all perſons 
were commanded to adhere to the liturgy 
of the church of England. But as the 
views of his Majeſty were different from 
mine, becauſe the Roman Catholicks were 


likewiſe by this means ſubject to the ſame 


penalties as the Presbyterians; he carried 
on certain private intrigues, with the 
myſtery of which I was wholly unac- 
quainted. King Charles cauſed a petition 
to be preſented to himſelf, by which he 
was: humbly entreated to keep the pro- 
miſe he had made in favour of tolera- 
tion, This affair was propoſed to the 
council, but oppoſed by the biſhops and 
my ſelf. The King, however, repreſen- 
ted the engagements by which he was 
bound; and accordingly the act of tole- 
ration paſt, and a proclamation was pub- 
liſhed to that effect, which was the ſignal 
of my diſgrace. After this, not the leaſt 
regard was paid to me, and I was diſ- 


charged from the poſt of ſecretary of 


ſtate, in favour of Sir Bennet, my 
mortal enemy. Nevertheleſs, the houſe 

of commons acted ſo vigorouſly on this 
11 coccaſion, 
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occaſion, that they obliged K ing Charles 
to revoke publickly, his proclamation, 
in favour of the ſectariſts. 

The court was extremely diſguſted at 
this ill ſucceſs, and I immediately was 
blam'd for it. I was ſuſpected to have 
fomented the zeal of che commons, and 
Iwill confeſs that this ſuſpicion was juſtly 
enough grounded. But then the duty of 
my employment, the ſincere affection 1 
bore the King ; and the publick welfare 
which I had ſtrongly at heart, had promp- 
ted me to take theſe ſeveral ſteps. How- 
ever, not the leaſt regard was paid to 
theſe juſt motives. My deftru&ion was 
reſolvd, and the earl of Briffol, who 
headed and protected the Nonconformiſts, 
had a ſoul baſe enough to become my ac- 
cuſer 3 and accordingly he impeached 
me before the houſe of Lords, of high- 
treaſon. The articles were, that I had 


endeavoured by various artifices to make 


the Kin — to his ſubjects; that 1 
— ugrvondf injurious reports which 
bad been ſpread, _ regard to religi- 
on, and his Majeſty's private conduct: 
That I had adviſca the ſelling of Dunkirk, 
embezzelled the publick monies, made a 


fale of poſts-and-prefermencs, di miniſnhed 


the revenue of the cuſtoms; and divided 
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had no other ſupport in this extremity, 
but my innocence; and the proſecution 
ended to the ſhame of the informer, 
and the articles of impeachment were 
thrown out. The diſcovery of a conſpi- 
racy, in order to raiſe a general inſur- 
rection, by the machinations of Ludlow 
and Lambert, ought to have made the 
King ſenſible how juſt the counſel I gave 
him was. Still chis did not prompt him 


to act with greater prudence; on the 


contrary, he gave a looſe to his volup- 
tuous imagination 3 abandoned himſelf, 
without reſerve, to the utmoſt exceſſes of 
luxury, and to pleaſures altogether un- 
worthy of a King. The pride of his miſ- 
treſſes exhauſted his revenues, and reduced 
him to a moſt deplorable indigence. Du- 


ring his adverſity, he had diſcovered all. 


the talents requiſite for government; a 
penetrating mind, a ſound judgment, an 
exact knowledge of the intereſt and 
ſtate of the ſeveral powers of Europe: 


pe 
But proſperity corrupted all his good 


qualities, and he now was famous for no- 


thing but his vices. | 
He broke with the-United- Provinces, 
and declared war againſt them, after di- 
vers acts of hoſtility, upon pretence of 
their having greatly prejudiced the traf- 
fick of the EAglii. There indeed was 
9 ſome 
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ſome truth in this pretence; but the true 
deſign was, to ruin that Commonwealth, 
in order to eſtabliſh Popery in England 
on the moſt ſolid foundation. This he 
had projected with Lewis XIV; and as [ 
could not be intirely ignorant of their 
fatal intrigues, I refuſed to ſign the reſo- 
lution of the council, with regard to the 
war with Holland. The earl of Southamp- 
tos refuſed alſo; but I was obliged ſoon 
after, to deſire, in the King's name, the 
concurrence of the Parliament, in order 
to continue with vigour, a war which had 
been carried on againſt my advice. The 
firm perſuaſion that it would be of 
prejudice to the nation, had made me 
diſapprove it : But now the ſame motive 
and the King's honour inclined me to urge 
the continuation of it. | 
In 1665, a plot was diſcovered that 
was carried on by the Republicans, who 
attempted to raiſe a general inſurrection, 
by the aſſiſtance of the enemy.. The Preſ- 
byterians endeavoured to perſuade the 
blick, that they had no manner of hand 
in this conſpiracy 3 and that all the odium 
of it ought to be thrown upon the Fa- 
naticks. As they could not deny the fact, 
they aſſerted that twas at moſt but a pro- 
ject, which could not be of dangerous 
conſequence, However, Iknew the _— 
Su. ſecret 
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ſecret of the intrigue; and was certain 
that a great number of Preſbyterians had 
engaged in it. I was beſides perſuaded, 
that a rebellion ought always to be cruſh- 
ed in embrio. Accordingly I exerted my 
ſelf with vigour, in order to engage the 
Parliament to paſs a ſevere bill againſt the 
Non-conformiſts; and that time I had 
the ſatisfaction to humble thoſe reſtleſs 
diſturbers of the publick peace. How- 


ever, they took a very cruel revenge, by. 
burning to aſhes the greateſt part of the 


city of London. I am firmly perſuaded, 
that the Sectariſts, particularly the Pa- 
piſts, were the chief perpetrators of this 
guiltz and poſſibly the K—— and the 
5— of 2— could have nam'd the 
authors of it, But I was not allow'd 
to penetrate into this affair; and the King 
began to protect the Papiſts ſo openly, 
that the nation was alarm'd at it. 

The ignominious peace which he ſoon 
after concluded with the Dutch, ſerv'd as 
a pretence to my diſgrace. The real mo- 
tive of the King's concluding it, was, 
that he might have an opportunity 'of em- 


ploying the monies rais'd for the conti- 


nuation of the war, in his riotous exceſ- 
ſes. The whole nation made the ſtrong- 
eſt complaints on that account; The m 
mous diſſolution which reign'd in the 


court 
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court was made publick, and a great 
number of ſatyrs were printed on that 
occaſion, nei 

I now had been a long time inſupport- 
able to the King as well as to the cour- 
tiers. I was not born with diſpoſitions 
neceſſary for perſons who would raiſe 
themſelves, in ſo corrupt a court as that 
of King Charles, Altho' I _ to 

you of a very placid behaviour, I yet am 
very ſevere againſt vice. I am naturally 
ſincere 3 ſo that I ſometimes made the 
freeſt, and perhaps too harſh, remon- 
ſtrances to his Majeſty, I diſcovered, 
even 1n his preſence, the utmoſt contempt 
for his miſtreſſes, and his low-minded 
favourites. I likewiſe gave him umbrage 
upon another account, and that was my 
ſetting every engine at work to ruin the 
Roman-Catholicks, at the ſame time that 
his Majeſty did all that lay in his power 
to raiſe them. I may, without the impu- 
tation of vanity, aſſure you very ſincerely, 
that I had done the King the greateſt 
ſervices; and that I often endeavoured to 
do him ſeveral of ſtill greater importance, 
in ſpite of himſelf, *T will be no ſatyr, 
when I affirm that my ſervices were for- 
got as ſoon as receiv'd. Ingratitude, a 
crime that is too frequently found in 
crownd Heads, is but too conſpicuous in 
110% Charles 
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Charles the II. He poſſeſſes but very 
few of the moral virtues: he imagines 
that honour and probity are merely the 
reſult of natural diſpofitionz and that 
intereſt is the only rule and ſtandard 
of man's conduct. Pully perſuaded that 
there is no ſuch thing as a ſincere friend- 
ſhip, he thinks himſelf impower'd to 
diſpenſe with the common laws of gra- 
titude. 

In conſequence of this principle, he re- 
ſolv'd I ſhould fall a victim to the uni- 
verſal deteſtation he had drawn upon him- 
ſelf by his debauchery, and the wrong 
ſteps he had taken; and to recover the — 
opinion of the people, by my fall, he 
was determin'd to make me anſwer for 
the ſale of Dunkirk. Accordingly, he 
ſpread a malicious inſinuation, viz. That 
to my intrigues and treachery, was 
m_ owing the ill ſucceſs of the war 

againſt the Dutch, and the odious peace 
he had concluded with them. A report 
prevail'd ſoon after, that I was a pen- 
ſioner to the States of Holland, an im- 
putation which ſeem'd to be not alto- 
gether improbable, from my having * 
pos'd the war with ſo much vigour, T 


common people, who judge only from 

appearances, were ſoon prejudic'd againſt 

me, ſo that I was conſider d as a traitor to 
| ä 
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my country. Notwithſtanding the dread” 
ful havock which the plague and the 
fire had made in London, I yet had built 
a very ſplendid edifice in that City- 
This imprudent ificence made the 
vulgar believe that I rejoic'd at the pub- 
lic calamities, and ſo I incurr'd a general 
hatred. Matters being in this ſituation, 
it was very eaſy for the King to ruin me. 


Beſides the reaſons I have already 


ou you, for the hatred which Charles 
II had conceiv'd againſt me, I am to 
add, that being now grown quite wea- 
ry of his Queen, he was reſolv'd to di- 
vorce her. Now I oppos'd this deſign. 
with the utmoſt vigour. The King was 
fmitten with one of his relations, of the 
Stuart family, and retol-*d to marry her. 
I had no other way to diſconcert all 
theſe meaſures, than by repreſenting faith- 
fully to his — Miſtreſs the in- 
juſtice of ſuch a divorce; and ſhe 
being a Lady of great virtue, immediate- 
ly ſuppreſsd the ambitious notions ſhe 
before had'entertain'd. I afterwards ad- 
vis'd her to make choice of ſome No- 
bleman, whom the might marry with- 
out having any cauſe to reproach her 
ſelf; and accordingly ſhe join'd her ſelf 
in wedlock to the Duke of Richmond. 
The King immediately wreak*d his ven- 
n geance 
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eance againſt the new married couple; 
baniſh'd 'em the Court, and from 
that moment ſet every ingine at work 
to deſtroy me. 
Princes never fail to meet with flat- 
terers, thoſe peſts of Courts, who endea- 
vour to foment or juſtify their moſt 
ſhameful paſſions. That of King Charles 
abounded with thoſe inſipid, groveling 
Courtiers, who ridicul'd the gravity 
with whick I always appear; a cha- 
racter that was born with me, and which 
ſeems more affected, and ſtill more 
haughty, when an univerſal depravation 
reigns, I ſaw my ſelf expos'd to the 
moſt ſevere ſtrokes of raillery, and the 
moſt malicious turn was given to my 
actions tho? ever ſo innocent. I was 
charg'd with ambition and pride, vices 
whoſe tyranny I have never experienc'd, 
They reviv*d the oppoſition I had made 
to Popham's deſign of augmenting the 
revenues of the Crown, and to various o- 
ther projects for eſtabliſhing deſpotic 
wer. By theſe my fidelity became 
uſpected. The Roman Catholicks, who, 
by his Majeſty's favour had gain'd the 
upper hand, conſider'd me as an im- 
placable enemy of their- Religion; for 
which reaſon they did all that lay in 
their power to haſten my ruin. The 


only 
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only friend who now ſtood by me in 
this unhappy juncture, was the Earl 
of Southampton, Lord high -Treaſurer ; 
and not long after this, death ſnatch'd him 
from the world. This Nobleman had 


been ſo generous, as to give the moſt 


lorious teſtimony of my integrity, be- 
e the whole Council. As my enemies 
endeayour'd to repreſent my adminiſtra- 
tion in the moſt odious light, Lord South- 


ampion told them, that my fall would 


inevitably drag after it that of the Church 
of England, and of the laws and Privileges 


of the Nation. I do not mention this 
incident out of vanity, but only to ſhow, 
the irreparable loſs I ſuſtain'd, by the 
death of ſo faithful, ſo zealous and ge- 
nerous A friend. Soon after this, the 
management of the Treaſury was com- 
mitted to Sr. Thomas Clifford and other 
Commiſſioners. I was removed from the 
. Chancellor's ſeat, and SirOrlandoBridgman 


ſucceeded me in it; but the vengeance 
which the King and his favourites me- 


ditated, was not yet ſatiated. They 


ſpirited up the houfe of Commons a- 


gainſt me, who thank'd the King for 
_ diſmiſſing me; and King Charles, on 
the other ſide, promis'd the Houſe ne- 


ver to let me enjoy any public employ- 


nor 
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not even ſcruple to charge me with male- 
adminiſtration z but it's very well known 
in England, that all honeſt, impartial, 
perſons were greatly ſhock*d at his con- 
duct on this occaſion. 

I was impeach'd before the houſe of 
Commons, of ſeveral crimes, viz. of hay- 
ing advis'd the King to lay aſide Par- 
liaments, and to reign in an abſolute 
manner; of having been ſo inſolent as 
to publiſh that the King was a Roman 
Catholick ; of having accepted conſider- 
able ſums of moriey, upon condition to 

als certain Patents in oppoſition to the 
tatutes, and for raiſing the uſual Price 
of Wine; of having diverted the courſe of 
juſtice from its natural channel, de- 
crees contrary to the Laws of the King- 
dom; that by my orders, and without 
obſerving the formalities preſcrib'd, ſe- 
veral of his Majeſt's ſubjects had been 
baniſh'd to the We - Indies; that, by 
virtue of this deſpotic authority, others 
had been ſummon'd to appear before 
the council, to give in an eſtimate of their 
poſſeſſions; that I had called in queſtion 
the Charters of a great many Companies, 
and forc'd them to pay large Sums, in 
order to have em renew'd. That after 
the death of the late King, I had held 
a Correſpondence with Oliver and his ad- 
ah herents, 
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herents, and had introduc'd an arbitrary 


form of Government into the American 
Colonies; that I had caus'd the pro- 


ject, of conquering the French Settle- 


ments in that part of the world, to 


miſcarry; and that it was wholly ow- 


ing to my counſel that Dunkirk had been 
ſold ;. and finally, that in the laſt war 
1 had betrayed his Majeſty, and diſcover'd 
his ſecrets to the enemy. 

Nothing could be more palpably falſe, 
than all theſe accuſations, and neverthe- 
leſs, the houſe of Commons, brib'd by 


the emiſſaries of the Court, impeach'd 
me of „ at the bar of the 
houſe of Lo 


rds, and deſired I might 
be committed to the Tower. However, 
the Peers were determin'd not to judge 


from light ſuſpicions, and accordingly 

demanded to ſee all the - proofs of the 
ſeveral articles with which I was charg'd. 
This diverſity of opinions of the Lords 


and Commons, would. have been attended 


with very fatal conſequences, had not the 


King, who was conſcious. of my inno- 


cence, granted me the liberty to leave 
the Kingdom. Immediately after this, 


I no ſooner ſettled my private affairs 


in England, but I croſs'd the ſea; and 


came to Orleans, where IJ had the hap- 


pineſs to meet with you, and to con- 


tract 
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tract the ſtrict friendſhip which hither- 
to has not been interrupted in any man- 
ner, and which, I hope, will be as laſt- 
ing as Life. I at laſt am come to Roan, 
with a deſign there to end my days, 
which begin already to be burthenſome 
ro me. | | 

This ſad ſtory, the moſt eſſential cir- 
cumſtances of which I have related, rais'd 
a great number of reflections in my mind, 
with regard to the inconſtancy of for- 
tune, and the depravity of the human 
heart. I cou'd not forbear communi- 
cating part of them to Lord Clarendon, 
the day after, finding him very penſive. 
The relation you gave me yeſterday, 
ſaid I to him, of your Life, and the cruel 
ingratitude of the King with regard 
to you, after your great and important 
ſervices recall'd to my remembrance 
many Ideas I formerly entertain'd, which 
reflect no great honour on mankind; 
and  wou'd almoſt make me doubt the 
truth of the Chriſtian Religion. You 
may have obſery'd, my Lord, ever ſince 
I have had the honour to know you, that 
my grand principle was a certain vir- 
tue, which appear'd to me common, in 
a great meaſure, all the various Na- 
at leaſt, to all thoſe 
with whom I am * As 1 
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frequently heard of the beauty, the puri- 
ty and holineſs of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, I entertain'd a very advantageous 
Idea of it. I ardently deſir'd to live 


In a Country, whoſe inhabitants might 


profeſs it, in hopes that I ſhould ſee 
their Conduct regulated by the pureſt 
maxims; and that their virtue would be 
infinitely more enlightned, than that ge- 
neral virtue which I had hitherto made 
my ſtudy. But to deal frankly, my 
Lord, ſince the ſtory you have told me, 
and certain incidents in which I my ſelf 
was concern'd, I perhaps have ſeen more 
injuſtice, and diſſoluteneſs among Chri- 
ſtians, than in the countries inhabited 


by Savages. How cou'd Chriſtians be 


guilty of the enormities you related to 
me yeſterday! Was it a King, whoſe 
duty it is to govern according to the 
precepts. of Chriſt, that perſecuted you 
with ſo much inſincerity, ingratitude and 
ſeverity! I have had my ſhare of read- 
ing as well as of travelling; but never 
met with ſo geat a depravation of Man- 
ners, even among the barbarous Nati- 
ons with whom 1 was oblig'd to ſpend 
a conſiderable time. I never perceiv'd, 
that Cannibals perſecuted their friends, 
and ſet every engine at work to ruin 


'em. Alas! my Lord, there either muſt 
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be but a very ſmall number of real 
Chriſtians, or the maxims of the Reli. 

ion they profeſs muſt be extremely dif- 
cult not to ſay impoſſible, to put in 
ractice. Before, I was bewilder'd and 
fot in the Ideas I had form'd to my 


ſelf of the inſufficiency of Philoſophy, 
I plainly perceiv'd, by the converſation I 


have had with Mr. de Groot and you, 


that this _ did not clear up certain 
perplex'd and gloomy thoughts, which 
crouded perpetually in my mind. I 
found, indeed, that the Chriſtian Faith 
ſcatter'd theſe clouds, but then, what am 
T to conclude, when I fee perſons who 
call themſelves Chriſtians, ſo wretched- 
ly corrupted in their principles! Don't 
extend your reflect ions farther, dear Cleve- 
land, faid the Earl, interrupting me, I 
eaſily conceive what you wou'd ſay far- 
ther on this head, Perplex your ſelf 
no longer with regard to the King's in- 
gratitude to me, for I have reap'd much 
greater advantage from it than you ma 
imagine. After having paſt thro' ſuch 
a ſeries of calamities, it is time for 
me to prepare for death. I was deeply 
fix*d in that thought when you came in; 
but you wou'd do me a great injury, 
ſhould you- imagine that my diſgrace 
ſuggeſted it. I will confeſs to you, that, 
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ſo long as there was a probability of 
my being ſuſpected to be guilty of in- 
fidelity and male · adminiſtration, (tho? I 
found my conſcience pure on that occa- 
ſion) my fall appear'd to me in the moſt 
dreadful light. But no ſooner had the 
greateſt part of the nation acknowledg'd 
my innocence, than I roſe from a ſtate 
& ſadneſs and diſcontent, to a calm 
which, tho* not altogether ſo ſweet at 
firſt, is now infinitely charming to me; 
knowing how much it is the duty of 
a Chriſtian to think ſeriouſly of his con- 
dition, In fine, it's in this ſelf-recollection 
I was more ſenſible than ever, (and I 
found the higheſt ſatisfaction on this 
occaſion) that among the various Reli- 
ligions one only can be true. Now, with- 
out deſcending to an inquiry which I leave 
to Divines, I am convinc'd in the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt ſolid manner, that this religion 
can be no other than thatof Chriſt, You. 
Pa may be induc'd to imagine, that 
was prompted to this belief merely 
from education; but I can aſſure you 
tis otherwiſe; and that notwith ande 
the multiplicity of affairs in which 
have been ingag'd, I yet always devot- 
ed ſome hours to the improving my mind 
in the principles of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. A Mahometan, indeed, . 
1 clare 
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clare the ſame, he has his Alcoran whoſe 
commands he poſſibly may obey more 
implicitly, than moſt Chriſtians do thoſe 
of their Bible. But leaving to Divines 
the ſolution of theſe doubts. . . . My Lord, 
replied I, there is not the leaſt occaſion 
for this; I do not entertain one with 
regard to the Chriſtian Religion; I ain 
a Chriſtian 3 it is my glory, and I ex- 
pect my whole felicity from the prin- 
ciples I profeſs. However, I will own, 
that the ſtory you have related, exaſpe- 
rates me highly againſt the Chriſtians. 
You'll find, replied my Lord, by what 
I can obſerve to you preſently that 
this ought not to prejudice you againſt 
the Faith it ſelf. I was going to ob- 
ſerve when you interrupted me, that 
every part of the ſacred writings invite 
to virtue, and to theſe we are daily 
exhorted. Hence ' tis manifeſt, that we 
muſt not impute the depravity of Chri- 
ſtians to the Religion they profeſs out- 
wardly; but to their not Aodying thoſe 
ſublime Truths, as well as to their cor- 
rupt hearts. Our depravity prompts us 
to evil, and we follow it's dictates with 
much greater pleaſure, than the pre- 
cepts 1 the Goſpel, and the urgent im- 
pulſes of conſcience. We muſt not 
therefore wonder, that there are ſo many 
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enormous vices among Chriſtians. Tis 
Man who takes wrong ſteps, and de- 
ſpiſes the laws of his Creator; and yet 
would he but follow 'em, he then would 
walk right. He then would pay to 
God, ſo far as his weakneſs will per- 
mit him, all the ſervice, honour and 
obedience which are due to him, and 
will behave in a proper manner towards 
his ſuperiors and inferiors, If a man 
ſwerves but ever ſo little from theſe 
juſt duties, he plunges himſelf into the 
molt dangerous ſtate, with regard both 
to ſoul and body. As you are not'very 
far advanc'd in years, you will ſee that 
our King having deviated from the good 
principles he entertain'd, at leaſt in out- 
ward appearance, in the beginning of 
his Reign, now making a ty open 
confeſſion of the Popiſh Religion ; and 
having abandon'd himſelf to a ſett of 
ſpiritual directors, who let him riot in 
exceſſes of every kind, in order to com- 
paſs their ends; you will ſee, I ſay, 
the King plunged into ſtill greater ex- 


ceſſes, and into a ſtate of Miſery, which 


no doubt will excite compaſſion, though 
he brought it wholly upon himſelf, — 
I underſtand perfectly all you fay, re- 
plied I to Lord Clarendon, interrupt; 


jag him. For theſe two years I have 
reſtudied 
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reſtudied the ſcriptures with the utmoſt 
attention, I found in them what our 
friend Mr. de Groot aſſur'd me I ſhou'd; 
and am fully convin'd of the great 
truths which the word of God teaches. 
F believe I have made ſome progreſs in 
the knowledge neceſſary to all who la- 
bour at their ſalvation, and I endeavour 
to bring up my Children and young 
Bridge in them. As the Bible is the on- 
ly ſource of my belief, I leave and con- 
temn all the explications with which the 
pride of man has incumber'd it. Hav- 
in 

0 


found that the doctrine of the Church 
England agrees exactly wich what the 
Spirit has reveaPd, I am determin'd to 
enter into that Communion. Poſſibly 
ſome few little ceremonies in it might 
juſtly be laid aſide ; but then, as theſe 
don't any way interfere with the tenets 
of Faith, I am very eaſy on that Ar- 
ticle. I ſhould have been overjoy'd to 
Join in that worſhip the inſtant i came 
into England; but my Lord, the ſtory 
you have told me, has almoſt determin'd 
me to take another reſolution, and that 
is, to go in ſearch of Rumney- Hole, and 
there immure my ſelf with my Fa- 
mily. Yes, *tis in ſome ſuch place I 
would ſpend the remainder of my Days. 
In this manner, tho' we ſhall not join 
D 4 in 
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in the outward worſhip, we yet ſhall 
ferve God in ſpirit and in truth, to the 
utmoſt of our powers, and this is the 
' worſhip he requires. Does not your 
Lordſhip think my reſolution ſuitable to 
the way of life I was brought up in? 
I don'c envy the ſplendours of a Court, 
after ? ſhall have taken poſſeſſion of 
Lord Axmin/ter's Eſtate, and added the 
wealth I already 'enjoy: I need only. 
obſerve proper ceconomy, and then there 
will be ſufficient to ſupport our Fa- 
mily to ſeveral generations. In that ſo- 
litude I ſhall not be an eye witneſs, much- 
leſs an accomplice, any more than my 
children, of the treachery, the envy and 
diviſions, in which you are ſenſible the 
Chriſtians immerſe themſelves. I will 
endeavour to keep. my ſelf pure and 
unpolluted, and to educate my children. 
in innocence, and ina perpetual fear of 
offending the Creator. Separated from, 
and unknown to mankind, I ſhall not 
ſhare in the general corruption. I ye- 
ſterday, indeed, was uncertain whe- 
ther I ſhould devote my ſelf to this way 
of lifez but your ſtory my Lord, and 
an hundred reaſons more, make me be- 
lieve, that it will be infinitely more pro- 
per for me to ſpend the remainder of 
my days in the deepeſt ſolitude, Is this 
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a wiſe refolution and can it be ſo hap- 
py as to obtain your approbation? I 
conjure you to adviſe me; I will ſtrict- 
ly follow your council on this occaſion, 
which I now am much more ſolicitous 
about, than when I conſulted you con- 
cerning my reconciliation with my wife. 
1 have reap'd ſo much benefit by the 
latter, that I daily bleſs Heaven for hav- 
ing procur'd me, during my fad ſepa- 
ration from Mrs. Cleveland, two ſuch 
judicious, ſuch intelligent friends, as you, 
my Lord, and Mr. de Groot. Methinks, 
'my determining on the preſent occaſion, 
is of the utmoſt conſequence to my own 
welfare, and that of my family, Fa- 
vour me then, I intreat you, with your 
aſſiſtance. I now am ready to embark 
for England, and will there follow the 
way of life you ſhall dictate to me; 
fully perſuaded, that you will propoſe 
nothing but what is juſt and honoura- 
ble. As I was waiting for my Lord 
Ctarendon's anſwer, 'a ſervant came to tell 
his Lordſhip that a French Nobleman 
deſir'd to ſpeak with him. I was for 
going away, but my Lord taking me 
into another room, defir'd me to flay 
there. for him; he believing that this. 
Nobleman would not ſtay long; how- 
ever;their converſation laſted much longer 
98] » WA than 
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than his Lordſhip had at firſt imagis' d; 
but at laſt the other going away, he 
came back to me, he told me that this 
Nobleman was a zealous Huguenot who 
held a correſpondence with perſons of the 
eateſt diſtinction in England; and that 
ſome letters had been remitted him, of 
which he was come to give his Lord- 
ſhip an account. His letters acquaint- 
ed him likewiſe, that King Charles in- 
croach'd every day more and more on 
the liberties of the Nation ; and that being 
aſſiſted therein by the King of France, 
there was great reaſon to fear, that the 
frame of the Engliſb Government would 
be quite alter'd, and the Nation reduc'd 
to the moſt abject ſlavery: That the 
Parliament and Privy Council were ſel- 
dom conſulted about any' thing 3 but 
that the opinion of the Duke of 7ork, 
who ſupported the Jeſuits on all occa- 
ſions, was only follow'd. . . . It went on 
thus. As the Duke knows perfectly well 
his Brother's blind fide, he takes par- 
"ticular care to provide him ſums, from 
time to time, to ſquander away upon his 
miſtreſſes and his mad carouſals; by which 
-means the Duke, whether preſent or ab- 
ſent, governs and diſpoſes all things. But 
if the Nation does not awake from its 
Lethargy cwill be abſolutely. — F 
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The Earl, at his reading theſe particu- 
lars, was prodigiouſly mov'd; fo that I 
thought proper to leave him, finding 
he had occaſion to repoſe himſelf, 

- AsTearneſtly deſir'd to know the reſult 
of the Ear!'s thoughts, I waited upon him 
the next day to enquire after his health, 


for he had appear'd very much deject- 


ed the night before, but this I aſcrib'd 
to the ill news the Marquis de RX 
had * communicated to him. However, 
I found my Lord tolerably chearful, 
but a little pale. My dear Cleveland, 
ſaid he to me after the uſual compli- 


ments; you have employ'd my thoughts 


the greateſt part of laſt night, *Tis 
certain that the affair you ſpoke to me 
about is very delicate. Your refolu- 
tion of ſhunning all commerce with 
your fellow creatures, has ſomething ſpe- 

cious and even inviting in it. Educat- 
ed in the Principles of an univerſal mo- 
rality, which you very juſtly endeavour 
to reduce to the Chriftian ſyſtem, you 
are afraid of ſuffering your ſelf to be 
hurried away by the flood, which ſweeps 
along the greateſt part of mankind. But 
one thing is ſure, viz. that man was 
form'd by nature for ſociety; and that 
we all ſtand in need of one another's. 


aſſiſtance, Reflect ſeriouſly on this mat- 
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ter, and you will find it true. As the 
Creator has plac'd you on the Earth, 
*twas with the deſign that you ſhould 
aſſociate with your own ſpecies. I will 
confeſs that mankind are greatly de prav'd, 
but ſtill the corruption is not ſo gene- 
ral asyou may imagine; your diſcernment, 
however, is ſo juſt, that you'll eaſily di- 
ſtinguiſh the virtuous from the wicked; 
after which you may ſelect a ſmall num- 
ber of friends, to whom you may un- 
boſom your ſelf, The ſtri& friendſhip 
that is between us, may convince you 
of the truth of what I aſſert, *T'wou'd 
be injuring our neighbour, to believe 


that mankind without exception are de- 


prav'd. Frequent thoſe moſt in whom 
you obſerve a good diſpoſition of mind, 
a ſolid yirtue, a probity that reſiſts the 
ſtrongeſt temptations, a pure religion 

that agrees in all points with the Scri 
tures, for which I am overjoy'd to ite 
ou entertain ſo great a reverence, I 
wou'd not adviſe you to ſeparate entire- 
ly from thoſe of a different perſuaſion 
from your ſelf, there, no doubt, are a 
reat number of good People in all 
religions, but then *tis ſcarce poſlible 
for perſons of a different communion 
to converſe together without falling in- 
to diſputes, which lead to feuds, and 
theſe often end in treachery and malice. 
Weigh 
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Weigh deliberately what I now tell you, 
and you will own that tis nothing but 
the truth. My opinion is therefore, that 
ſociety with our fellow creatures is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, from the order which 
Providence has eſtabliſhed, Now, the 
exterior worſhip of religion is no leſs ſo: 
Now this includes preaching, and the admi- 
niſtration of the ſacraments. You, believe, 
that 'tis enough to ſerve God in ſpirit and 
in truth, and that this is the, worſhip he 
7 1 This maxim is certainly very 
Juſt, but then you confine it within too 
narrow limits; for to this outward wor- 
ſhip you mult join the inward 3 you muſt 
be fully perſuaded of the truth of our 
myſteries, and employ all your faculties 
in the contemplation of them. The Go- 
ſpel is preached for two reaſons; to in- 
ruct mankind, and reform their errors. 
The ſcriptures are clear, but ' tis neceſſary 
that they be explained to the vulgar, in 
order that they may comprehend the 
whole force of them, The ſinner is cen- 
ſured for his crimes z he is exhorted to 
become a new man, and inſtructed how 
to make himſelf ſuch. Farther, *tis cer- 
tain, that the ſacraments would not have 
been inſtituted, had it not been neceſſary 
to frequent them; now you would abſo- 
lutely neglect them, ſhould you withdraw to 
a ſolitude. Who can affirm, that your ſoul 
4 XZ will 
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will always continue in its preſent happy 
diſpoſition,? As your children, not hav- 
ing been baptiz d, would not join any more 
than your ſelf, in the communion of the 
bleſſed ſacrament, could you then call 
them Chriſtians? You would grow negli- 
gent inſenſibly, and become like the an- 
cient anchorets whole ridiculous ſuperſti- 
tions you blamed a few days fince. Let me 
then, dear Cleveland, per ſuade you to re- 
turn to your native country; and when 
you are arrived in it, avoid all correſ- 
ndence with the court. Settle in ſome 
arge town, where you may have an op- 
portunity of giving your children a pro- 
per education. The conſiderable fortune 
left them by your father-in-law will enable 
you to marry them in a ſuitable manner; 
but above all, take particular care who 
you marry them to. Aſter you are 
quietly ſettled, conſult ſome able divine, 
who may prove thoſe things to you in 
their full extent, which I but barely hint 
at. To ſuch a one you may ſtart ob- 
jections, in caſe you have any; for *tis. 
not with us, as with thoſe nations where 
the inquiſition is eſtabliſned. We are per- 
mitted to declare our doubts, and to 
maintain them, in order to enlighthen 
our minds... Such is the counſel I give 
you, and which I my ſelf would follow, 
were your caſe mine, 4 The 
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The Earl ſtammer'd as he repeated 
theſe laſt words; he grew very pale, and 
almoſt fainted away: But imagining that 
reſt would be of great ſervice to him, I 
took my leave a little afrer, and went 
_ 1 n 

was in hopes, during ſome that 
the indiſpoſition of this —— man 
would not be attended with fatal conſe- 
However, he grew weaker e- 

very day, and at laſt was brought ſo low, 
that *rwas a pain to him to ſpeak; ſo 
that I had not an opportunity of aſſuring 
him that I was firmly reſolved to follow 
his advice in every particular. He died 
a little after, in his exile, in the cloſe of 
December 1674, aged threeſcore and ſeven 
years. His wiſdom, his virtue and me- 
rit, had been greatly conſpicuous both in 
good and ill fortune. Humble in proſ- 
perity, reſolute in adverſity; his only 
enemies were thoſe who were friends to 
vice. He lived at Roan in the midſt of 
Papiſts and Exgiiſo Pre ſbyterians, equally 
belov*d and reſpected by both parties, not- 
withſtanding the animoſity he had breath- 
ed againſt them in England. Tis cer- 
tain however, that the only motive of his 
ſeverity. againſt the Nonconformiſts, was 
with no other view than to preſerve 
| the peace of the nation, and no ways the 
ph effect 
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effect of a perſecuting ſpirit. He had 
always diſcovered the higheſt eſteem for 
men of probity and honour, abſtracted 
from their perſuaſions. The only rea- 
ſon of his inveteracy againſt the Papiſts 
as well as Preſbyterians was, becauſe both 
had attempted to ruin the Church of Exg- 
land, and'the conſtitution, The welfare 
of the publick, therefore, obliged him 
to perſecute, not opinions, but thoſe who 
profes d them; becauſe they attempted 
to diſturb the government. By this 
means all impartial perſons, whether 
Prefbyterians. or Roman Catholicks, who 
did not approve the frequent conſpiracies 
of their brethren, thought ic an honour 
to do juſtice to his merit. 
Aſter paying a tribute of tears to the 
eſteem and friendſhip of this illuſtrious 
Nobleman, I prepared to-go for England 
with my family, which by this time was 
increaſed, my wife haying brought me a 
daughter. And there being now nothing 
that could longer engage my ſtay in 
Rean, we embarked in a bad ſeaſon, viz. 
the beginning of the year 1675, How- 
ever, de met with a very favourable 
paſſage the firſt day; but about the 
middle of the night a ſtorm. aroſe, which 
continued all the day following. Our 
cables were broke to pieces, and our ſhip 
199 5 was 
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was long buffeted by the tempeſt ; ſo that 
for a long time our pilot did not know 
where he was. We were ſeveral times in 
danger of periſhing; but two days after 
a calm ſucceeded, when we diſcovered, 
at ſome leagues from us, a country, 
which however was quite unknown to us: 
This oblig'd our ſailors to caſt anchor 
till the next day, | ; 
Ass ſoon as morning appear'd, we per- 
ceiv'd a ſhip coming towards us with all 
the ſail ſhe could make, when I immedi- 


ately deſired ſome of our crew to take the 


long- boat, to enquire who ſhe was, and 
the name of the country which lay beſore 
us, They brought back word, that we 
were near the Exgliſb coaſt, and that the 
veſſel was a collier. This reviv'd us again, 
ſo that we put a little to ſeaward, in order 
to avoid the rocks which border on that 
coaſt, and make the approaches to it very 
dangerous. However, we had ſcarce e- 
ſcaped this danger, but we fell into ano- 
ther; for we diſcovered at ſome diſtance 
from us two men of war, which advanced 
towards us full ſail. We ſoon found 
them to be French privateers, who were 
in ſearch of Dutch veſſels, in order to 
make them their prize. I preſum'd that 
we were in no manner of danger, becauſe 


the paſſeffgers were Engliſb, and friends 
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to France, not to mention that our crew 
conſiſted wholly of Frenchmen, but I was 
not yet acquainted with the execrable vil- 
lainy of pirates, which however I learnt 
too ſoon. Preſently they ſent to aſk who 
we were, when I anſwered, that I was an 
Engliſhman, and was going to the Britiſh 
court, as my paſsport prov'd. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, they pretended not to be- 
+00 me, and accordingly declared, that 
f we did not furrender immediately, they 
would ſink us that inſtant. Are we then, 
ſaid I (deeply affficted at theſe words) 
fallen again among wretches as batbarous 
as the Americanfavages'? We muft periſh, 
or fubmit to the mercy of an inhuman 


conqueror; moſt fatal extremity! But 


jet us furrender, fince *ewill be impoſſible 
for us to make a reſiſtance. The villains 
did not allow me time to reflect, for the 
- Tea being calm, one of their ſhips came 
up, lay a long fide of ours, and forc'd us 

ard of their own. We met with the 
moſt barbarous treatment on this occa- 
fion, and they would have ſeparated me 
from my wife, had they not at laſt been 
ſoftned by our cries and intreaties. How- 


ever, my ſiſter-in-Jaw, her daughter and 


Mrs. Lallin were put on board the other 
ſhip;' I did not hear a long time after 
what became of them, tho” I made the 
ſtricteſt enquiry. In 
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In thts condition we were carried into 
Marſeilles, and I was obliged to pay a 
confiderable ſum for our ranſom. I alſo 
was obliged to continue ſome weeks in 
that harbour, before I could get an op- 
portunity of paſſing ſafely into England. 
At laſt one preſented itſelf, and I ar- 
rived happily in the port of London, with 
my wife and two ſons, for my little 
daughter died in our firſt paſſage. 

I now was perpetually ' revolving the 
Juſt and excellent advice Lord Clarendon 
had given me 3 and I form'd to my ſelf a 
way of life which appear'd to me very 
advantageous. My poſſeſſions, as I have 
already obſerved, were very conſider- 
able; and by the induſtry and probity of 
thoſe in whoſe hands they were left, they 
were increaſed far beyond my expecta- 
tions. I therefore was now reſolved, to 
purſue the ſtudy of 3 with mo- 
deration; to apply my ſelf to the prac- 
tice of a ſevere morality; and to inſtruct 
my family and my ſelf in the myſteries of 
2 which was of daily comfort to 
me againſt the ſiniſter accidents of Life. 

] was no ways ſolicitous to appear at 


court; the idea which Lord Clarendon 


had given me of the King and thoſe who 
ſurrounded him, determined me to never 
go near it. I had a ſincere affection for 


gs R Lifted 
virtue, which had always been the object 
of my reſearches. With this diſpoſition 
of mind, I was eafily perſuaded that I 
ſhould ſoon diſpleaſe a ſet of people, who 
were wholly immerſed in riot and de- 
bauchery. did not intend to reſide in 
London, but to remove into the country, 
and there ſpend the remainder of my 
days. en ban alt, 
However, as I was taking the proper 
meaſures for putting my deſign in execu- 
tion, the King had notice of my arrival, 
and immediately after I was ſent for to 
court. Being come, the King gave me 
the ſtrangeſt teſtimonies of his eſteem, 
and called to: mind, with the greateſt plea- 


ſure, the many hours of converſation: he 


had been pleaſed to indulge me, in France 
and in Spain. He took notice of the ten- 
der affection my grand - father had for 
me, and the prodigious uneaſineſs my 
departure gave him. But bewailed, in a 
polite manner, the misfortunes © which: 
that miſtaken tenderneſs had plunged me 
into. I told him the artifices which had 
been. employed, in order to perſuade him 
that IJ had promiſed Mrs Lallin marriage. 
This was a good leſſon to him, as it hin- 
ted how difficult it is for a Monarch to 
diſcover truth, becauſe he could ſee it no 
otherwiſe than by the repreſentation of 

1 perſons 
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perſons who oftentimes find it their inte- 1 
reſt to deceive him. He ought to have | 
concluded, from the example I ſet before 
him, that 'tis the duty of a King to ex- 
amin things ſtrictly himſelf, and not de- 
pend on the account of even his moſt 
faichful ſervants, ſo far from giving ear 
to all ſorts of people. But King Charles 
was not now in a condition, nor of a turn 
of mind, requiſite for the making of | 
ſuch reflections, | | 
He maceme ſeveral obliging reproach- | 
es, with regard to my ſtaying ſo long 11 
before I came to court. To excuſe my | | 
ſelf in ſuch a manner as might be worthy 
of the kind reception with which he ho- 
noured me, I replied, that as I had paſt | | 
through ſuch a ſcene of calamities, eſpe- 41 
cially after loſing my ſiſter-in-law and [| 
her daughter, I was determined to lead, | | 
if poſſible, a calm, unruffled life in the 
midſt of my family, far removed from 
the noiſe and hurry of courts. That my 
natural difpoſition did not ſuit with them ; 
that I was nevertheleſs greatly obliged to | 
his Majeſty for honouring me with fo | 
many marks of his eſteem ; but that, as, 
it would be impoſſible I could be of any 
ſervice to him, I beſought him to ſuffer 
me to live in retirement. ' That my in- 
clination and even my education made it 
16 ; neceſſar 
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neceſſary for his Majeſty to indulge me 
the favour | humbly interceded for. 
.., The King was ſurpris'd at this diſ- 
courſe, and the glances he caſt at me, 
ſhew'd he did not approve my deſign. 
Perceiving this, I thought it was my duty 
to add, that in caſe I could be of any ſer- 
vice to his Majeſty, I would freely ſacri- 
fice my fortune, and even my Life, to 
ſerve him; but that as I had no manner 
of Idea of the affairs of ſo mighty a Mo- 
narch, I on the other ſide could never 
prevail with my ſelf to be as a meer cour- 
tier; and, beſides, had not the talents 
requilite. for it. That the greateſt bleſ- 
ſing his Majeſty could procure me, would 
be to:let me lead a life of ſolitude; and 
therefore I again intreated him to ap- 

rove of a deſign ſo laudable in itſelf, and 
o agreeable to my preſent condition. 
Aſter ſome; moments ſilence, the K ing 
anſwered, that he would compenſate a 
my, ſufferings, by procuring me a ſplen- 
did, and at the ſame time an eaſy for- 


tune. That he was bound in gratitude 


to take care of Lord Axminſter's family, 

for the ſervices that Nobleman had done 
bim: That he would never forget the 
generoſity of ſuch of his ſubjects as had 
ſhared in his calamities; that ſince it was 
in his power to acknowledge their ſer- 
j | vices, 
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vices, his beneficence ſhould be as bound- 
leſs as theirs, He therefore deſired me to 
be near his perſon, declaring I ſhould 
ſoon experience, that proſperity had not 
made him forget his friends; that he had 
not forgot the zeal my grand-father had 
ever diſcovered for his intereſt ; and there- 
fore would indulge thoſe favours to the 
paſts, which his former ill fortune 


ad not permitted him to beſtow on old 
Cleveland. 


*T was now impoſſible for me to reject 
theſe kind offers, and therefore I told his 
Majeſty, that I was ready to obey all his 


commands, and farther aſſured him, that 
as I thought it glorious to be born his ſub- 
Jet, I would make it my happineſs to 
obey him. However, I can aſſure the 
reader, that *twas with the utmoſt re- 
luctance I complied. Methought I heard 
Lord Clarendon cenſuring me for it, hut 


how was it poſſible for me to act other- 
wile ? 948 


Me. LEV ELAN D, 
NATURAL SON 


n * 

2 

Oliver Cromwell. 8 
— — ri. 
BOOR 3 | nc 

- ha 

s ſoon as I had taken this reſo- 8 

| lution, I endeavoured to ac- be 

5 qua int my ſelf with the ſtate of : 

the court, and the character of ka 

the chief perſons who compos'd it. In 7 
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order to make the reader ſenſible of the 
uneaſineſſes I met with in this new way of 
Life, I believe it may not be improper 
for me to give an idea of the perſons with 
whom I now aſſociated. : 
I obſerved in the King'a whimſical 
compoſition of good and ill qualities; 
great virtues, but much greater vices. 
Had he not abandonned himſelf to corrupt 
flatterers, he would have been one of the 
reateſt Monarchs that ever fat on the 
ritiſß throne. His authority was more 
abſolute than either the fundamental laws, | 
or the good of the nation would allow. 1 
But then, the nation had given him this 4 
authority; and almoſt every individual 
wore the yoke of it, without feeling the 
weight of, or repining at it. The King, 
after having rid himſelf of the Earl of 
Clarendon, a Miniſter whoſe wiſdom, re- | 
gularity and ſeverity were obnoxious to 
him, had plunged into all the exceſſes of | 
riot and debauchery. The court was | | 
| 


now frequented by ſuch perſons only, as 
had a talent for refining on pleaſures, and | 
carrying them to the moſt ſhocking ex- 1 
ceſſes. An univerſal depravation had 14 
overſpread men's minds, whence reaſon was | 
quite ſhut out. The Monarch was ſur- | 
rounded with a choſen band of intrepid | 
wretches, who were ready to execute the | 
E blackeſt 10 
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blackeſt crimes. A contempt of religi- 
on, a ſelf · oblivion, a voluntary blindneſa, 
with regard to the moſt common Prin- 
ciples of honeſty; a low diſſoluteneſs, al- 
together unworthy of creatures who boaſt 
ever fo little reaſon, form*d the character 
of theſe worthleſs perſonages. The King 
ſpent all his days in the moſt voluptuous 
effeminacy, betwixt his miſtreſſes and his 
favourites, who were ever furniſhing him 
with new ſcenes of debauchery. He had 
no regard for any thing, but facrific'd his 
honour, and , ſquander*d his treaſures on 
laſcivious women, who made him pay 
extravagantly for their favours. The 
courtiers plundered him on all ſides, and 
drain*d the treaſury, in order to appear 
with ſplendor; and do honour, as they 
ſpeciouſly rerm'd it, to their Sovereign. 
By this means the King was reduc'd 
to extreme indigence, fo that he ſhut up 
the treaſury, by the advice of Sir Thomas 
Clifford. By the artifices of the Dutcheſs 
of Portſ——þ, his favourite miſtreſs at 
that time, he ſold himſelf to France, and 
became the penfioner of that Kingdom; 
weak, fearful, and enervated by plea- 

ſures; he was incapable of ſupporting his 
enterprizes, and ever ready to ſacrifice 
his moſt faichful ſervants. 


His 
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His principal favourites were, the 
Dukes of Buckingham and Lauderdale; Sir 
Thomas Oſ—rn, Earl of Da——by, at- 
terwards Duke of L——as ; Sir Henneage 
Fi ——h Lord Keeper, and Sir Fo/eph 
Williamſon ſecretary of ſtate. All theſe 
noblemen were ready to carry on ſuch 
meaſures as the King ſhould give into. 

Villars Duke of Buckinghan had long 
been the chief inſtrument of the King's 
pleaſures. The fruicful imagination of 
this man,. (the very ſoul of whim) in- 
vented daily ſuch diverſions as reflected 
a great diſhonour on the King. He poſ- 
ſeſs d all the talents which form the great 
Stateſman ; but theſe became uſeleſs, and 
even dangerous, by the exceſs of his diſ- 
ſoluteneſs, and his horrid impieties. Hav- 
ing neither religion, virtue or friendſhip, 
he gloried in profeſſing the moſt abſolute 
Atheiſm: *rwas he firſt corrupted the 
King's heart. He had introduced to that 
Prince the celebrated Hobbs, who, upon 
pretence of teaching him the mathema- 
ticks, inſpired him with his own ideas, 
with regard to religion and politicks. 
But at laſt Buckingham made himſelf odi- 
ous to the nation; fo that the Parliament 
beſought the King to remove this dange- 
rous miniſter from his councils. His fa- 
vourite was near * when J appear'd 
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at court; and he at laſt experienced the 
inconſtancy of Kings; for he was quite 
diſgrac'd ; and being remov'd from the 

{t of chancellor of the univerſity of 
Cambridge, the Duke of Monmouth was 
elected in his room. 

Fortune was more conſtant to the Duke 
of Lauderdale. Altho* he was no leſs 
odious than his collegue, he yet found 
means to keep his imployments. He was 
a Scot/man, and of ſo ſubtil a turn of mind 
as was proof againſt obſtacles and dan- 
gers. I ſoon ſaw into his character, not- 
withſtanding his great cunning and diſſi- 
mulation. He was bold even to intrepi- 
dity, ready at expedients, and exceed- 
ingly well {kilPd in ſtate affairs. He did 
not conceal a natural heat, that was nearly 
allied to fury, and which made him for- 
midable to all parties in which intereſt 
had engaged him, He ſeem'd at firſt a 
rigid Preſbyterian, and ſignaliz'd his zeal 
againſt the Royal Prerogative; but in 
1647, he offered his ſervices to Charles I. 
He was taken priſoner at the battle of 
Worceſter, and did not obtain his liberty, 
till after the frame of the government 
was alter'd. He was one of the firſt who 
vent, to the Hague, and offer'd his ſervice to 
K. Charles II. This nobleman had flatter'd 
himſelf with being able to eſtabliſh a de- 

ſpotick 
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ſpotick power in Scotland. Epiſcopacy 
having been reſtor'd in this kingdom, he 
became the greateſt perſecutor of the Preſ- 
byterians. In 1660, the King appointed 
him his high commiſſioner in that king- 
dom; and by his authority and intrigues, 
the aſſembly carried the Royal Suprema- 
cy higher than had ever been known. 
Lauderdale arrogated to himſelf a power 
above the laws, for which he had a ſanc- 
tion from his Majeſty. He nominated 
the privy counſellors; and appointed ſuch 
perſons for judges who were at his devo- 
tion. He, only, gave penſions, diſpos'd 
of places, and beſtow'd favours of every 
kind, He levied or caſhier'd the troops, 
and executed all things with ſo much ſe- 
verity, that he ſeem'd to be a director of 
the moſt cruel inquiſition, rather than a 
miniſter, whoſe duty it was to make a 
people happy. But notwithſtanding the 
zeal with which he endeavoured to ſow 
the ſeeds of arbitrary power; he yet ad- 
hered to the Presbyterian principles, and 
deteſted as much as poſſible the memory 
of King Charles I. and his partizans. How 
baſe, how hypocritical, how dreadful 

was this conduct! 
Sir Thomas O5böj - was born in York- 
Hire. He was appointed Lord High- 
treaſurer in the room of Lord Clifford; 
E323. and 
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and owed this employment to his genius, 
which was capable of any attempt; of 
raſhly carrying on any project; of re- 
moving obſtacles by ſolid expedients which 
his inventive mind ſuggeſted to him on 
every occaſion. He gain'd all his Maje- 
ſty's confidence, and maintained his poſt, 
in ſpit of the endeavours of the Parlia- 
ment, who took umbrage at the favour 
he was indulged. He was impeach'd of 
high crimes and miſdemeanors z but for 
want of ſufficient proofs, the proſecution 


was dropt. 


Sir Henneage F——=ch, who had been 
appointed Lord-keeper, in the room of 
Lord Shaftsbury, and was afterwards Lord 
High-chamberlain, was of a ſupple turn 
of mind, and gave implicitly into all the 
King's meaſures. Regardleſs of the pub- 
lick welfare, he ſacrificed all things to 
preſent intereſt, He was, by his em- 
ployment, one of the firſt noblemen of 
the realm; and he ſubmitted to the mean- 
eſt actions, to keep himſelf in his em- 
ployment. 

Villiamſon reſembled him very much, 
and ſo was very fit for the — 
of ſecretary of State; a poſt of ſuch con- 


fidence, that it was not proper to beſtow 
it on any other than a perſon wholly de- 


voted to the King's will; and by that 
| means 
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means capable of cencealing the horrid 
myſteries of the government. 

I may truly affirm, that I did not find 
ſo much as one man of honour in the 
whole court. But how dreadful was it 
to me, to aſſociate with a ſet of corrupt 
people, who openly deſpis'd virtue, and 
gloried in vice! I nevertheleſs projected a 
bold, and perhaps raſh deſign ; that is, 
I dar'd to be virtuous, in the midſt of 
the general depravation of the court; and 
to this I owe the title of Philoſopher, 
which the King gave me. My wife had 
an employment under the Queen, after 
which ſhe contracted a very great friend- 
ſhip with Mrs. Elizabeth Cromwell, who 
was as much diſtinguiſhed by her extra- 
ordinary merit, as her father had been 
odjous to the whole world for his hypo- 
criſy, his cruelty, and other vices. A 
commiſſion was given to my eldeſt ſon, 
and his younger brother was appointed 
one of the King's pages. His Majeſty, 
as a proof of the confidence he repos'd in 
me, appointed me a member of the privy 
council, in ſpite of all the arguments [ 
could uſe to diſſuade him from it. The 
firſt time I took my ſeat in it, the mem 
bers debated on the methods how to ſup- 
ply the King's neceſſities, and reſtore his 
credit and. authority. They were greatly 
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rplexed on this occaſion, when, at laſt, 
propoſed the only thing that could be 
of real advantage to his Majeſty, which 
was, to recover the confidence of the 
Parliament, by iſſuing out a proclama- 
tion againſt the Romiſb Prieſts and Je- 


ſuits. The King had been us'd to this 


way of proceeding, for which he boaſted 
to both houſes, (as he always had done) 
his great zeal for their intereſt, and 
for the ſecurity of the church of England: 
But he was very inſincere on this occa- 
fion; and as I had diſcovered the notions 
he entertained of religion in general, I 
plainly perceived that his ſpeech was 
merely the effect of hypocriſy. I knew 
alſo, that his Majeſty had embraced the 
Popiſh religion in Fontarabia, and had 
always profeſs'd it ſecretly. I was like- 
wile ſenſible, that he had no ſooner re- 
ceiv'd the ſacrament from the hand of a 


| Proteſtant Biſhop, but he would go and 


take it from a Popiſh prieſt. Such abo- 
minable principles of religion; ſo mon- 
ſtrous a mixture, filPd me with horrour ; 
and I would frequently mention them to 
his Majeſty, with a liberty which the fa- 
vour he indulged me ſeemed to autho- 
rize. However, my remonſtrances were 
all to no purpoſe, for the Jeſuits had a 


upreme aſcendant over his mind, and 
| allow'd 
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allow'd him to ſport with religion, in or- 
der to obtain their ends by more ſecret 
and for that reaſon, more ſecure methods. 
*T was impoſſible but ſome part of this 
muſt come to the ears of the nation; and 
hence it was, that the Parliament gave 
him only fair words; and even went fo 
far, as to make enquiry into the ſtate of 
the revenues and trade, which preſently 

alarm'd the whole court. | 
An incident of a very ſingular nature, 
quite diſconcerted the King's deſign to 
advance the Popiſh religion, and increas'd 
the ſuſpicions people already entertain'd on 
that head. A French prieſt, Luzanci by 
name, abjured that religion, and preach- 
ing in a Proteſtant church, made hisapo-: | 
logy in ſuch terms, as the riling zeal, 
and often ſelf-intereſted views of a proſelyte 
frequently ſuggeſt, There was in London a 
Jeſuit, called Father St. Germain, who had 
a great ſhare in the King's confidence. 
This man went to Luzanci, and threatned 
to hire aſſaſſins to-murther him, or get him 
convey'd back into France. The new con- 
vert intimidated by theſe menaces, made 
a recantation, in writing, of the doctrines 
he had maintained in publick. This was 
complained of at the ſecretary's office, 
and afterwards in the houſe of com- 
mons. Luzanci accus'd the Jeſuit in the 
E 5 ſtror g- 
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ſtrongeſt terms, and produced a me- 
morial containing ſeveral private cir- 
cumſtances relating to his Majeſty. This 
was not without foundation ; for the Je- 
fuit had been ſo imprudent as to reveal | 
feveral things relating to the government, 
and among the reſt, that the King was a 
Papiſt ; that the court was determined to 
eſtabliſh an univerſal toleratton, by which 
means all England would be ſubject to the 
ſee of Rome, in leſs than two years. By 
the way, the Jeſuits are ſeldom guilty of 
fo much imprudence ; fully perſuaded 
that to execute great affairs, great ſe- 
crecy 1s required. 

This affair made a conſiderable noiſe 
in England. The Proteſtants were al- 
larm'd, the fears of the court increas'd, 
in proportion to the ſuſpicions of the 
Parliament. Orders were given to pro- 

| ſecute father St. Germain with all the ri- 
' ,  gour which the nature of the crime, the 


rofeſſion of the perſon accus'd, and the 
intereſt of religion requir'd. The King, 
in order to get clear of this troubleſome 
affair, feign'd, according to his uſual 
; cuſtom, a prodigious zeal for the church 
of England; ſo order'd a proclamation 
to be publiſhed, promiſing a reward of 
two hundred pounds, for the taking of 
the Jeſuit, who by this time was out of 
all danger, | At 
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At the ſame time, King Charles's cor- 
reſpondence with France was diſcovered. 
*T was declared, that the conqueſts of his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty in the Low-Coun- 
tries would be fatal to the Proteſtant re- 
ligion; that King Charles would employ 
the power of Lewis XIV, in order to 1n- 
troduce Popery into Great Britain, as 
was viſible from the great condeſcenſion he 
ſhewed to France. Theſe things made the 
people murmur, and gave riſe toa number- 
lets multitude of pamphlets, filled with 
odious truths; and alarmed the court ſo 
much, that I was afraid of ſome fatal re- 
volution, In council, fcarce any of the 
members were ever of my opinion; and 
J had the uneaſineſs to find my ſelf the 
only perſon who ſpoke in favour of the 
publick good. My advice was never 
liftned to, but when things were brought 
to the laſt extremity; was always de- 
ſpiſed on all other occaſions; and after 
the houſe of Commons came, at laſt, 
into the court-meaſures, I was accuſed of 
weakneſs and timidity. However, it 
was neceſſary, in order that ſome foun- 
dation might be given to theſe vain tri- 
umphs, to give the Princeſs Mary, eldeſt 
daughter to the Duke of Vork, in marri- 
age to the Prince of Orange. This match 
diffus'd a great joy over the whole king- 
. dom; 
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dom; and I may take the liberty to af- 
firm, that the counſels I gave did not 
contribute a little to it; however, King 
_ Charles loſt all the advantages he might 
naturally have expected from them. The 
ſecret negotiation he carried on with 
France, in order to ſacrifice the intereſt 
of his allies to the ambition of Lewis XIV. 
were diſcovered , and therefore the court 
was obliged to have recourſe to new ex- 
pedients. I my ſelf hit upon one which 
very much puzzled the houſe of Com- 
mons; for I propos'd to the council to 
conclude a league offenſive and defenſive 
with the States-General; and my plan 
being approv'd, was put in execution 
ſoon after. His Majeſty, in conſequence 
of this, went to the Parliament-houſe, to 
demand the ſubſidies neceſſary to ſupport 
his new allies. The Commons were very 
ſenſible, that in caſe they granted the 
King the monies he deſired, they would 
be all thrown away ; and that if they re- 
fuſed, his Majeſty might then juſtly con- 
tinue inactive, and ſo the Parliament 
would be reſponſible for the progreſs the 
French arms might make: Nevertheleſs, 
they ſhewed ſuch a firmneſs and reſolu- 
tion as quite diſconcerted the Council. 
They were urgent with the King to de- 
clare war with France, whilſt I, on — 

| Other 
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other ſide, ſupported, to the utmoſt of 
my power, the addreſs of the Commons. 
The Houſe afterwards impeached the 
miniſtry, and beſought the King to re- 
move eſpecially the Duke of Lauderdale. 
This addreſs made the King loſe all mo- 
deration; and in order to ſtrike a terror, 
he immediately rais'd an army of thirty 
thouſand men. | 

Whilſt it was levying, Van Lewen, en- 
voy of the States-General, arriv'd in Lon- 
don. At his firſt audience he acquain- 
ted the King with the reſolution his Ma- 
ſters had taken, to conclude a ſeparate 
peace with France, ſince Great Britan 
refuſed them even the leaſt ſuccour; and 
that his Majeſty's conduct expoſed them 
to the laſt extremities. I was urgent with 
his Majeſty to declare war, but all in 
vain ; for he treated privately with Mon- 
ſieur Barillon, the French embaſſador; 
and the negotiation was concluded, at the 
rate of four hundred thouſand pounds 
ſterling. The King would have entruſted 
me with the care of this negotiation; but 
finding it unjuſt, I found means to diſen- 
gage my ſelf from it. 

At laic the King, notwithſtanding the 
variety of intrigues he had carried on, 
could not compaſs his ends. The Com- 
mons would have disbanded the for- 


ces, @ 
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ces, and even aſlign'd a fund for their 

pay to a certain time; but the Court 

did not think that proper. The only pre- 

tence. of maintaining *em and of obtain- 

ing ſubſidies was in the view of conclud- 

ing an offenſive league, which was ne- 

gotiated very happily by Sir Villiam 
Temple. But this was done merely with 

the view of impoſing on the nation, 
fince Lewis XIV. knew very well be- 

forehand, that he had no occaſion to: 
be under any apprehenſions from this 

league. Nevertheleſs, the affair was tranf- 

ated with ſo much cunning, that moſt. 
people thought the Peace of Mimeguen 
was owing to it. 

At the ſame time a conſpiracy was 
diſcover'd, which very much alarm'd 
the whole nation. All the part I took 
in this affair, was founded on my invi- 
olable Attachment to the public welfare, 
and my ſincere affection for the King's 
perſon, whoſe life was expos'd to great 
dangers. I ſhall lay open this myſtery 
as follows, obſerving however, that I ſha]l. 
deſeend to the particulars of this plot, 
for no other reaſon than to proceed, 
ſtep by ſtep, to the diſcovery of a 
melancholy incident relating to my ſelf, 
which I am perſuaded will not be un- 


ſatisfactory to the reader. 1/racl Tongue 
a, 
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a Miniſter in London, addreſſing himſelf 
to me, reveal'd certain particulars relat- 
ing to a horrid conſpiracy contriv'd b 

the Roman Catholicks againſt the Churc 

of England, the Government, and the 
King; terrified at this diſcovery, I diſ- 
clos'd it to his Majeſty in a private 
conference, when I endeavour'd to make 
him ſenſible of the horror with which I 
was ſeiz'd on this occaſion. The King 
feem'd aſtoniſh'd, but a moment after 
I remark*d ſuch an indifference as was 
not natural to him, and which made 
me Tuſpe& he was not ignorant of the 
plot. . Tongue finding the advice he 
gave neglected, ſuſpected, very proba- 
bly, that I had not acquainted the King 


with it; and therefore engag'd one 


Kirkby, a Chemiſt employ'd in his Ma- 
jeſty's Laboratory, to procure him an 
audience, Accordingly he was order'd 
to be in the Park by eight the next 
morning. The King was there; took 
the written memorial of the Plor, and 
after peruſing it with an air of indiffer- 
ence, bid Tongue addreſs himſelf to the 
Lord-high-treaſurer. The informer wait- 
ing upon that Nobleman, told him, 
that the memorial he had preſented to 
the King, was the copy of a writin 

which had been thrown into his hodſe 


by 
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by perſons unknown. Tongue return'd a 
few days after, and gave in a more 
ample relation than the former. The 
Earl of Danby was ſenſible of the dan- 
ger, and deſir'd the King to iſſue out 
a Proclamation for ſeizing of Grove and 
Pickering, who were charg'd with a de- 
ſign of aſſaſſinating the King, He al- 
ſo deſir'd leave to inform the Coun- 
cil of this plot; but, what is vaſtly 
ſurprizing, the King commanded him 
to ſtifle the affair, and not once men- 
tion it to the Duke of 7rk. Some time 
after, Tongue gave notice that the Aſ- 
ſaſſins were to meet at MVindſor; but af- 
ter wards brought word that they had 
put off their Journey. This uncertain- 
ty made the King imagine that the whole 
lot was a chimera; that the publiſh- 
ing of it might be of dangerous conſe. 
quence, and might furniſh his enemies. 
with the plan of an enterprize, againſt 
kis Perſon, and alſo the means of put- 
ting it in execution. Such were the 
reaſons he gave me, to juſtify the ſilence he 
had commanded on this occaſion. I was of 
opinion, that the conſpiracy was levell'd 
only at the Church of England; and 
that the King, to remove all ſuſpicions 
of his being concern'd in this horrid. in- 
© . terprize, had conſented that mention. 
ſhould 
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ſhould be made of a deſign to aſ- 
ſaſſinate him. The advantage he intend- 
ed to gain from this plan is evident: 
for, in caſe the conſpiracy had been diſ- 
cover'd, was it poſſible for the nation 
to ſuppoſe he had the leaſt hand in it, 
ſince a deſign was therein ſaid to be 
form'd againſt his life? 

But an accident which happen'd broke 
all the meaſures the King had taken, in 
order to keep this affair ſecret. Tongue 
declar'd that Bedding field, confeſſor to 
the Duke of York, was to receive let- 
ters from the Feſuits, which accordingly 
were receiv'd. The confeſſor ſurpriz'd at 
the myſteries contain'd in them, com- 
municated 'em to the Duke, who told 
the King of 'em; and being earneſtly ſol- 
licited by the Duke to communicate them 
to the council, he was oblig'd to do it, 

The reader is to know, that Dr. Tongue 
was no more, in this diſcovery, than the 
tool of Titus Oats, ſon to a Ribbon-wea- 
ver in London, the latter had taken or- 
ders, and was poſſeſs'd of a living. He 
had liv'd, under the name of Ambroſe, 
in the Duke of Norfolk's family ; and 
he at that time held private correſpon- 
dence with the Socinians. Being reduc'd 
to the extremes of miſery, he got ac- 
quainted with Tongue, who after having 

kept 
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kept him ſome time in his houſe, ad- 
vis'd him, in order to make his for- 
tune, to join himſelf with the Roman 
Catholicks, in order to diſcover their 
ſecrets. Accordingly Oates abjur'd the 
Proteſtant Religion, and enter'd among. 
the Jeſuits. In 1677 he was ſent into 
Spain, thence to St. Omers, to the En-. 
gliſb ſeminary there; and about the 
cloſe of the year 1678 return'd to Ex- 
gland, with the incidents contain'd in 
the memorial, which Tongue had under- 
taken to preſent to his Majeſty. 

The informer declar'd in this writing, 
that being intruſted by Strange, provin- 
cial of the Jeſuits in England, to carry 


letters from Madrid to Father Suinam 


an Iriſbman, he had open'd the packet, 
and read as follows, viz. that in Scot- 
land, the Jeſuits endeavour'd to ſtir up 
the Preſbyterians to rebellion, they be- 
ing inexpreſſibly aggriev'd by the bar- 


barity of the Duke of Lauderdale. That 


m Valladolid the Engliſh Students were 
conſtrain'd by force, to abjure the oath 
of allegiance; and that father Armſtrong 
vented the moſt horrid imprecations, in 
his Sermons againſt his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty: That after making theſe and o- 
ther diſcoveries, ſince his return to Lon- 
dan, Father Strange had ſent him with 
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a letter to St. Omers, in which mention 
was made of a deſign to aſſaſſinate the 
King; that he himſelf had read, in his 
voyages ſeveral letters relating to the 
ſame plot, a deſign of overturning the 
conſtirution, and reſtoring the Roman 
Catholick religion: That in the month 
of April of that year, being return'd 
to England, he had been preſent at a 
conference of fifty Jeſuits, who met at 
the White-borſe Tavern in the Strand, 
where all ſign'd their refolution to kill 
the King; and the plan of the meaſures, 
they were to take for that purpoſe : 
T hat ſince this time he had agam been 
ſent to St. Omers from thence in June 
following back into his own Country, 
where he had been inform'd of the con- 
tract made with Sr. George Wakeman, phy- 


ſician to the Queen, who, for 13000. was 


to poiſon the King; and another en- 
gagement of Grove and Pickering, who 


were to ſhoot his Majeſty, In kne, he 


he had diſcover'd, that the Feſuits had 
fomented the laſt Wars, and ſet fire to 
the City of London, by the artifice of 
Father Strange, by which the ſociety had 
got a booty, all charges paid, of four- 
teen thouſand pounds, 

This affair was made public as ſoon 
as the council was inform'd of it. 2 
made 
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made a numberleſs multitude of reflei- 
ons, on the King's refuſing to let any 
ſearch be made, or proſecution be car- 
ried on. How ſuſpicious, wou'd I ſay 
to my ſelf; is this indifference! What 
can be the motive of it? This affair con- 
cerns the preſent ſtate of the government? 
the religion eſtabliſh'd by law, and even 
the King's life; and yet the King him- 
felf appears cold and indifferent at all 
theſe dreadful rumours! He ſeems ſo lit- 
tle touch'd with them, that one wou'd 


_..eonghude they did not once affect him; 


he Mmſelf has therefore ſpread theſe re- 
— knowing that his perſon is ſecure 
rom all attacks. But on the other ſide, 
can it be probable that he would be 
an accomplice in ſuch dark, ſuch infa- 
mous acts? Is it not more likely, that 
there really is a deſign to aſſaſſinate his 
Majeſty; but that he does not believe 
any thing of it; And yet, how will 
it be poſſible to contradict ſo many cir- 
cumſtances as are found in Oates's me- 
morial? The Papiſts, indeed, require a 
King who is reſolute, active and vigi- 
lant. Now Charles poſeſſes none of theſe 
qualities, but then they all are united 
in the Duke of 7ork, who, beſides, pro- 
feſſes the Romiſb Religion openly 3 where- 
as the King ſuits his principles to his 


intereſt ; 


* an - — 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 117 


intereſt; not to mention that 'tis well 
known he has very little regard for Re- 
ligion in general. Theſe conſiderations - 
might have prompted the Papiſts to con- 
ſpire againſt his life, in order to raiſe 
xs Duke of Vor to the throne, who 
doubtleſs would be of greater ſervice to 
'em, and be abſolutely at their diſpoſal. 
Now, as the King puts the greateſt con- 
fidence in thoſe very wretches who are 
the conſpirators, they may eaſily per- 
ſuade him, that the plot of which they 
are accus'd is mere fiction, invented by 
the Proteſtants to ruin 'em. be 
this as it will there is ſomething very 
unaccountable in this ſtupid ſecurity of 
the King, which will not permit him 
to ſearch into the horrors of this myſtery 
of iniquity. . . In this manner did I argue 
without being able to fix my thoughts. 
In the mean time Tongue was not diſ- 
heartned at the inactivity of the Courr, 
but was ſtill fully determin'd to, purſue his 
accuſations, in ſpite of the many repul- 
ſes he had met with. The Lord-high- 
treaſurer, inform'd of the King's thoughts 
on this head, fancied he had taken ſuf. 
ficient care of himſelf in having reported 
the whole to the council; and that af. 
ter this, the King himſelf would be re. 
ſponſible for the calamities, which 'twas 


fear'd 
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fear d his negligence would occaſion, 
In the mean time the informers were 
very zealous to defeat the viſible endea- 
vours which were us'd, to ſuppreſs the 
depoſitions, or to raiſe an opinion in the 
world, that the whole was a forgery, by 
ſo unufual, ſo extraordinary a ſilence. 
Accordingly Oates went to Sir Ea- 
mundbury Godfrey, a Juſtice of Peace, 
living in the pariſh of St. Martins in 
the Fields, and deſit'd to take his de- 
poſition, by which he affirm'd, that the 
memorial he brought, contam'd matters 
of the utmoſt conſequence to the King 
and Government, Dr. Tongue was pre- 
fent at the ſame time, and ſwore that 
he himſelf had prefented the like me- 
morial to the King. U this aſſur- 
ance the Juſtice adminiſtred the Oath, 
of which he gave a certificate. The 
report of this was ſoon ſpread abroad, 
fo that we were afraid it would be 
productive of ill effects among the peo- 
ple; fo that I prevail'd with the coun- 
cil to ſend for Tongue and Oates before 
em. After his examination, an apart- 
ment, and a table were allow'd them in 
White - ball, and they were order'd a 
guard for the greater ſecurity of their 
Perſons. The council met morning and 


evening, for above a week, on this af- 
D361 fair ; 
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fair; and a little after they ſeiz'd Sir 
George Wakeman, Phyſician to the Queen, 
Edward Coleman, Secretary to the Duke 
of York, Richard Langhorn Lawyer; Tho- 
mas Whitebread at that time Provincial 
of the Jeſuits, Jobn Gawen, Ant 

Turner, William Ireland, William Rum- 
ley, William Marſhal, James Corker, Tho- 
mas Pickering, all Popiſh Prieſts or Je- 
ſuits, Several letters which Coleman had 
forgot were ſeiz'd at his houſe, but he 
had deſtroyed a much greater number. 
An accident which happen'd ſoon af- 
ter aſtoniſn'd the public, who thought 
it a confirmation of the reality of the 
Plot, and indeed I my ſelf was of the 
ſame opinion. Sir Edmundbury Godfrey 
was miſſing on aſudden, and four days after 
was found murder'd, and his own ſword 
thruſt thro* him, in a ditch by Primroſe- 
Hill, near Hampſtead. the Coroner's In- 
queſt ſat on the body, and the Sur- 
geons declar'd that Sir Edmundbury had 


been ſtrangled; and that his own ſword 


had been thruſt through his body, ſome 
time after his death, ſince not a ſingle 
drop of blood was ſeen to have trickled 
from the wound. The Roman Catho- 
licks were ſuſpected to have perpetrated 


this hotrid murder, which by this time 


made a very great noiſe. Upon this a 
4+ Pro- 
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oclamation was iſſued, promiſing a re- 
ward of five hundred pounds, and his 
Majeſty's protection, to any one who 
ſhould diſcover the aſſaſſins. | 
I never in my life ſaw the King ſo un- 
eaſy as on this occaſion. He, had uſed 
his utmoſt endeavours to ſtifle this affair, 
and by that means was ſuſpected of being 
at the head of this deteſtable enterprize. 
This was the publick talk ; and it was 
natural that the proceedings of the coun- 
cil ſhould be taken notice of, as it would 
be impoſſible to prevent juſtice from tak- 
ing its courſe. The Parliament was now 
going to meet, and in all probability to 
take cognizance of a crime which ſtruck 
at the religion and laws. There was room 
to fear, that this ſevere tribunal would 
make the ſtricteſt inquiry into myſteries 
which were of. ſo horrid a nature, as to 
excite the moſt dreadful effects of his 
zeal. The King foreſeeing this fatal diſ- 
covery, did all that lay in his power to 
event this proſecution from coming be- 
|= the Parliament. The Lord Trea- 
ſurer was commanded to be ſilent on 
that head; and in the ſpeech he made 
at the opening of the ſeſſion, he delivered 
himſelfaccording to the inſtructions which 
had been given him. He declared, that 


he had been told of a conſpiracy carrying 
| on 
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on by the Jeſuits: That he intended to 
have the criminal judg'd by common law; 
that they might expect, from his great 
affection for the Proteſtant religion, and 
the love he bore his ſubjects, all the care 
and ſeverity which the publick tranquil- 
lity required, as well as the ſafety of the 
Church of England, which was now in 
great danger from that deteſtable enter- 
prize. „ des et : 
The King was ſo well known, that not 
the leaſt regard was had to his proteſta- 
tions; and he might plainly perceive, that 
he had quite loſt the eſteem and confi- 
dence of the Nation. But he did not 
ſeem ſo much diſtarbed at 'the unfavour- 
able opinion his ſubjects entertained of 
him, as at the ſteps the Earl of Danby 
had taken. This ſtateſman, firmly per- 
ſuaded that the Parliament would not fail 
to take cognizance of this affair, was 

afraid he ſhould one day be made to an- 
ſwer for a filence, that is ever criminal 
on ſuch occaſions; But notwithſtanding 


the King's prohibition, he communicated 


Oates's memorial to the houſe of Com- 
mons. This was like a thunder- bolt to 
the artful Monarch; and his favourite, 
very well pleas'd that he had ſecured him- 
ſelf from the ſtorm, received with leſs 
confuſion a very ſevere reptimand he na- 
aide F turally 
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| knew 
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turally expected. Both houſes were now 
extremely active. Oates was examined, 
and on his. depoſitions, there was impri- 
ſoned in the Tower and other. goals, 
twenty fix perſons all Papiſts, amon 
whom were the Lords Pocpis, Staffors 
Arundel of Wardour, Peters, Bellaſis, and 
Sir Henry Tichburn. 

But now one Bedloe, formerly an offi- 
cer in the Low-Countries, writ to the 
ſecretary of ſtate, informing him, that he 

— particulars relating to the 
plot, and deſir'd to be ſeiz'd. Accor- 
dingly he was taken up in Briſtol, and 
being brought to London, the ſixth of 
November, an apartment was given him 


in Whiteball, A guard was appointed 


for his ſecurity; and a penſion aſſigned 
him for his ſubſiſtence. He was exa- 
mined by both ſecretaries of ſtate, He 
then declared, that he was born a, Pro- 
teſtant, but had been overperſuaded, by 
the ſolicitations of the Jeſuits, to turn 
Raman Catholick: That Sir Edmund- 
Bury ſodfrey) had been aſſaſſinated in So- 
mer ſet — where the Queen kept her 
court. The day after this depoſition, 
Bedlos appear'd before the Lords, and 
nam'd, among other accomplices, Half 
and  Phare,. both Jeſuits, whom he de- 
clared told him, that Lord Bellafis was to 
Nn 4885 command 
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command in the North, Lord Powis in 
South Wales, and that Lord Arundel 
of Wardour was appointed to iſſue the 
feveral commiſſions neceſſary for that 
purpoſe, On theſe depoſitions the King, 
at the requeſt of both houſes, publiſhed 
a proclamation, for ſeizing of Walſb, 
Phaire, Conyers, Simonds, Prichard and 
Caſtaway, who were all fled. Bedloe was 
examin'd a fecond time before the Lords, 
when he declared, that the Jeſuits of 
Doway had firſt acquainted him withthis 
plot; and oblig'd him to take the ſacra- 
ment four times, on which occaſion he 
ſwore inviolable ſeerecy: That being af- 
terwards admitted into their confidence, 
he had diſcovered the names of the No- 
blemen appointed to ſuperintend the 
whole; the number of forces which were 
to be raiſed in the kingdom, beſides ten 
thouſand men that were expected from 
Flanders: That the enterprize had been 
revealed, almoſt at the very inſtant it was 
to have been executed: That Phaire had 
acquainted him with the particulars of 
the intended maſſacre; the victims, and 
the wretches who were to be the actors of 
the horrid ſcene: That in caſe any of 
the conſpirators ſnould be ſeized, endea- 
vours would be uſed to make away with 
him, by ſetting fire to the priſon, or ſome 

12 F 2 other 
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other method: That he had often been 
aſſured, that there was not one Papiſt 
in England of any diſtinction, but knew 
of this conſpiracy. Laſtly, that he was 
to have carried letters from one army to 
the other. ' | 
Edward Coleman was alſo examined at 
the King's-Bench Bar in Weſtminſter, be- 
fore the Lord Chief-Juſtice Scrogs. Oates 
and Bedloe. being confronted with the 
2 charged them as follows. The 
rmer declared, that in November 1677, 
he had carried to St. Omers, from Cole- 
man, letters filled with expreſſions highly 
injurious to the King; and that one par- 
ticularly, written in Latin to father 14 


Chaiſe confeſſor to Lewis XIV. by way 


of thanks for ten thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling which that Jeſuit had remitted z ex- 
preſs'd, that this ſum ſhould be employed 
in getting proper emiſſaries for killing the 
King: That Coleman, in preſence of chis 
deponent, had approv'd of this abomi- 
nable deſign, which had been concerted 
the April before: That in Auguſt follow- 
ing, the priſoner was preſent at an aſſem- 


: bly of Fefuits and Benedifins, - who were 
called together, purpoſely to conſider of 
methods how to raiſe a rebellion in Jre- 
land: That he had made the company 
preſent agree to the aſſaſſination 5 the 
ä | UKC 
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Duke of Ormond : That another time this 
deponent, had heard Coleman declare, 
that two hundred thouſand pounds fter- 
ling had been collected for this rebellion. 
That the priſoner was privy to the defign 
of ſending four aſſaſſins ro VWindſor, and 
to the contract which had been made with 
Sir George Wakeman; and that he (the 
prifoner) had adyifed the augmenting the 
reward to fifreen thouſand pounds. Bed- 
lor aflur'd farther, that he had ſeen Cole- 
man's commiſſion, appointing him ſe- 
cretary of ſtate, ſigned by father Paul 
Oliva general of the Jeſuits, and approved 
by a Brief from the Pope. This depo- 
nent added, that he owed this laſt diſ- 
covery to Sir Henry Tichburne, who had 
brought commiſſions from Rome for di- 
vers Lords, among which was that of 
Coleman. That he himſelf (Bedioe) had 
carried the 24th or 25th of May fore- 
going, a pacquet to. Paris; to the Mo- 
naſtery of the Eagliſb ftiars, that the let- 
ters contain'd in it, gave advice of the 
receiving of a ſum defign*d for the exe- 
cuting of this plot againſt the Govern- 
ment and the Church of England. The 
letters written by Coleman to father la 
Chaiſe, andthe Pope's Nuncio at Bruſſels. 
were produc'd, r the particu- 

lars of the: enterprize; the methods of 
0 HF 3 putting 
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putting it in execution, and the deſire of 
a ſpeedy aſſiſtance. 
he priſoner made but a very weak 
defence, ſo was found guilty ;- and: the 
next day was ſentenc'd to. be drawn, 
hang'd and quarter*d, which accordingly 
was executed at Tyburn, where he pro- 
reſted his innocence to the laſt gaſp. This 
laſt circumſtance filled me with horror, 
I not conceiving how it was thus poſſible 
for a wretch to die with a lie in his 
mouth. 4 
But Oates and Bedloe went further, for 
they accus'd the Queen before the King 
and Council, of being an accomplice in 
Sir George Wakeman's conſpiracy ;- never- 
theleſs, this accuſation was ſtifled by his 
Majeſty's authority. The Commons, 
however, addreſſed the King, to remove 
the Queen and her domeſticks from 
Whitehall. His Majeſty was highly ex- 
aſperated againſt Oates, but the houſe of 
Commons protected him, and required 
that he ſhould be ſet at liberty, and a 
moderate penſion ſettled upon him. 
Some days after, there were brought 
to the ſeſſions in the Old Baily, | Fobn 
Fenwick, William Ireland, Thomas Pic- 
kering, Jeſuits, and Fohnu Grove a lay- 
brother. The three laſt were immedi- 
ately tried, but Femvick's trial was por 
on, 
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of, becauſe of the abſence of ſome wit- 
neſſes. Oates de pos'd, that they had been 
preſent in the great aſſembly held April 
24 ; that they had ſigned the reſolution 
to kill the King; and had bound them- 
ſelves to perpetrate this horrid act, by the 
ſacrament, which father Barton the Jeſuit 
had adminiſtred to them; that they had 
appointed Grove and Pickering. to kill the 
King, for which each was to have fifteen 
hundred pounds; that they uſed often to 
walk in the Park with ſcrew-barrelled piſ- 
tols; that one day the flint of Pickering's 
piſtol] being looſe, he thereby loſt the op- 
portunity of ſhooting the King, for which 
he was ſeverely puniſhed ; that Grove and. 
one Smith were appointed to collect St. 
Peter's penny, and that this deponent. 
(Oates) had ſeen their regiſter. 

Bedloe, on the other ſide, declared, 
that he had been the meſſenger of the 
ſociety five years; that he had the ſecret 
of opening letters, and by. this means. 
found that all related to the plot; that he 
had heard ſeveral of the conſpirators de- 
elare, that their deſign was to extirpate 
to the very laſt of the Hereticks in Eng- 
land; that about the end of Auguſt 1678, 
Ireland, Pickering and Grove, had con- 

-certed (in father Harcourt's lodgings) 
upon the murder projected by the aſſaſſi 2 
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of Windſor ; that Conyers, a Benediftine 
Monk, was to make one; and that the 
blow. ſhould, if poſſible, be given at 
New- Market, when the King was walk- 
ing out: That in this aſſembly of the con- 
ſpirators, a reſolution was made to take 
off ſeveral Noblemen, and among the 
reſt the Dukes of Buckingham and Ormond, 
and the Earl of Shafisþury and Offory. 
The perſons accuſed firmly denied the 
' crimes laid to their charge, but neverthe- 
leſs they were ſentenced to die. | 
.As the ſtorm gathered more and more 
every day, the court was in the greater 
perplexity upon that account. A little 
after the council cauſed one Miles Praunce 
a ſilver-ſmith to be ſeiz'd, He was 
charg'd with having a hand in the mur- 
der of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey; and was 
brought before the Committee appointed 
dy the Houſe, before their breaking up. 
Theſe publiſhed his depoſition, which 
contained a very particular account of the 
abovementioned execrable murder; and 
in conſequence of them, ſeiz'd father Gi- 
rald and Kelly, two Iriſh prieſts; Robers 
Green keeper of the cuſhions in the Queen's 
chapel ; Lawrence Hill, ſervant to Dr. God- 
win, treaſurer of the chapel, and Henry 
Berry, porter to Somerſet houſe. All 
were put to death that could be met with. 


Stephen 
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Stephen Dugdale, ſervant to the Lord 
Aſton, was thrown into priſon for refuſing 
to take the oaths of allegiance and ſupre- 
macy. *Twas thought this man would 
make great diſcoveries, but he denied at 
firſt his having any knowledge of this 
conſpiracy. At laſt, afte- a long exa- 
mination, being ſtung with remorſe, he 
confeſſed that Evans, a Jeſuit belonging 
to Lord Aſton's family, had told him in 
London, that a reſolution was taken to 
murder the King; that he (Dugdale) re- 
ceived the letters, and had conſented that 
his name ſhould be made uſe of, in order 
to carry on this correſpondence with 
the greater ſecrecy; that Evans and 
Gawen, both Jeſuits, had alſo prompted 
him to undertake the aſſaſſination, pro- 
miſing, in caſe he committed the murder, 
to canonize him; that ſince. that time, 
the Lord Stafford had promis'd him five 
hundred pounds upon the fame. account. 
This deponent accuſed alſo Vavaſſor, Gif- 
ford and Leweſſan, all three Jeſuits, and 
one Breadſtreet a prieſt. As there was a 
ſuſpicion, that the Court had projected 
the whole, the King was indiſpenſably 
obliged to proſecute the conſpirators; and 
accordingly a proclamation was iſſued for 
ſeizing thoſe newly impeach'd, but moſt 
. 
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However, father Giffard was ſeized, 
and who ſhould this be, but the very Je- 
fuit I had known at St. Cloud, who had 
ſo ſpeciouſly endeavoured to diſpel my 
melancholy, and ar laſt had carried off 
the lovely Cecilia I was to marry, Hea- 
vens]! how great was my aſtoniſhment, 
when I caſt my eyes on that execrable 
villain, Wretch! ſays I to him with a 
furious tone, (not reflecting that theſe 
tranſports were indecent in one who acted 
as a judge upon this occaſion) after be- 
traying me in France, art thou come 
over into England to betray the King and 
Nation? What puniſhment could be ſe- 
vere enough for one who has acted in ſo 
| horrid a fcene? The Jeſuit however ap- 
pear'd unmov'd at my juſt reſentments, 
and anſwer' d very calmly, that the crime 
he might have been guilty of with regard 
to me, had nothing to do with the con- 
ſpiracy laid to his charge; that he had 
carried off Cecilia by the King's autho- 
rity, which juſtified ſufficiently his con- 
duct on that occaſion. That with reſpect 
to the plot for which he was ſeiz' d, he 
was innocent of it, and hoped I would be 
ſo juſt, as not to ſuffer my former preju- 
dices to influence my opinlon on this occa- 
fon. He ſtill continued to deny the crimes 
laid: to his charge, but was ngvertheleſs 
conkin'd cloſe priſoner. Ixas 
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T was very ſolicitous to know what he 
had done with Cecilia, for my heart had 
ſtill ſome remains of tenderneſs for that 
engaging creature. Accordingly I ob- 
tain'd leave to viſit him in priſon. His 
reſolution had now abandoned him, ſo that 
E found him abject and ſubmiſſive. He 
begged me to ſave his life, which it was 
not in my power to do, Wretches often 
ſtifle the checks of conſcience, whilſt 
they have an opportunity of committing. 
vice with impunity z it even grows habi- 
tual to them; and actions of the blackeſt 
dye are conſidered as ſlight errors, by per- 
ſons who have totally abandoned virtue, 
However, theſe guilty ſouls are no ſooner 
expoſed to puniſhment, but conſcience 
awakes in them with unuſual tranſports, 
and ſhe at laſt receives, tho” too late, 
her empire; *tis then they feel ten thou- 
ſand ſtings, and the remembrance” of 
their paſt crimes is the moſt cruel puniſh- 
ment. Such was the ſtate of father Gif- 
fard's mind, and the pangs it ſuffer'd forc'd 
him to reveal it to me. His ſoul was 
all tumult, ſo that the ſight of him in- 
ſpired deteſtation of the guilt, and pity 
12 the offender. I have merited, ſays 
he, death but too juſtly. Ten thouſand 
could never, never cleanſe my ſoul, which 
is polluted with 5” 12 crimes. This 
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is not a time for me to diſſemble. I be- 
an my wretched courfes in my youth, 
y joining in the abominable debauche- 
ries of a wealthy Nobleman ; and this. 
execrable commerce continued ſome years. 
After the example of Caligula, I com- 
mitted inceſt with my ſiſters; and under 
the habit of a Jeſuir, I corrupted youth, 
with the care of whom I was entruſted, 
in various colleges in France. I had a 
contempt. for all religion, and made 'it 
{erve only as. a cloak to the moſt exe- 
crable deſigns. Tortured with the fears 
of. Divine Juſtice, I delivered my ſelf 
from, theſe importunate reproaches, by 
perſuading my ſelf, or at leaſt endea- 
vouring to do ſo, that there was no God ;. 
and have ſince lived in this impious be- 
Hef, as you might judge by the libertine 
ſubjects I. diſcourſed with you upon at 
St. Cloud. When I introduced you to. 
Mr. R.'s houſe, I my ſelf was diſtractedly 
in love with his amiable daughter, the 
charming Cecilia. Common decency kept 
me at firſt within due bounds, but the 
inſtant I ſaw you going to poſſeſs this. 
treaſure, my rage and vengeance had no. 
bounds. I. therefore was refojutely. de- 
termined to carry her off; and Iexecuted 
my deſign very advantageouſly, under 
the ſhadow of the royal authority, 1 
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falſe zeal , rely 1 was commande 
to ſhut her u Kcbatent but that was 
ir from ET inrentidn; deſig pning 
carry her either into England or Hol 15 
and after abjuring my religion to marr 
her. Her great Müinentatfon to take the 
veil, favoured my deſign. After oppoſ- 
ing it ſome time, "he at laſt. began, ſfeem- 
ingly at leaſt, to app rove it, when her 
father overrook us. "Sel Ly bim,, I 1 
e. 


Jr Area to e 555 my 
It, arid alt e es 1 made uſe of 
850 a nor pr vail with her to Face he 
refollitto:* wr.» bow had no lor 
any hopes,. I was fully derermined to en- 
joy her, at leaſt, before I let her go. 1 
ae ed all che efforts imagipa 
er comply with my wi 1, but 70 
1 vaih. I after ut ds threatned her j in the 
tnoft”. ſbvere terms, but to no purpoſe, 
At laſt, I was fully determined to rce 
her, and for that purpoſe carried LAT, to a 
lone houſe, thin to ſpend the night, 
About 17 nents her chamber, 
and armed with” a da gaye her the 


choice; either to comply 1 my p 
len, or _ a. cruet death 2 
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hands. Life is preferable to all things, 
and infinitely dear to all ſorts of creatures. 
The lovely Cecilia imagined ſhe would 
fave it by ſacrificing her honour; how- 
ever, I had no ſooner ſatiated my luſt, 
but I ſtabbed her in cold blood. I left, 
in one of her wounds, the inſtrument of 
irn and ſeeing the great 
effuſion of blood, and her ſelf pale and 
breathleſs, I ſhewed her to all my ac- 
complices; and ordered the maſter of the 
houſe to bury that unfortunate maiden z 
beſeeching him, for the honour of the 
young lady's family, not to divulge the 
manner of her death, for fear, as I ſpeci» 
ouſly told him, the body ſhould be treated 
with ignominy by the magiſrarea, After 
erpetratihg this villany, I returned im- 
iately to St. Cloud, where I revealed 
the whole to my ſuperior, You would 
N imagine that L ſhould have been 
uniſhed; very ſeverely for it, but twas 
far otherwiſe; it being a law among us, 
to puniſh Might errors only z for as ta 
enormous crimes, they are buried in the 


daeepeſt oblivion, to preſerve the honour 


of che ſociety. If. there is any danger of 
the ſecular arm. interfering, then the of- 
fender is ſent away. In this view, my ſu- 
95 adviſed me to go upon a miſſion 
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with Heaven. I accepted of this em- 
ployment with inexpreſſible pleaſure, and 
accordingly embark'd for England, be- 
fore Cecilia's murder was divulged. Since 
that, I have been informed, that the 
beautiful Cecilia did not die of her wounds, 
but return'd back to her mother. In 
fine, that ſhe left the kingdom with the 
reateſt part of her fortune, but whither 
e retired no one could tell. The Je- 
ſuit then cried out, ſuffer me to live, not- 
withſtanding the mighty crimes. I have 
committed; for I now begin to-acknow- 
ledge the exiſtence and juſtice of the Al- 
mighty,. and poſſibly may obtain his par- 
don by my repentance, 
Wretch, ſays I to him, thy life is not 
in my power, for were it ſo, I would 
give it thee; fully perſuaded, that it 
would be impoſſible to ſuit better thy 
puniſhment to thy guilt, than by per- 
mitting thee to, drag the horrid weight 
of that criminal life, thou ſo meanly ſueſt 
for: But the laws will never ſuffer ſo vile 
a monſter as thou art to enjoy the light of 
the ſun. Life is a preſent made by Hea- 
ven, which thoſe who abuſe it are un- 
worthy of. Prepare thy ſelf for the moſt 
cruel. chaſtiſements, the moſt terrible 
death. But ſince thou haſt diſcovered to 
me ſa vaſt a ſcene. of horror, ſatisfy my 
ee aL Lene 8 
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curioſity, by diſcovering to me the pat- 


ticulars of the confhiracy. 


At this queſtion,” gazing about with 
wild diſtraction, and at laſt fixing his 
eyes on me; fince we are alone ſaid he, I 
will confeſs to you that chis 1 is 
'tbo real, and that it was firſt ſer on foot 
the K— himſelf, and the Duke of 
F—, in the view of extirpating he- 
reſy, and introducing a deſpotick form of 
government. The affair was compleared 
in ſome neighbouring courts, and eſpeci- 
ally in Rome. Father Oliva; our Gene- 
ral, is the ſoul of this intrigue. The 
deſigh at firft was entirely to make the 
King abſolute, and to eſtabliſh Re? 
Eigland; 5 but the direckors faw wit 
indignat ion the timidicy, uncertainty and 
fickle temper of the King. They ob- 


ſerved, that this Prince was totally un- 


fix'd with regard to religion; and were 
afraid that ſhonld he be raiſed to deſpo- 
tick power, he then would refuſe to de- 
| oo the Church of England... From 
theſe con ſiderations, a defign was form*d 
to affaſfinate him, and to fer the Duke of 


255 on the throne; his great zeal for 


Popery being ſo well known. Beſides, 
this Prince has all the qualities requiſite for 

omoting the vaſt projects of the holy 
Se.. But che utmöſt endeavours * 
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uſed to perſuade: the King that the laſt 
part of the conſpiracy is a mere chimera z 
and his fear leſt” the accomplices ſhould 
accuſe him of being the contriver of it, is 
a curb to him, and keeps him from fearch- 
ing to the bottom of this myſtery. By the 
way, added he, we all bound our ſelves to 
a moſt inviolable ſecrecy, by the moſt 
horrid oaths ; ſo that you muſt not won» 
der to hear me deny to the laſt gaſp, the 
truth of what I no reveal to you in pri- 
vate. I alſo would adviſe you, not to 
make an ill uſe of what J have now diſ- 
covered to you, for in that cafe beaf- 
ſured your life would be in danger. You 
would run the hazard of being mur- 
dered, even in the palace of Pigmalion 
him ſel f; and tho? you ſhould be ſecurad 
by an hund ted gates of iron, you would 
not eſcape the vengeance of the conſpira- 
tors, in caſe you ſhould ever blab what 
I hae told yo 
My wife who, as I before obſerved, 
was in the Queen's ſervice, made a diſ- 
covery, which agreed in every point with 
father Giffard's — The! King 
had that very day a ſecret interview with 
the Duke his brother, in her Majeſty's 
apartment. What am I to think, fays 
the K of the plot that is carrying on 
againſt my life? What motives can the 
r Catholikcs 
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Catholicks have, to proceed to ſuch abo- 
minable lengths? 'Tis for their fakes I 
have made my ſelf ſuſpected, and even 
odious to my ſubjects. By the generous 


protection I indulged them, I have drawn 


upon my ſelf part of the publick hatred, 
which before was levelled againſt them in- 
tirely. The nation in general diſtruſts 
me, and is ripe for rebellion. The Prei- 


-byterians are formidable by their num- 
ber ; they ſeek only my ruin, and will 


revenge the cruelties I exerciſed againſt 


them, merely out of complaiſance to the 


Catholicks; but how am TI rewarded ? 
by the blackeſt perfidy, Thoſe whom 
-b confidered as my friends, and would have 
raiſed on the ruin of their adverſaries ; 
for whoſe ſake I have put all that is dear 


0/-me/at ſtake, and hazard all things; 
theſe ungrateful wretches betray me, and 


have form'd a deſign to take away my 
life. My brother, nay even my conſort, 
are accuſed: of having a hand in this un- 
natural plot! What am I to think of. all 


this? Alas! how wretched" is my condi- 
tion l I was ten thouſand times more 


happy in my exile: When will my ca- 


lamities end? The nation vents the 


moſt ſevere complaints; its indignation 


breaks forth on all occaſions againſt my 
miniſters ; and perhaps, a ſudden 


Tevo- 
lution. 
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miniſters, 
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ution may bring my head, as well as that 
of my Royal Father, to a ſcaffold. - 
The K ſpoke theſe words with un 
uſual emotion; and as for the O, 
who was preſent at this diſcourſe, ſhe did 


not make a word of anſwer; however, 


the Duke of obſerved, with a ſoft 
tone of voice, that the execrable deſign of 
aſſaſſinating his Majeſty, could be no 
other than mere calumny, invented by 
the hereticks; that as to himſelf he was 
wholly innocent of it; and thought it 
neceſſary to obſerve, that he was full 
as unfortunate as his Majeſty; that he 
was no leſs the object of the publick ha- 
tred ; and therefore, in order to lay the 
ſtorm which was gathering, he was deter- 
mined , in caſe his Majeſty thought o- 
per, to leave che Kingdom. Phe ing 
conſented to it, andaceordingly his Royal 
Highneſs went to Bruſſels a few days af- 
ter. In the ſame conference he told his 


Majeſty, that it was abſolutely bis inte- 
reſt to be as tenderas poſſible to the conſpi- 
rators, and the motives of the conſpiracy; 


adding, that a diſcovery on this occaſi- 
on, would utterly. ruin his Majeſty ; the 
nation being but too much exaſperated 
againſt him, and the greateſt part of his 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Clevelazid had heard all theſe par- 

| ticular ſhe being in the next room, and 

acconjjegly: gave me an account of the 
that evening. After comparin 

theſe things with thoſe father Giffard had 

informed me of, I was compleat maſter 

of the whole intrigue, I then perceiv'd 

the motive of the King's tenderneſs to- 

wards ſuch of the: confpirators as were of 


the Ramiſb religion; but this filled me 
with the deepeſt diſquietudes, and 6 
Hlexed me very much. 
The King had been vaſtly k ind to me, 
and I owed the ſplendid fortune I now en- 
Joyed to his liberty. As this Prince poſ- 
ſeſſed, —— all his errors, 4 
thouſand virt he had always been 
dear d me. My eee was ſo ſtrong, 
1 1-ahought could expoſe my ſelf to 
the greateſt dangers, to ſecure, if poffi ble, 
. ſty's. perſon. I reſobv'd therefore 
＋— to him with freedom, and to 
give my opinion, on the methods I thought 
moſt, conducive. to his As his 
Majeſty had always condefcended to hear 
me with a peculiar” indulgence, I faid to 
him one day, Royal Sir, I dare flatter my 
ſelf that I am one of your moſt affectionate 
and moſt faithful ſubjects. Tis with 
the utmoſt regret I ſee the calamities 
with which you are ſurrounded. Vou 
21 cannot 
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cannot but be ſenſible of the preſent ill 
poſture of affairs; the fatal diſpoſiti- 
ons of the people, and the treachery of 
thoſe who falſly call themſelves your 
friends: butevil counſellors, and indiſcreet 
enterprizes, have plunged you into theſe 
fatal extremes. Let us therefore ſearch 
out ſome expedient to extricate you; an 
expedient that may be honourable ; and 
conſequently agreeable to your Majeſty. 
The abſence of the Duke of — has 
already produced a happy change in the 
minds of the Nation; make, therefore, 
Royal Sir, a freſh effort, in order to re- 
cover intirely the eſteem and confidence 
of your ſubjects. Now I humbly con- 
ceive, that the beſt expedient on this oc- 
caſion, will be to change the miniſtry, 
By this means you will content the pub- 
lick, and ſilence the murmurs of the Par- 
liament. Form a new council of perſons 
of known honour and integrity; change 
alſo, (if I may preſume to expreſs my felf 
with ſo much freedom) your own con- 
duct: Impute, Royal Sir, to the zeal 1 
have for your welfare, what I now ſpeak 
freely and without the leaſt diſguiſe, *Tis 
publickly known, that you keep ſeveral 
miſtreſſes, who are ſo inſatiably greedy, 
that they quite drain your treaſury, and 
put you out of a condition to relieve your 
Py 3 real 
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4 veal and immediate wants. I therefor: 
humbly beſeech your. Majeſty to make a 


better uſe of the ſublidies which your 
Parliament allows with fo much reluc- 
tance. Lay aſide the project you had 
meditated, of raifing your ſelf to deſpo- 
tick power; a project ſo ſtrongly pro- 


moted by your criminal flatterers, Only 


make the zuſtice and obligation of the re- 
gal dignity the ſtandard of your conduct, 
and you then will obtain all you can wiſh 


for. You have loſt, Royal Sir, the af- 


fection of your ſubjects. by the profuſion 
with which you have laviſhed your trea- 
ſury, and your too haughty behaviour. 
Change but your views, and you will re- 
cover your former credit. Make it your 
ſtudy to ſearch for and reward perſons of 
virtue and talents; and by this means you 
will ſoon gain a ſufficient number of faith- 
ful ſervants and friends, who will make 
your intereſt their care, by procuring the 
felicity of your People. Remove from 
your perſon and your councils, a ſett of 
artful, . corrupt wretches, who have led 
you. inſenſihly to the very . brink of the 
precipice. May, I preſume to add with 
che fame liberty, thar God is juſt ; 
a that he puniſhes. thoſe who for- 
ſake or deſpiſe him, without excepting 


f the greateſt Kings. Taught by the D 
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of Buckingham, you have imbibed leſſons 
of impiety, which have prov'd of fatal 
conſequence. The Jeſuics, Royal Sir, 
have taught you to make a monſtrous 
mixture of two religions, diametrically 
oppoſite in their nature. Now what fruits 
did you propoſe to reap from this con- 
duct? Did you think it was poſſible to 
impoſe long on an intelligent Nation, 
which watches ſo very narrowly over the 
leaſt ſteps taken by their Sovereign? 
Ought you not to have dreaded all that 
happened to you, in caſe this dark my- 
ſtery ſhould happen to be diſcovered? 
Had your Majeſty but followed the wiſe 
and prudent counſel of Lord Clarendon, 
you would not then be reduced to this fatal 
extremity. You then would havereign'd 
in peace, and with all the authority which 


our laws allow a Monarch ; but alas! in 


all probability the cala mities of the Stuart 
family were not to end with the murder 
of your Royal Father. I therefore hum- 
bly beſeech your Majeſty, to take a 
ſtrong, a generous reſolution, to liſten only 
hereafter to the counſels which virtue may 
inſpire, for ſhe will never deceive you. 

y 3 that the King was not 
pleaſed at my diſcourſe; and therefore 


put an end to my remonſtrances, for 
tear of exaſperating inſtead. of correcting 
no him. 
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him. Monarchs, in general, care to 
heacken to ſuch things only as ſooth 
their paſſions,” and conſequently are of- 
fended with freedom of ſpeech. Accuſ- 
tomed to flattery, every thing ingenuous 
appears dry and bitter to them. King 
Charles was no ways exempt from this 
frailty ; bur the ill ſituation of his affairs 
at that time, would not permit him to 
check me. He therefore thanked me 
with a modeſt air, and declared that he 
would follow the plan I had trac'd to 
him: That he was very unhappy, in not 
having till now met with a friend, of a 
ſoul generous enough to inſtruct him in 
the knowledge of virtue and his true in- 
tereſt: That the Earl of Clarendon had 

doubtleſs given him the beſt counſels, but 
that he had always frown*d at him on thoſe 
accaſions: That I ſpake with as much 
liberty as he had done, but ſoftned my 
counſels with a modeſty which made 
them graceful ; and that the advantage of 
them was very palpable. Saying theſe 
words, his Majeſty embraced me with the 
utmoſt tendernt ſs. I then told him what 
I had heard from father Gi/ard, which 
ſurpriſed him very much. *Tis of the 
utmoſt conſequence to your Majeſty's 
welfare, ſaid I, chat you take off that 
dangerous, that abominable wretch; o- 
art! ther wiſe 
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of iniquity to the publick, and therefore 
you muſt prevent him. He is guilty of 
numberleſs crimes, the leaſt of which 
would deſerve death, You bear the 
ſword, in order to execute juſtice, and 
*tis your Majeſty's intereſt to exerciſe it 
ſecretly on this occaſion. Employ there- 
fore, ſome faithful domeſtick, to rid your 


ſelf and the world of the greateſt of 


villains. 

Immediately the King reſolved to dif- 
patch this wretch by poiſon, which ac- 
cordingly was executed before the meet- 
ing of the Parliament: A death doubtleſs 
infinitely too ſoft for ſo execrable a vil- 
in. 77 FT 
The very day after this, the King 
form'd a new Council, conſiſting of thirty 
members, choſen from among the chief 
officers of the Crown, from the ſeveral 
degrees of the Nobility, and even from 
the houſe of Commons. But the greateſt 
ſur prize in this change, was to ſee the 
earl of Sbaftabury made preſident of che 
Council. The applauſes the city of Lon- 
don and the whole Nation broke into on 


this occaſion, was a ſtrong proof of the 


ſatisfaction it gave them. The King did 


not fail to make advantage of this myſte- 


tious change; however, the people had 
1 G | 
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been ſo often deceiv'd, that this news, 
ſo far from removing their ſuſpicions, 
was looked upon as an artifice employed 
by the Court, in order to carry on their 
attempts with. the greater ſecurity ; for it 
was not believed, that the King would 
ſacriſice ſincerely his own private. de ſigns, 
for the ſake of the publick welfare. Ne- 
vertheleſs, this change in the miniſtry, 
and the choice now made, was very grate- 
ful to all who had a ſincere affection for 
the King. 141620 
A diſcovery that was ſoon made, 
ſtrengthned this prejudice, and furniſh'd 
the enemies of the court with a freſh ſub- 
ject of alarms. The houſe of a citizen of 
London was ſet on fire, and his maid-ſervant 
ſeiz'd upon ſuſpicion. Being brought be- 
fore commiſſioners appointed for that pur- 
poſe, ſhe confeſs' d, that ſhe her ſelf had 
ſet fire to that houſe, at the inſtigation of 
one Stubbs a Roman Catholick, who had 
rewarded her with five hundred pounds, 
Stubbs corroborated this depoſition, ad- 
ding, that he had been corrupted by fa- 
ther G:if/erd his confeſſor; upon that je- 
ſuit's aſſuring, that the ſetting fire to a 
8 houſe. was a meritorious deed, 
The / priſoners declar'd farther, that the 
Engliſb Papiſts waited only the arrival of 
three ſcore thouſand men from France, 
in 
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in order to excite a general inſurrection 


in all parts of the kingdom. Tis much 
eaſier to. conceive than expreſs the effect 
this diſcovery produced. Every one re- 
membred the dreadful fire of London in 
1666, which conſum'd upwards of thir- 
teen thouſand houſes. Now this ſecond 
attempt excited the horror and indigna- 
tion of the publick againſt the Roman Ca- 
tholicks. Father Gifard was leſs unhap- 
py than he deſerv'd, by being only 
poiſon'd in priſon. 

The commons earneſtly beſought the 
King, to give orders for the execution of 
Pickering, and the other Popiſh prieſts 
then under ſentence of death; and in or- 
der to ſecure the Proteſtant religion, it 
was reſolv'd, that the right which the 
Duke of Zork had to the ſucceſſion, - 
prompted the Pa piſts to all the dark de- 
ſigns they had attempted. A reſolution 


had already been taken to exclude that 


Prince the Throne, which alarm'd the 
King very much. Had he not been ſo 
univerſally defam'd, my counſels would 
have been of ſervice to him; and this was 
the only card left him to play, with any 
appearance. of ſucceſs. He order'd the 
Lord Chancellor to make an offer in his 
name, for the ſecurity of the Church of 
England, and the conſtitution, viz. to 

| | G 2 enact, 
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.end&t, that a Popiſh King of England 
ſnould be permitted to promote none but 
Proteſtants to benefices and dignities in 
the Church. That no Roman Catholick 
ſhould be allowed a ſeat in either houſe” 
of Parliament: That no perſon poſſeſs'd 
of offices of truſt, either in the courts of 
Judicature, the privy Council, or the 
Chancery, ſhould be remov'd without the 
authority of Parliament, as alſo the Lord 
Lieutenants of the ſeveral counties. All 
things that had the leaſt relation to the 
Court were ſuſpected. All theſe ſtatutes 
were look'd upon as ſo many ſnares; 
and notice was taken how often they had 
been infring'd in the two preceding reigns. 
No ſafety appeared but in the projected 
excluſion; ſo that the Commons, with- 
out debating on what his Majeſty had of- 
fered, prepared the bill, in order to ſtop 
the enter prizes of the Papiſts. After this, 
they went upon the excluſion bill. This 
open'd with a minute relation of the con- 
* ſpiracy. *Twas added in it, that James 
Duke of Zork, ſeduced by the Roman Ca- 
tholicks, profeſſed their religion pub- 
lickly : carried on a criminal correſpon- 
dence with the Pope and other Powers, 
who were enemies to the Proteſtants; and 
that he formed a deteſtable enterprize, in 
the hopes of being ſoon rais'd to the 
8 n Throne. 
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Throne. Upon this account *twas required, 
that it ſhould be enacted by the authority 
of King, Lords and Commons, that James 
Puke of 7ork, of Albany and Ulſter, ſhould 
be incapable of ſucceeding to the imperial 
Crowns of England, Scotland and Ireland; 
that after the King's death, or in- caſe of 
reſignation, the Throne ſhould devolve 
to the next heir, to the excluſion of the 
ſaid Duke, who by this act was conliderecl 
as dead: That the Duke and his adherents 
ſhould be declared guilty of high-treaſon, 
m caſe the leaſt endeavours ſhould be 
uſed, by their- influence, to put that 
Prince in poſſeſſion of any of the three 
kingdoms. 

Cleveland, ſaid the King when he heard 
this news, you ſee how inſufficient your 
counſels are. I am highly exaſperated at 
the proceedings of the Parliament, I 
would rather loſe my Crown, than ſuffer 
ſuch inſults, and ſo maniteſt a contempt 
of my authority. Think therefore of a 
more effectual expedient than thoſe you 
have. hinted to me on other occaſions. 
This reproach which I no ways deſerved, 
exaſperated me very much. If my coun- 
ſels, replied I, have been inſufficient, 
your Majeſty is not to blame me, but 
your bale flatterers. Had I been liſtned 
to, before it was too late, all the ſiniſter 

G. 3 accidents. 


"to de Lifeof 
accidents which have ſince happened would 
have been prevented. My counſels were 
conſidered as philoſophical dreams, as 
. platonic ideas, tho” they would have 
been productive of the greateſt benefits 
had they been followed. Now, when 
things are brought to the Jaſt extremi- 
tics, my advice 1s aſked, I deliver my 
ſentiments with freedom, and propoſe 
ſuch methods as appear to me moſt ſe- 
cure, moft honourable and moſt advan- 
tageous. Poſſibly your Majeſty may 
approve them from neceſſity : but, if 
you don't reap all the advantages -you 
might from them, is' that my fault? 
Surely, Royal Sir, *cis rather that of 
your favourites, who have reduced you 
to the ſad condition you are now in, and 
I cannot think of any method to extricate 
you from it. What you ſay, replied the 
King, is very true, but how muſt I act? 
*Tis impoſſible for me to ſtop the pro- 
ceedings of the Parliament any otherwiſe 
than by proroguing it, and accordingly he 
W 0 
Theſe animoſities had like to have oc- 
caſioned a great revolution in Scotland; 
The Duke of Lauderdale govern'd that 
kingdom in quality of his Majeſty's high 
Commiſſioner. This Nobleman had taken 


care to bribe the Parliament of that king- 
| dom, 
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dom, and by that means had eſtabliſhed. 
an arbitrary power in it. His chief aim 
was to extirpate the Preſbyterians ; and 
thoſe unfortunate victims ſuffered a very: 
ſevere perſecution for ſeveral years. But 
now, the withdrawing. of the Duke of 
Bort began to revive their hopes: They 
appointed Duke Hamilton, and ſome 
other Lords, to carry their complaints to- 
the Court. in London. The cauſe was 
pleaded in full Council; and the tyranny of 
the miniſtry, the infraction of the laws 
and other grievances were ſo manifeſtly 
proved, that the members promiſed to 
ſee juſtice done, and to change the mi- 
niſtry there. The King did not open his 
lips whilſt the affair was debating; but 
afterwards approved the judgment of the 
council, and ſeem'd to abandon the inte- 
reſts of the Duke of Lauderdale. Being 
aſterwards alone with his Majeſty, I de- 
fired to know what opinion he entertain'd 
of his favourite, after what he had now. 
heard. What would you have me ſay to 
him, replied the King; the Scots charge 
him with a thouſand crimes committed 
againſt them, but I don't find they accuſe 
him of wronging me? 

Whilſt the Council were endeavouring 
todo juſtice to the Scots, the malecontents, 


either out of diffidence or from an exceſs 
+ of 
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of hatred againſt their perſecutors, re- 
ſolved to take advantage of the troubles 
which broke out in England, in order to 
revenge themſelves. Accordingly they 
took up arms, and Dr. Sharp Archbi— 
ſhop of St. Andrews fell the firſt victim 
of their rage, they murdering him in the 
moſt barbarous manner. This was the 
ſignal for the inſurrection, and in a few 
days ſix thouſand men were got toge- 


ther. Theſe ſeizing upon Gla/zow, and 


the ſeveral cities in the neighbourhood, 
made a moſt dreadful havock. 25 
' This news redoubled the alarms of his 
Majeſty, and upon that he immediately ſent 
the Duke of Monmouth againſt the Scots 


rebels. His grace marched ſome Engliſh 
regiments. that were on the frontiers into 


Scotland, where a body of troops were 
alſo aſſembled. The Duke fer out with 
his army, which was far from conſider- 
able, againſt the rebels, which he de- 


feated the 22d of June. Of theſe, eight 


hundred were kill'd, and twelve hundred 
taken priſoners. Several of them were 
afterwards executed, among whom were 
ſome miniſters, who had been very zeal- 
ous on this occaſion, A great number of 
priſoners were tranſported into the Ame- 
rican colonies. The Duke of Monmouth 


obtain'd afterwards. a general pardon in 
favour 
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favour of the Scots, which he publiſhed ; 
with leave for them to meet together 
to ſolemnize divine ſervice. However, 
they ſoon fell again into their former un- 
happy circumſtances, by the fall of that 
Nobleman, Upon this their Churches 
were ſhut up; the Officers, Gentlemen 
and Miniſters were excepted out of the 
general pardon; and all the Preſbyte- 
fians of that Kingdom were obliged to 
find ſureties for their good behaviour. 

Upon the Duke of Monmonth's return 
from his expedition, the partiſans of the 
Duke of York accuſed him of deſpiſing 
the orders of the King his father, in the 
view of engaging the affections of the 
people. His Majeſty being now preju- 
dic'd againſt him, ſaid the moment he 
ſaw the Duke, with an air of coldneſs and 
indifference ; that had he gain'd this vic- 
tory,. he would not have encumbred him- 
ſelf with priſoners. The Duke, who in 
all probability was nettled very much, 
replied with too haughty a tone, that he 
could not prevail with himſelf to murder 
ſo many people in cold blood; that being 
the office of the executioner. 

Monmouth, after his coming out of the 
Palace at Whitehall, met me in the alleys. 
near the Mall. The inſtant he perceiv'd 


me, he came up very haſtily, and. told: 
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me all that had paſs'd. The reader may 


have obſerved an invariable ſincerity in 


all my actions; accordingly I ſpoke very 
frankly to his Grace. I told him plainly, 
that the anſwer he made the King was too 
abrupt; and that it charg'd his Majeſty, 
who was naturally of a humane diſpoſiti- 
tion, with cruelty; that the near rela- 
tion he bore to him, (that of a ſon) ought 
to have made him ſhow greater reſpect ro 
a father, who loved him with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs: In a word, that his too raſh 
anſwer would very probably haſten the 
diſgrace with which he was threatned. The 
Duke ſeem'd no ways inclin'd to liſten to 
theſe remonſtrances. Diſtracted by the 
ill offices which the Partiſans of the Duke 
of Zork had done him, he anſwered me 
very haughtily, that he was too Jong ac- 
quainted with my cenſorious temper z that 
I ought to addreſs him with more reſpect; 
that my behaviour ſhew'd evidently my 
deſcent; that Oliver Cromwell had bar- 
barouſly murdered King Charles, after 
having gain'd the confidence of the na- 
tion, by an outward ſhew of wiſdom, al- 
together as inſincere as that I affected. 
Theſe inſulting expreſſions exaſperated 
me: Monmouth, ſays I, you wound me 
in the moſt tender part; had any man 
but the ſon of my King, ſpoke in ir in- 
| olent 
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ſolent-terms, I would have puniſhed him 
that moment for it. Tho” I am the fon 
of a traytor and tyrant, I yet can confine 
my ſelf to the-bounds of fidelity and duty; 
and would to God your deſigns were not 
of a more dangerous tendency than mine! 
I endeavour much more to be really vir- 
tuous, than to appear fo; and this cir- 
cumſtance makes a prodigious difference 
between you and me. The Duke, with- 
out making one word of anſwer, gave 
me a ſtrong box of the car. So outra- 
geous an affront ſwelPd me to fury. 
Wretch! ſays I to him, drawing my 
ſword, thy blood ſhall atone for the ho- 
nour thou endeavoureſt to rob me of. 
Immediately I ruſh'd upon him,, and pro- 
vok'd him to draw alſo. Now it hap- 
pen'd that an officer who had gone at 
ſome diftance from us, as ſoon as we be- . 
gan our conference, came up at the noile ; 
and ſeized me as I was going to ſtab my 
enemy, who refus'd to draw. Cowards 
are generally cruel, and this was the cha- 
racter of Monmouth, who did not ſave. 
the priſoners in Scotland out of humanity, 
but merely from a political view. The 
Duke no ſooner ſaw I was ditarm'd, but 
he fell upon me with his cane, and endea- 
voured to ſmite me in the face. On the 
other ſide, his ſervants and mine were 
| G 6 fighting; 
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fighting; and did not leave off till they 
law Monmouth go away with his friend, 
who carried off my fword. ; 

1 now was frantick almoſt to deſpair,, 
and had never bees ſeiz'd with ſuch vio- 
| lent agitations. Honour call*d upon me 
to challenge Monmouth, and I was fixed: 
in that reſolution. Accordingly I ſent a 
Gentleman, who declared that E deſired 
to fight him, and bid him name the time 
and place. However, I took a very 
wrong ſtep, in not acquainting the King: 
with it: Bur my enemy was baſe enough 
to do this, firmly perſuaded that his Ma- 
jeſty would lay his commands upon us not 
to fight: and this was the very ſcreen he 
wanted, Nevertheleſs, the King diſap- 
prov'd of his ſon's conduct, infomuch, 
that he reprimanded him very ſtrongly 
upon that account, and threatned him 


A with the moſt ſevere effects of his indig- 


nation: At the ſame he was pleaſed to 
fend me one of his confidents, who told 
me, that he would oblige the Duke of 
Monmouth to give me ſatis faction before 
the whole court; but that he was highl 
diſpleas'd at my having ſent him a chal» 
lenge ; and therefore forbid the conſe- 
quences; giving me his royal word, that 
he himſelf would take care I ſhould have 
ſatisfaction, At the ſame time he ordered” 
me 
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me to return to Court; declaring, that 
the inſtant J appeared there, I ſhould be 
highly ſatisfie with. the protection he 
would indulge me. 
L defir'd the Gentleman to tell his Ma- 
jeſty, that I was infinitely oblig'd to him 
tor this teſtimony he was obliged to ho- 
nour me with, of the continuance of his 
favour; but humbly beſought him to let 
me keep from Court. I added, that the 
Duke of Monmouth's making an apology. 
for the affront, was not atonement ſuffici. 
ent; that T was too generous to take the: 
law of him; but that the ſame principle 
would oblige me to venture my life, in 
order to recover my Honour: That I. 
could never believe his Majeſty would 
condemn the reſentment I ſo juſtly en- 
tertain'd; and therefore I entreated him 
with all the molt profound humility, not 
to prefcibe limits to my revenge, fince, 
the Duke's behaviour was ſo very irregu- 
lar, The King a little after fent me word, 
that he hop'd I would be ſatisfied, now 
he had commanded Monmouth to depart 
the kingdom, and had remov'd him from 
the poſt of Captain-general. 
Had I been ignorant of the real cauſe: 
of this Dake's diſgrace, I ſhould have 
been infinitely more affected with the in- 
tereſt his Maieſty ſcem'd to take in my 
n W 


cauſe, . tho? to the eicher of his own: 
ſon; but I am ſenſible that this revolu- 
tion was owing to an unforeſeen accident. 
The King had been ſeiz'd with fo violent, 
a fever at Windſor, that the phyſicians 
were afraid his life was in danger. The: 
Earl of Eſex and the Lord Halifax, ene- 
mies to the Duke of. Monmouth, endea- 
voured to ſecure themſelves from his ha- 
tred, by prevailing on the King to recall 
the Duke of Zr. The intrigue. was: 
carried on with ſo much ſecrecy. and dif 
E the Prince appeated at Court, 
efore the contrary party had any advice. 
of his return. However, as the King. 
was out of danger, the Council thought 
it abſolutely neceſſary, that the Duke of 
Zort ſhould return to Bruſſels, for fear. 
leſt his preſence ſhould - make both the. 
Nation and the Parliament murmur. 

However, the Duke did not leave the. 
kingdom, till he had got Monmouth ba- 
niſh'd to Holland. Anthony Aſbley Cooper, 
Earl of Shafi/bury, being in Monmoutb's 
intereſt, ſhar*d in his diſgrace. It may. 
not be improper to give you a ſhort. 
draught of his character, as it will give 
you. a better idea of the genius of the 
court. In 1670, the King took him into. 
the Miniſtry and his greateſt Confidence, 
and in-1672, created him Earl of TORE. 
| WJ 
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bury. He was a Man of prodigious wit, 
capacity and underſtanding ; and had the 
art of winning the confidence of all with 
whom he tranſacted, and of conducting 
the moſt important enterpriaes. He was 
by principle a Deiſt. When the trou- 
bles firſt broke out in the late reign, he 
was a great ſtickler for King Charles I. 
but afterwards became a very zealous 
Parliamentarian, and at laſt my Father's 
greateſt confident. Charles the Second be- 
ing reſtored, Southampton, Lord High- 
Treaſurer, whoſe Niece he had married, 
brought him to court, where his extraor- 
dinary merit blotted out the prejudices 
which his fick leneſs had made the world 
entertain. Sir Orlando Bridgman be ing 
diſmiſſed the poſt of Lord Chancellor, 
Sbafiſbury was raiſed to that dignity, In 
1663, he openly favour'd the enemies 
of the court; ſelf-intereſt obliging him 
to abandon that of his Sovereign. This 
Nobleman knew the King's great weak- 
neſs; and as he had been careleſs of his 
own welfare in the moſt important oc- 
caſion poſſible, he had the ingratitude to 
abandon his moſt affectionate Miniſters 
to the hatred of the people. Shafi/bury, 
who was odious to the Parliament, was 
ſuppoſed to be at the head of all the 
court enterprizes. He ſaw the ſtorm 

"i . which 


160 The Life of 
which was gathering over his head, and 
was afraid that the Houſe of Commons 
would make him the principal object of 
their vengeance, Being thus apprehen- 
five that the King would abandon him, 
he endeavoured ſecretly to provide for 


his own ſafety. Accordingly, an affair 


coming upon the carpet, in which the 
court ſtood in need of all his credit; he 
declared ſtrongly againſt Lord Clifford; 
at that time High- Treaſurer, who pro- 
pate to the Houſe- of Peers the eſta- 

liſhing of a perpetual fund ; the deſign: 


of which was, that they might be in a 


capacity, hereafter, to act without the 
coticurrence of the Houſe of Commons. 
But the Chancellor immediately refuted 


Lord Cliford's propoſal z and ſhew'd, 


that this plan was ridiculous and imprac- 
ticable ; would deſtroy the conſtitution, 
overturn the laws, bring the kingdom in- 


to the moſt dreadful - confuſion, and ruin 


the King and all the royal family. A 
little after this, the Seals were taken from 
him, in oppoſition to the rules of the moſt 


juſt politicks; but the obſtinate pro- 


ceedings of the Houſe of Commons, ex- 


aſperated the King in a violent degree, 


inſo much, that *rwas im pofſi ble for him 
to ſuppreſs his anger any longer; firm- 
ly perſuaded, that his favourite had be- 
tray'd 
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ay'd all his ſecrets, and foinented the 
animoſity of the Commons. | 

After very warm debates about the 
interpretation of a law of Edward III. 
the Ear] of Shafz/bury, and three other 
Noblemen, were ſent to the Tower. Theſe 
three, who were Buckingham, Saliſbury, 
and Wharton, ſoon obtained their liberty. 4 

but Shafz/&ury continued thirteen months 
there, fully eſolv d not to implore his 
Majeſty's clemeney; but at laſt he ask'd 
pardon upon his knees in the Houſe of 
Lords, both for the fault he had com- 
mitted, and the obſtinacy with which 
he denied it. In 1679, he recovered his 
credit at court, but the Duke of Man- 
mouth's diſgrace, occaſioned his fall a few 
months after, which was owing to the 
great zeal he diſcovered for the intereſt 
of the people. 

The King was, about this time, in a 
very unhappy ſituation. The Parliament, 
by the vigour with which they ſupported 
—_— and the laws, gave him inex- 
preſſible uneafineſs ; and the diſpoſition 
of the people were ſuch, that it was ve- 
ry much the intereſt of the court not to. 
exaſperate them ſtill more. Now no- 
thing could be fo. proper to quiet them, 
as to ſacrifice to their hatred the conſpi- 
rators whom I have ſo often mentioned. 

Accord- 
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Accordingly the King reſolved to do this; 
and the following perſons were try'd, 
and ſentenced to die, viz. Thomas White- 
bread, Provincial. of the Jeſuits in Eng- 
land; William Harcourt, Rector of Lon- 
don; Jobn Fenwick, Procurator of the Je- 
ſuits in this kingdom; John Gawen, and: 
Anthony Turner, Popiſh Prieſts, and Rich- 
ard Langborn, a Roman-Catholick, and a 
celebrated lawyer, to whom the Pope 
had granted a patent, after the revoluti+ 
on ſhould take place, for the poſt of 
attorney general. I bitebread had fled,. 
and moſt of the reſt were executed the 
20th of June 1679; but Langborn was 
not put to death till the 14th of July fol» 


The public conſidered, as an action of 


the blackeſt die, the proteſtation which 


the abovementioned criminals made of 


their innocence; even in their expiring 
moments, and that with the moſt horrid 
imprecations. This is a manifeſt proof, 
that the oath of a dying man is not al; 
ways to be depended upon, efpecially 
if it claſhes with facts that are univerſal- 
known, the confeſſion whereof would 
blaſt his reputation to all ſucceeding 
ages. Religion and integrity, ſeldom 
get the better on this occaſton, Poſteri- 
ty, no doubt, will ſee a great number of 
; 8 | a memo- 
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memorials, which will exhibit many proofs 
of what I have here advanced, with re- 
gard to the falſe oaths taken by the con- 
pirators before their death. 


At that time, the Houſe of Commons 


were very vigorous in their proſecution, 
of the Earl of Danby, whom they ſuſpect- 
ed very much, becauſe of the great fa- 
vour the King ſhew'd him. His con- 
duct was inquired into, and he was charg- 
ed with mal · adminiſt ration. They accu- 
fed him, with having declared in full 
Council, That a new Proclamation of tha 
King, was of greater authority. than an old 
AF of Parliament: However, his im- 

achment was dropp'd, becauſe that 


obleman, contrary to his Majeſty's 


expreſs command, acquainted the Houſe 
with ſeveral] important particulars rela- 

ting to the conſpiracy. By this means, 
the Earl made himſelf odious to-the Ro- 


man Catholicks, whom he oppoſed ta the 


utmoſt of his power, in the hopes of ma- 
King the King ſtrike into ſuch a courſe, as 
would be truly for his intereſt, and the 


advantage of his kingdoms. His great 


intimacy with the Prince of Orange, and 
the hatred he openly diſcovered for 
France, animated the partizans of that 
eourt againſt him. Things were at that 
time in ſo great a ferment, and the ani- 
| 4 moſity 
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moſity between the Court and the Houſe 
of Commons was carried to ſo prodigi- 
ous a height, that people did not know 
how to act. The negotiations which 
Mr. Montague, the Engii/þ Embaſſador in 
France, had been carrying on in that 
kingdom, promptal the Houſe of Com- 


mons to revive their impeachment of 


the Earl of Danby. Without deſcend- 


ing to the particulars of theſe inveterate 


difputes, the .remembrance of which is 
fo freſh, I ſhall obſerve, that after ſeve- 


ral examinations, the Earl of Danby, 


poſſibly, out of regard to the King, be- 
ing unwilling to -clear himſelf by pro- 
ducing his Majeſty's orders for all he had 
done, ſuffered himſelf ro be committed 


to the Tower, where he lay four or fave 


years, in ſpite of 'the Peers, who did 
their utmoſt endeavours, from time to. 
time, to get him releaſed. 

- During this interval, a thouſand at- 
tempts were made, to oblige Oates and 
Bedlos to retract what they had declared 
with regard to the plot; but all in vain. 
A project was formed, in order to caſt 
the odium of it upon the Preſbyterians, 
and that by a gathering which was made 
from houſe to houſe, in favour of Oates 
and Bzdloe, upon pretence that the court- 


allowance was not ſufficient for their ſub- 
1971 ſiſtence. 
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ſtence. The artifice was univerſally ſu- 
ſpected, ſo that the collectors were treat- 
ed with the utmoſt diſdain. Had theſe 
collected a conſiderable ſum, a report 
would immediately have been ſpread, 
that they had been hired by the Preſby- 


terians to ſlander the Papiſts. 


The confpirators imploy'd alſo one 
Reading, a Counſellor, to corrupt Bed- 
loe, and ingage him to retract what he 
had ſworn againſt the Lords impriſoned 
in the Tower, eſpecially the Lords Pe- 
ters, Potis, Stafford, and Sir Henry Tich. 
burne. However, Bedloe contrived mat- 
ters ſo artfully, that he catched Reading 
in the very ſnare he had laid for him, 
He hid two perſons in the room in which 
they had their conference, by which 
means the bribery was diſcovered. Reag- 
ing, after playing theſe tricks, was fen- 
tenced to pay a fine of a thoufand pound, 
to ſtand in the pillory, and be impri- 
ſoned for twelve months. 25 

New engines were daily ſet at work 
get the Lords out of the Tower, and in 
this view, Price and Taſborougb were im- 
ploy'd to corrupt Dugdale: This man 
complied with their deſires, and gave 
them a paper, in which he confefs*d, that 
he had - charged the Roman Catholicks 
unjuſtly, with having a hand in the con- 
of ipiracy 
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ſpiracy; and that the whole was a meer 
chimera. A conſiderable ſum was pro- 
miſed him far making this declaration; 


but at laſt, they began to ſuſpect Dug- 


dale's fidelity, and thereupon they went 

and accuſed him of having offered to re- 
cant; but the former had laid his ſchemes 
ſo well, that he diſcovered the artifices 


of thoſe two wretches, who were there - 


upon committed to priſon. 

All theſe projects being defeated, a 
new one was form'd. Twas to ruin the 
- Earl of Shafi/bury z and to charge the 
Dukes of Monmouth and Buckingham, the 
Earls of Eſſex and Hallifax, ſeveral of 
the moſt conſiderable merchants of the 
city, and myſelf, with the horrid deſign 
of aſlaſſinating the King. One Danger- 
Feld, who lay in priſon for debt, was re- 
leaſed by Lady Powis, and afterwards 
hired to run about from tavern to tavern, 
to ſpread reports, and copies of letters, 
as tho' the greateſt Lords and others, 
who had appeared moſt active in their 
endeavours to diſcover the famous con- 
ſpiracy, had themſelves writ them. I 
did not eſcape on this occaſion, for the 


villains counterfeited my hand, and coat 


of arms; and wrir letters in my name, 
which gave occaſion to a report, that I 
was ingaged in a horrid plot, and one 2 
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the principal conſpirators. Theſe were 


ſaid to be forty in number, of whom there 
were ſo many liſts, and in each liſt 
eight hundred names. The letters and liſts 
were to be laid privately in the houſes of 
the perſons named, which were afterwards 
to be ſearched, upon pretence of ſome 


conſpiracy. Could it have been poſſible 
to invent a more horrid impoſture? Dax- 


gerfield was preſented to the Duke of York, 
who at firſt believed all he diſcovered to 
him. The Duke, after giving him twen- 
ty guineas, carried him to the King, 
to whom Dangerfeld told all the inſtruc- 
tions which Lady Potis had given him. 


He accuſed the Lords Grey and Howard, 


the Dukes of Monmouth, Buckingham, and 
ſeveral others, and took care not to omit 
me. His Majeſty ordered the informer 
forty pounds. Twould be endleſs to 
mention the many villa ins who were ſet at 
work in this dark accuſation, but at 
laſt, the whole was found to be a trick. 
Wichout deſcending to particulars, I ſhall 
only obſerve, that Dangerfield, fearing 
that Lady would deceive him, and there- 
by bring him to the ignominious death 
he deſerved, iconfefſs'd the whole intrigue 


"to! Sir Nobert Clayton, Lord Mayor of 


London, and to ſeveral other perſons of 
quality and figure. The Lord Caſtlemain, 
| 6 and 
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and ſeveral of the accomplices were ſeiz- 


ed. Lady Potis was thrown into the 
Tower, and charged with high : treaſon, 
viz. with a deſign to aſſaſp nate the King. 
This horrid deſign being diſeovered, it 
reflected ſhame on thoſe who had invent - 
ed it. The Duke of 7974 was more con- 
temn' d than before, and the King was 
generally cenſured, for abetting an in- 
trigue of ſo dark and deteſtable a na- 
ture. He walls | | 
My wife, whom I have not mentioned 
ſince the conference above recited between 
the King and the Duke of Lor, fell about 
this time into a deep melancholy. Since 
our. return to England, The had brought 
me two daughters more. My ſons had 
diſtinguiſhed, themſelves in their ſeveral 
employments. i The eldeſt, then but ſe- 
venteen, was made an officer in Mon- 
mou hs regiment, which at that time was 
in France. My ſon had contracted an in- 


— that the particulars I ſhall re- 
te 
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evening at the play-houſe, in a ſplendid 
diſhabille, ſtruck a rich banker, who 
wiſh'd earneſtly to be admitted to the 
Sultana, and for that purpoſe made very 
large offers. The lady laugh'd at it at 
firſt, but the banker being ſmit more and 
more with her charms, went ſo far, at 
laſt, as to offer ten thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling, for only two hours correſpondenge, 
The offer was accepted; the banker Was 
to come at the hour appointed with a 
note of that value, to be pay'd by a mer- 
chant ſhe named, and figned by him; 
and upon that condition the lover was to 
ſtay with her the time he defired. The 
Banker came, and put the note into the 
hands of the D-—s, who laid it under 
her bolſter. The hours being ſpent to no 
urpoſe, ſhe routed the — from her 
d; had him turn'd out of the houſe, 
and ſent for young Ch=—— the page 
abovementioned. ?*T was about three in 
the morning when he waited upon her, 
not knowing upon what account. The 
Du-———f$ did not part with him till about 
ſeven or eight, and at his taking leave 
made him a preſent of the note. That 
very day he went and receiv'd the money; 
and after paying ſome few ſmall debts, 
he, as one who knew the value of money, 
put the reſt to intereſt. The commerce 
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between the Du fs and our beautiful 
page was afterwards carried on for ſome 
time; but being afterwards whiſpered to 
the King, his Majeſty contriv'd matters 
IS ſo, that he had like to have ſurpriz'd our 
[ Enight-errant in his dalliances. Charles Il. 
diſcovered his reſentment no otherwiſe, 
than by baniſhing his page to France, 
where a captain's company was given him 
in Morimouth's regiment: And as for the 
Du ſs ſhe ſoon reingratiated her ſelf 
into the favour of her Sovereign, who 
was not over- delicate in thoſe matters. 
My eldeſt fon, as was obſerved above, 
went with Chi to their regi- 
ment; and theſe two young officers, who | 
were already friends, contracted a ftill | 
greater intimacy ; applied themſelves very 
aſſiduouſly to the military profeſſion, and f 
learnt all that is neceſſary to form the 
great captain. | 
My youngeſt ſon was ſtill one of the js 
I 
7 
* 
ir 
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King's pages. I had the ſtricteſt eye over 
his condu&t 3 and, with his Majeſty's per- 
miſſion, he applied himſelf to all thoſe 
arts and ſciences which finiſh the Gentle- 
man. He learnt the languages with won- fi 
derful facility. He was as well acquainted g 
at ſixteen years of age with philoſophy, m 
law, and the intereſts of the ſeveral Prin- di 
ces of Europe, as old men who had _ W. 
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their lives in thoſe ſtudies: In a word, he 
was a prodigy in literature. wy dear 
wife and I were for ever thanking heaven 
upon that account; and in all the unea- 
ſineſſes which the publick affairs brought 
upon me (and theſe could not but be 
great, confidering how much I panted for 
retirement) Fanny endeavoured to divert 
me, by relating a thouſand, witty parti- 
culars of our dear Billy, for ſo my young- 
eſt ſon was call'd. But this worthy, this 
virtuous woman, was at laſt ſeized with 
the deepeſt melancholy. This I was not 
immediately ſenſible of, becauſe ſhe had 
always made it her ſtudy to pleaſe me on- 
all occaſions. But I obſerved, that her 
endeavours in this particular began to 
„ flacken; however, I did not once mention 
| it to her for ſome weeks. At laſt, ſhe 
; gow very. melancholy, and vented ſuch 
requent, ſuch deep fighs, that TI thought 


- proper to enquire into the cauſe of them. 
r Do you no longer love me, deareſt Fan- 
- ny, ſays I one day; is your heart chang'd 
2 with regard to me? Tell me, oh tell me, 
» in what I have offended you. You arg 
L fixed in thought, you ſigh; you now 
d gazeat me, (and that but ſeldom) with 
7s mournful, dying glances. You no longer 
1- diſcover that warm, that lively paſſion 
at which was always the delight of my ſoul. 
ir 8 H 2 Tou 
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You grow ſo very wan and thin, that ' tis 
ſcarce poſſible to know you. By all 


that's dear, by our ſweet children, I con- 
jure you to unfold your heart; tell me 


the ſubject of your grief, and be per- 
ſuaded that I love you as tenderly, as on 
our bridal day. Nay, I proteſt I love 
you ſtill better; and that if you don't ac- 
quaint me with the motives of your diſ- 
quietudes, I ſhall die. For theſe three 
weeks that I have ſuppreſt my juſt and 
reaſonable curiolity, 13 25 felt unnum- 
ber'd pangs. Will you deſtroy me b 
your ſilence; do you no longer repoſe 
that confidence in me, which you have 


fo conſtantly indulged me ſince our re- 


conciliation. Alas! my Fanny, I am no 
longer the dear object of your affections, 


whereas I had flattered my ſelf .. No 


longer dear to me, do you ſay, replied 


Fanny, alas! too cruel, too dear Huſ- 


band... She then flew into my arms, be- 
ing ſcarce able to pronounce thoſe words, 
and ſhed a flood of tears ſhe could not ſtop, 
Her cheek ſeemed glued to mine; ſhe 


- preſs'd me in her arms for near a quarter 
of an hour, venting the deepeſt ſighs, 


pouring forth inceſſant tears; and ſome- 
times darting the moſt tender glances, 


without being able to pronounce a ſingle 


word articulately. At laſt, ſeeing. the 
affliction 
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affliction I was in, ſhe made an effort to 
calm me, ſobbing bitterly at the ſame time; 
Cleveland, my dear Cleveland, ſays ſhe, 
fuffer my tears to flow; you afterwards 
hall know the reaſon of my grief. Hav- 
ing mixed my ſighs with hers, and given 
way to tears, which my dear, dear wife's 
affliction forc'd from me, I ſtay'd till ſhe 
might be able to ſpeak to me. At laſt, 
her tranſports being calm'd, ſhe ſpoke 
as follows. Thou beſt of Huſbands, do 
not add, by ſuſpecting my love to you, 
afflict ions to thoſe with which I have been 
fo long tortured. Poſſibly it might have 
been better, had I diſcovered the cauſe 
of them ſooner : But dreading leſt you 
ſhould betray as much weakneſs as my 
felf, I would not trouble you with the 
relation of a dream I had about four or 
five weeks ago. You may remember we 
were then in the country, and that Billy 
came to vilit us there ; bringing you at 
the ſame time ſome orders from his Ma- 


jeſty. As we were juſt ſetting down to 


dinner, the famous Jawyer arrived, who 
had educated our ſon. He din'd with us, 
and you cannot have forgot that we diſ- 
cours*'d upon a multitude of things; and 
the*admirable anſwers our dear Billy made 
to every queſtion that was aſked him, in 
a manner far above what could have been' 
e H 3 expected 
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expected from his years. I will confeſs, 
that I thought my {elf thrice happy in 
being mother to ſo promiſing a youth. 
This you and I diſcourſed of when we 

were alone; and both of us could not for- 
bear expatiating on the beautiful perſon, 
and particularly on the wonderful perfec- 
tions of this young creature's mind. I 
thought my ſelf the happieſt mother in 
the world, and poſſibly was too vain on 
this occaſion. Alas! the very night of 
that day, being in a dream, methought 
our darling ſon was brought, (Heaven 
divert the omen!) methought Billy was 
brought to me, wounded all over his 
body. I ſtarted from my ſleep in the 
deepeſt agonies; I complain'd, I ſigh'd 
bitterly, and ſo loud, that you wak'd. 
You may remember that I faulter'd in my 
anſwer, and as tho' I had been but half 
. afleep 3 and immediately reſolved not to 
acquaint you with my dream. Since that 
time I have vs'd my utmoſt endeavours 
to drive it away from my mind; and 
| have ſaid a thouſand times to my ſelf, 
that *twas no more than a chimera form'd 
by my diſturbed imagination. But I in 
vain attempt to baniſh the thoughts of it, 
and for that purpoſe indulge my ſelf in 
every kind of diverſion ; for Billy is eter- 
y preſent tomy imagination, 2 e- 
550142 [| inks 
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thinks I ſee him all pale; the blood 
ſtreaming from his wounds, and yielding 
up his laſt gaſp. Saying theſe words ſhe 
ſigh'd. and wept more bitterly than be- 
fore; ſo that *twas impoſſible for me, 
notwithſtanding my violent ſtruggles, to 
forbear ecchoing to her groans. I ran- 
ſacked my imagination for the moſt de- 
1 0 ideas, in order to diſpel the 
gloom which this ſad relation had ſpread 
over my ſoul. Let us, thou beſt of wo- 
men, ſays I, fly from the court, and the 
troubleſome, tho* honourable employ- 
ments, which have engaged our ſtay in it. 
»Tis there that the never-ending talk of 
plots and aſſaſſinations have filled you 
with the moſt gloomy ideas: And hence 
aroſe your fad dream. Let us withdraw, 
with our dear Billy, to our eſtate in the 
country; there, reſtored to our ſelves, we 
alone ſhall form the dear object of each 
other's care. Thou wiſe Lord Claren- 
don] had I but taken due notice of thy 
counſel... . Saying theſe words I fainted 
away; and my wife, deeply afflicted as 
ſhe was, ſuccoured me to the utmoſt of 
her power; ſo that I recover'd by little 
and little, and found my ſelf in her arms. 
At this inſtant, Billy, our darling ſon, 
came ito me with a meſſage from his Ma- 
Jeſty. My dear Fanny and 1 graſped 
: H 4 | him 
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him alternately in our arms, and careſſed 
him with the utmoſt tranſports. He was 
ſupriz'd to ſee me ſo fond, becauſe I al- 
ways had put on a ſerious air before him; 
fearing he would grow vain, in caſe I 
ſhould allow him too much familiarity. 
But now he asked me with the moſt re- 
ſpectful earneſtneſs, why I indulged him 
fick unuſual careſſes, which he was per- 
ſuaded were unmerited. As the King 
came unexpectedly into the room, I had 
not an opportunity of anſwering his mo- 
deſt queſt ion. His Majeſty had done ſo 


before; when finding Mrs. Cleveland and 


I very melancholy, he was pleaſed to en- 
quire into the cauſe of it, and whether it 
would not be in his power to remedy it. 
As I was going to anſwer, and afterwards 
to beg leave that I might retire from 
Court, a great many Noblemen came in, 
which obliged us to diſcourſe on other 
matters. 3 : 

My wife withdrew to another room, 


with his Majeſty's leave, and took our 


Jon with her, I did not afterwards join 
in the converſation, ſo deep was the an- 

uiſn with which I was ſeiz'd, at the re- 
pron of that dream; and tho? I was per- 
ſuaded that all dreams do not end like that 
J related before, I yet knew that it poſ- 
fibly might, and fo could not remove the 
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thoughts of it from my mind. The King 
and the Noblemen who attended him, 
were all this time ſearching for expedients 
to ſuſpend the meeting of the Parliament. 
Their ſecret view was to eſtabliſh arbi- 
trary power; and afterwards to deſtroy, 
with greater eaſe, the Proteſtant. religi- 
on. The publick had long ſuſpected this, 
and their ſuſpicions ſoon roſe to demon- 
ſtration. But now the alarm became ge- 
neral; and the numberleſs ſatyrs and 
other ſevere pieces which were publiſhed, 

rov'd that the ſtorm was near at hand. 

he counties were perpetually addreſſing 
the King, in order that he might call the 
Parliament together; but the anſwers his 
Majeſty return'd, ſo far from calming the 
fears with regard to the danger, ſer ved 
only to encreaſe them. Charles II. trod 
in the very ſame ſteps his immediate pre- 
deceſſors had done; and looked upon the 
preſcribing of limits to the duration of Par- 
liaments as an infringement of the Royal 
Prerogative. This King was as ignorant 
of his true intereſt as his fatherand grand- 
father; and like them he endeavoured to 
retrench the liberty and privileges of the 
ſubject. He publiſhed a proclamation, 
forbidding all perſons under the moſt ſe- 
vere penalties, to ſpeak, to complain, 
much leſs to. write concerning the go- 
and. H 5 vernment. 
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vernment. However, this was all to no 
Purpoſe, for the add reſſes were more nu- 
merous, the defenders of the People's rights 
did not fear his menaces, and their zeal 
prompted them to ſearch out and publiſh 
the ſecrets and conduct of the Roman 
Catholicks. 1% 0h 
- The odious changes which were made 
in the miniſtry, increaſed the juſt alarms 
and animofity-of the publick. The Earl 
of Shaftshury was to reſign his employ- 
ment of preſident of the council to the 
Earl of Radnor, All the former mini- 
ſters were recall'd to their employments, 


and the Duke of Lor had orders to come 


immediately to Court. However, he did 
not continue long there, his preſence be- 
ing ſo diſagreeable, not to ſay odious, 
that his Majeſty ſought ſome honourable 
way by which he might diſmiſs him; and 
this he did by ſending him to Scotland, 
with the ſtile and title of his Majeſty's 
high Commiſſioner in that kingdom. 
This employment did not prevent the 
Duke from carrying on his own affairs in 
England; and gave him an opportunity 
of gaining a great number of partizans in 
Scotland, whe might be of great ſervice 
to him in time to come. 1 17 
As the King dreaded his Parliament, 
he reſolved to prorogue it, which the 
| Council, 
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Council, who foreſa the fatal conſe- 
quences that would attend this deſign, 
endeavoured to hinder, and to intimidate 
the King. However, all their repre- 
ſentations were fruitleſs, and his Ma- 
jeſty made no other anſwer than that 
*twas his Will. This deſpotick tone ſur- 
priz'd, but did not frighten thoſe who 
ſincerely loved their country. Sir Willi- 
am Temple diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the 
ſtrength and boldneſs of his remonſtran- 
ces. I my ſelf obſerved to his Majeſty, 
that a council was of np manner of uſe to 
him, ſince he would neither ask its 
advice, nor follow its deciſions; and 
that no Exgliſo Monarch had ever found 
his advantage in ſuch a conduct. The 
King did not give the leaſt attention 
to all we could ſay 3 and there is no doubt, 
but that the frankneſs and ſincerity with 
which I ſpoke to him, was the cauſe of 
my diſgrace. | 
The moment I perceiv'd that his Ma- 
jeſty no longer indulged me the ſhinin 
marks of his favour he had ſhown me aſt 
the time I had continued in his ſervice, I 
took a firm reſolution to lay down my 
employ ments, and retire from Court. I 
firſt acquainted Mrs. Cleveland with it, 
who immediately ſaid, that ſhe had al- 


ways been rn it to me, 


but 
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but was now overjoy'd at what I told her. 

However, ſhe conjured me to weigh well 
my deſign before I put it in execution. 
I anſwer' d, that I had conſidered it long 
before, and my opinion was, that as his 
-Majeſty was ſo much changed with regard 
to me, *twould be prudent and honour- 
able in me to deſire leave to reſign ; and 
to give up my employments, and not ex- 
poſe my ſelf to the diſpleaſure of ſeeing 
them wreſted out of my hands. I alſo 
confeſſed to my wife, that her dream gave 
me continual uneaſineſs; and that it tor- 
tured me perpetually, tho? I had not once 


mentioned this, fince her revealing it to 


me; but had aſſum'd an exterior tranquil- 
lity, purpofely not to give her pain. 
That after J had obtained leave for us to 
retire from Court, we would go into the 
country to our eſtate, far removed from 
the tumults of a Court, which, perhaps, 
was the moſt vicious in the world. That 
we would take our dear Billy with us, who 
ſhould purſue his ſtudies under my eye: 
That the face of affairs might be changed, 
and the Crown devolve to a more virtuous 
Monarch, perhaps to the Prince of Orange, 
who at that time had a double title to it: 
That tn this caſe, our dear fon might 
make himſelf known to the new Mo- 
narch, who doubtleſs would give him 
= = 34, ſome 
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ſome poſt, the moment he found the great 
talents he poſſeſs'd. To conclude, that 


I reſolv*d, the firſt time the Council met, 


to beg a private audience of his Majeſty, 


when I would beg leave to retire from 


„ 


The Council meeting the very next day, 


1 beſought his Majeſty to indulge me a 
gore of an hour's audience. If *tis in 
t 


e deſign, replied the King, of tutoring 


me, I will not grant it, otherwiſe follow 
me. Being come into his cloſet I threw 


my ſelf at his feet, and thanked him for 
his great Beneficence to me, ſince my re- 
turn to England. After this, I begg'd 
him to permit me to withdraw from the 


Council, to let me go into the country, 


and there live on the eſtate of my chil- 
dren, in order that I might give them ſuch 
an education as would make them good 
Chriſtians and faithful ſubjects to his Ma- 
jeſty: That whatever J had been ſo free 
as to declare at any time, either in coun- 
eil or in private to his Majeſty, was ever 


dictated by conſcience, and in a ſincere 


view of ſerving him. And that in caſe I 
had incurr'd his diſpleaſure upon any ac- 
count, I humbly begg'd his pardon. 
The King, who had ordered me to 
riſe, the moment I fell at his feet, told 


me with an air of indifference, if you want 


wk 4 to 
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to retire, you may. Your ſon William 
ſhall ſoon be ſenſible of my affection. 
I expect daily to hear of the death of an 
old officer; and the inſtant I receive that 
news, my page ſhall ſucceed to his em- 
ployment, which is one of the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhed in the Kingdom; yourſelf 
may exerciſe it till ſuch time as your ſon 
is of an age to take it upon himſelf. 1 
threw myſelf at the King's feet to thank 
him for his goodneſs, but beſought him 
to ſuffer me, in the mean time, to take 
my ſon along with me. Perhaps, ſaid 1, 
he may ſwerve from his duty, when he is 
no longer under my eye. I ſhall even 
take the freedom to acquaint your Ma- 
jelty, that a dream I have heard, makes 
me tremble for my ſon's life. How, a 
dream! ſays the King, commanding me to 
riſe. Immediately I told his Majeſty my 
wite's dream, at which he burſt out a 
laughing. I took you, ſaid he, for a 
philoſopher, but find you have all the 
weakneſs of a woman. Cleveland, retire 
whenever you think proper, but as for 
William, he ſhall ſtay with me; and be 
aſſured that I'll make his fortune. He is ſo 
very promiling a youth, that I am this 
iaſtang endeavouring at it; and let me 
tell you, ſince you don't know it, all 
dreams are untruths. I again met + 
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the King to let me take my fon with me, 
but to no purpoſe, and then his Majeſty 
withdrew, +» 5 2A | 

*T was ſoon blaz'd throughout London, 
that my wife and I had leave to retire 
from court. At the ſame time, the Earl 
of Eſſex re ſigned his poſt of firſt Lord of 
the Treaſury. The Lords Hallifax, Ruſs 
ſell, Cavendiſh, Sir William Temple, Ca- 
pel and Powel, Knights, Sc. deſired alſo ro 
lay down, and their requeſt was imme- 
diately granted. Andnow the King ha- 
ving thus got rid of a ſett of Minifters 
who were obnoxious to him, imagined 
he might put his projects in execution 
without the leaſt obſtacle. He then aban- 
doned himſelf intirely to the conduct of the 
Duke of York, and ſaw, as it were, only 
with his eyes. His brother put the ad- 
miniſtration into the hands of the Earl 
of Sunderland, Hyde, and Godolphin. The 
Duke ſoon left Scotland, and appeared 
again at court in greater ſplendor than 
ever. * | 
In the mean time the Earl of SB. 
bury and his friends were not idle. For 
ſome time they had ſpread a report, that 
Mrs. Walters or Barlow, mother to the 
Duke of Monmouth, had been married 
to the King; and that the marriage con- 
tract vas in the hands of Sir Gilbert Ger. 


3 rard, 


rard. This report had a very great ef- 
fect upon the nation, and every one talk - 
ed of Monmouth's right to the crown; 
and the proofs of it were daily pretended 


to be made in pamphlets. The court 


thought it neceſſary, nay of the utmoſt 
conſequence, to deſtroy theſe prejudices 
the nation now entertained. According- 
ly his Majeſty, in an extraordinary coun- 
cil, made a ſolemn Declaration, that this 
marriage was a mere forgery of his ene- 


mies. Sir Gilbert was examin'd, and made 


oath, that he knew nothing of ſuch a con- 
tract, or ſuch a marriage. Afterwards 
theſe ſeveral particulars were printed. 

I had now been above three months 
with my wife at our country-ſeat, about 
twenty miles from London. I uſed to fend 
the faithful Dring twice a week to Court 
to inquire after my ſon's health. We cor- 
reſponded by letter on the moſt ſerious 
ſubjects, as religion, morality, 'and the 
prefent ſtate of affairs, The fire, the vi- 
vacity and judgment which appeared in 
all his letters, gave me inexpreſſible ſa- 
tisfaction. This recall'd to my remem- 
brance my wife's fad dream; and Itrem- 
bled when I thought of loſing, in ſo fatal 
a manner, a treaſure that was ſo dear to 
me. For this reaſon I Was ever revolving, 
whether there might not be W 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 185 


of my getting him away privately from 
the Ning j — I at laſt 1 had 
hit upon an expedient; but I ſuſpended 
the execution of it till the ſolemnization 
of a court-feſtival, that was to be ten 
days after, which was the laſt time 
my ſon was to ſerve as page. But this de- 
e fatal, as the Reader will ſoon 
nd. | 
Before the feſtival, there was an order to 
try all ſuch perſons as were impriſoned 
upon account of the late conſpiracy. The 
courthad bribed the jury, by which means 
the court party were victorious ; the Earl 
of Caſtlemain and the reſt of the priſoners 
were declared not guilty z and even a French 
woman, one Celier, whom lady Poris 
had employed to bribe Dangerfield. The 
grand jury brought in the Bill preferred 
againſt that Lady, Ignoramus. However, 
notwithſtanding this, the court did not 
ſucceed in their meaſures. | | 
As great preparations were making for 
the feſtival abovementioned, I ſent the 
faithful Dring two days ſooner than or- 
dinary, with a long, ſerious Letter, I 
obſerved to him, the artifice I intended 
to employ, in order to get my ſon from 
the King; I told him what he ſhould ſay 
to his Majeſty, in caſe he would not con- 
ſent to his leaving him. The turn I had 
| given 
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you to the affair was ſuch, that I was 
mly perſuaded, it could not but ſuc- 
ceed ; and I told him farther, in my 
Letter, chat imagining he would not have 
leiſure to write to me during the court 
diverſions, I had ſent Dring two days 
ſooner than ordinary, and ſhould be very 
impatient till he was returned; that I 
could not account for the unea ſineſs I felt, 
but that 1 ſhould not be eaſy till I faw 
him arrived ſafe in my Houſe ; and laſtly, 
that his mother and I ſhould implore 
Heaven inceſſantly for his preſervation. 
| Dring ſet out with my letter, and being | 
got within a few miles of London, news 
was brought, that the King was at //iud- 
for. Accordingly D made for that 
town, and was ſoon informed, that his 
Majeſty was hunting; and that my 
ſon, being in waiting, was obl 
to attend him. This Dring gave me an 
account of by a particular meſſenger, in 
order that, in caſe my Sqn could not 
have an oportunity of ſending an an- 
ſwer by him the next day, I might. not 
.. be impatient at his ſtay. The meſſenger 
arrived about ten in the evening. My 
wife and I having gone to bed early, 
had been deeply tortured. in our minds, 
but did not mention this to one ano- 
ther. At laſt my ſorrow burſt from me, 


when 
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when I cried, deareſt Fazny, what ails 
you? Alas ! anſwered ſhe, with tears, 
what ails you? Yourdream, ſays I, afflicts 
me more than ever. I began to ſlum- 
ber, when methought I ſaw Billy ſtabb'd 
to the heart, My ſon, cried ſhe, ina feeble 
tone of voice, is dead; immediately Iroſe; - 
rung for my ſervants, who bringing in a 
Jight, Heavens! in how deplorable a con- 
dition did I find my wife? a corps could 
not be paler, and ſhe ſeemed quite breath- 

| leſs. Racked with unexpreſſible pangs, 
I bedewed her cheeks with my tears 3 1 
gave her hartſhorn; rubb'd her lips and 
temples with ſpirits, when, at laſt, ſhe half 
opened her eyes and whiſpered Billy 
is dead] She now fell into very ſtrong 
conyulſigns, when I took her in my arms, 
beſeeching her to put her truſt in the Al- 
mighty, and to conſider theſe dreams as 
an almoſt neceſſary conſequence of per- 
petual gloomy thoughts, Alas! ſaid ſhe, 
dear Cleveland! every thing was too plain 
in my dream; and that which you juſt no 
told me reſembles it too much, for us 
ever to flatter ourſelves, - that we ſhall 
again ſee our much loy'd ſon. He is 
no more. Dear Billy! I ſhall never ſee 
thee, again. I let her weep, holding her 
ſtill faſt claſp'd in my Arms: And I had 
as much pa: of ſuccour as ſhe, but ne- 
> vertheleſs 
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vertheleſs I put the utmoſt conſtraint 
upon my ſelf, In this manner we ſpent 
the 'whole night. Some of my ſervants 
were gone to call a Phyſician. About 
nine next morning, one came and whif- 
pered me in the ear, that Dring was re- 
turned; that he begg'd to ſpeak with 
me, but defired I would not mention 
a word of his arrival to his lady. Theſe 
myſterious precautions, in the ſad circum- 
ſtances we were in, perſuaded me, that my 
wife's dream and mine were but too true. 
After intreating the phyſician and the 
waiting woman to give my poor diſtract. 
ed wife all the comfort poſſible, Ileft the 
room (upon ſome excuſe I made) and 
went into that where Dring waited for 
me. The moment he ſaw me, he fell 
at my feet, claſping my knees: ras 
cried he, never were parents more wretch- 
ed His heart was ſo full, that he 
eould not go on. I had juſt ſpirits enough 
left to throw my ſelf into an eaſy chair, 
where I was ſeized with a ſhivering all 
over me. The phyſician finding my wife 
a little better, was in ſearch of me, to 
acquaint me with it. Upon his coming 
min, he found me in ſuch a dreadful ago- 
ny, and my blood in ſo violent a fer- 
ment, that he was obliged to call for 
"help 3 and after T was a little a 
191% e 
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he took ten or twelve ounces of blood 
from me. I now began to breathe, and 
ſeeing Dring, who by this time was come 
to himſelf, I bid him draw near to the 
couch, on which they had laid me. Be- 
ing ſeated, after the room was clear, Dring, 
ſays I, my ſon, my dear Billy, is dead; 
Heaven ! did'ſt thou bleſs me with this 
treaſure, only to ſnatch him ſo ſoon from 
me? Gracious God, thy will be done, 
but O indulge me an extraordinary ſu 
port on this mournful occaſion! Thou 
ſeeſt how greatly I ſtand in need of thy 
aſſiſtance z do not refuſe it me; and alſo 
fortify the ſoul of my poor unhappy 
wife. Merciful Creator! have mercy 
upon us. After this ejaculation, I aſked 
Dring whether my ſuſpicions, with regard 
to my dear ſon's death, were not true? 
Alas! Sir, replied he, they are but too 
much ſoz your excellent ſon is dead; 
and my heart is ready to burſt, when I 
inform you, that he was murthered. His 
Majeſty, after his return from hunting, 
read ſome time at a window ; and then, 
laying down the book, threw himſelf on 
a couch, covered with his cloak, in or- 
der to take a little reſt. Having ſlept 
about half an hour, he roſe, left his 
cloak on the couch, and went into an 
apartment where ſome of his favourites 
"Hoyt waited 


- 


nos. Bebe 


waited his coming. Your fon, after the 
King was gone, wrapp'd himſelf in his 
Majeſty's cloak; and throwing himſelf on 
the couch, covered his face with the ſheet. 
About an hour after, a perſon unknown 
went up to one of the courtrers, and 
enquired where his Majeſty was. The 
nobleman, taking this fellow for an offi- 
cer of the houſnold, told him very im- 
n the King was afleep in 
uch a room, which he ſhew'd him. The 
wretch had no ſooner heard this, than 
he went into it, upon pretence, that he 


had ſome buſineſs with his Majeſty. Se- 


veral perſons ſaw him go into the room, 
but no one took the ſeaſt notice of it. 
The aſſaſſin, ſeeing a man aſleep on the 
bed, cut his throat, imagining, in all 
probability, that *rwas the King; and af- 
ter ſtabbing him in ſeveral parts of his 
body, took his opportunity, ' and' got 
away unperceived. Not long after, your 
dear ſon was found dead, weltering in his 

The news of it ſtruck me with 
the utmoſt: horror, and TI am now re- 
turned, to Ons you with this fad 
cataſtrophe. The Earl of D, your 


faichful friend, feeing me, at midnight, 
in the room where this horrid murder 
was committed, where he came, in order 
to inquire into this dreadful murder, de · 


2 ſired 
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ſired me, with tears in his eyes, to ſet 
out immediately, and inform you of what 
happened. He bid me adviſe you in 
his name to come to court as ſoon as 
poſſible, to ſue for juſtice at his Majeſty's 
hands; and to beg him to give orders for 
mak ing the ſtricteſt ſearch after the 
aſſaſſin. 

Dring had no ſooner ended, but I was 
ſeized with the deepeft affliction. I had 
my own ſorrows to fupport; and thoſe 
with which I figut'd ro myſelf Mrs. 
Cleveland would be oppreſt, increafed my 
agonies. I had ſpent near an hour in 
ſearch of ſuch expreſſions as might be 
capable of comforting my dear wife; 
when I ſaw her come into the room, ſup- 
ported by her two waiting: maids; and 
coming near the couch, my dear, ſays ſhe, 
we now have occaſion for uncommon 
ſtrength of mind and reſolution, Hear- 
ing that Dring was come back, and that 
he had been ſhut up above an hour with 
you, one of my women ſtole ſoftly to 
your chamber door, and overhearing you, 
came-and told me all. You may think 
this was as a clap of thunder to me; this 
you will believe; and when you call to 
mind the ſtrong affection I had for Billy, 
you will not wonder at the tortures I felt 
when 1 heard how barbarouſly he had 

been 


. 
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been murder d. But as I had long pre- 
| | | pared myſelf for this diſmal ſcene, me- 
2 thinks, now I have heard it, Heaven has 
indulged me an unuſual ſtrength of mind. 
By this you find that I have heard of our 
dear ſon's tragical end: Howeyer, as 
Billy was ſo virtuous a youth, . ought 
to conſider his death as a felicity; to him, 
I mean ; for he died before his mind 
| could be ſullied by the wickedneſs of 
his fellow-creatures. Let us, my dear 
huſband, draw down upon the reſt of our 
| children a peculiar bleſſing from the Al- 
mighty, by our implicit ſubmiſſion to 
his wall. | | 
| This reſolution of Mrs, Cleveland ap- 
peared to me ſo wonderful, knowing the 
ſtrong love ſhe bore to our dear Billy, 
| that will confeſs, it was of prodigious 
| conſolation to me. Nevertheleſs, I was 
| ſeized with a violent fever, which pre- 
| - vented my going to London. The Earl of 8 
D——, the faithful friend, of whom Dring * 
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ſpake to me, hearing of my indiſpoſition, Fa 
came and viſited me in the country, four ti 
| days after the murder. The tender things * 
he ſaid to my wife and me touched my yo 
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very ſoul. He added, that finding I did 20 
not come, he had obtained a private au- pe 
dience of his Majeſty, on which occaſi- ba 
on he beſought him, in my name, to po 

2 | give 
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give immediate orders for making a riet 


ſearch after the murderer. That the King 


anſwered, he was deeply affected with your 


ſon's death, and had already given an 
order for making of the ricteſt ſearch, 
However, replied the Earl, I don't be- 
lieve his M——=y, for I my ſelf ſet feve- 
ral ſpies about the court, charging them 
to inquire, whether the Kg had given 


any ſuch orders; and ſo far from it, I 


have been aſſured, that he had forbid any 
perſon to make the leaſt mention of the 
murder. Many people, continued his 
Lordſhip, believe, that the ruffian fan- 
cied that *twas the King he murder'd 
but I myſelf am of a different opinion, 
becauſe his M——y ſeemed ſo very cold 
and indifferent in the affair, that I am 
firmly perſuaded, he knew the whole ſe- 
cret of it. I believe, my dear friends, 
added the Earl (looking mournfully on 
me and my wife) I believe it will be to 

no purpoſe for you to make any ſearch; 

and would therefore have you leave to 
time the diſcovery of ſo deteſtable a 
crime. Paſs your days in the place where 
you now reſide, in peace and tranquillity; 


and reſolve with your ſelves never to ap- 


pear in a court, where vice reigns in ſo 
barefaced a manner. Affairs may very 
poſſibly take a quite — turn; and 

, : we, 
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we, perhaps, may ſoon ſee virtue and 
robity prevail in it. The Papiſts are ſo 
| nan 4 ſupported by the Duke of York, 
that there is no doubt butthe ſpirit of the 
nation will be rouzed at laſt. Tis very 
probable, that the Duke will ſucceed his 
rother, and then the former will not fail 
to ſet every engine at work, in order to 
deſtroy the Proteſtant Religion, and ſub- 
ject England once more to the Papal See. 
The Duke will ruin himſelf by his ill 
conduct; for the Exgliſb have too ſtrong 
an averſion to the Romiſb ſuperſtitions, 
to ſuffer theirs to be oppreſſed. *Tis evi- 
dent to me, that what I now hint to you 
t is founded on reaſon; but how ſo great 
1 a change will be brought about, I am 

not able to tell you. gy ah 
The Earl, after aſking what we in- 
tended to do, faid no more. We then 
beſought him to give orders for our ſon's 
burial, the inſtant he was got to Wind. 
| for, whither he ſaid he would go imme- 
1 diately; but we found this was an un- 
'S neceſſary requeſt, he having already done 
Billy that laſt mournful office. He after- 
| ... wards conjured us to be as eaſy as we 
| pooſſibly could, under this diſmal loſs; 
| and to beſtow our whole care upon the 
education of the reſt of our children; my 
Lord, faid my wife to him, you wo 
| oh 
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ſible, that our beautiful ſon poſſ:ſſed un- 


numbered virtues, and, conſequently, the 


fine things we expected from ſo lovely a 


bloom; you know how dear he was to 
us, and how reſpectfully he always be- 
hav'd towards us. For theſe five or ſix 
weeks, Mr. Cleveland and I have had the 
moſt dreadful omens of this ſad ſeparati- 
on; we were oppreſſed with the reflecti- 
on; and you perceive my husband's 
affliction; but as for myſelf, added ſhe, 
I feel myſelf ſupported by an Almight 
Hand; and I hope that Mr. Cleveland, 
by an intire ſubmiſſion to the will of 
Heaven, will recover his health, and be 
reſtored to the ſerenity of Mind, as be- 
comes a Chriſtian. His Lordſhip admir- 
ing the great reſolution and conſtancy, or 
rather, the Grace of God in her, exhort- 
ed me to imitate the excellent example 
ſhe ſet me. 4 | 

The Earl ſet out that very day, and 
came within ſix miles of F/indfor, that he 
might arrive there the next morning ear- 
ly, in order to wait upon the King at his 
Levee. 

My fever was ſo very violent, that 
*twas ſome time before the Phyſicians 
could allay it, and it tormented me near 
wo months. I was ſtrongly poſſeſs'd 
with the opinion, that my wite's tran- 

12 quillity 
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quillity was merely ſpecious; and I will 
be ſo weak as to confeſs that this reflecti- 
on retarded my cure. But obſerving after- 
wards that ſhe looked. better, (her per- 
tual exhortations to me to reſign my 

| elf to Providence, making an impreſſion 
on my mind) I made an effort with my 
ſelf, and the fever leaving me, I at laſt 
was quite recovered. My eldeſt ſon who, 
whilſt all theſe melancholy incidents hap- 
ned, was in France, deſired leave to 
go for England, which being granted, 
and landing at Dover, he rode poſt to 
my ſeat. All three burſt into tears the 
inſtant he came into the room, and the 
ſight of them awak'd the ſad remem- 
brance of dear, dear Billy. However, 
the joy we felt at our claſping him in our 
arms, diſpelled our firſt ſorrow; and we 
were infinitely pleas*'d when every moment 
diſcovered ſome lovely quality in him. 
After having ſpent a fortnight with us, 
one evening as we were walking together, 
he began to make very ſolid reflections on 
the ſtate of England at that time. Hav- 
ing ended them, I had flattered my ſelf, 
ſays he, with the hopes, that the King 
would have caus'd a thorough ſearch to be 
made after the wretch who murdered my 
brother; but I don't find he once ſtirred 
in the affair, nor eyen made you the leaſt 
compli- 
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complimentof condolanceon that occaſion. 


I cannot prevail with my ſelf to ſerve any 
longer a maſter of ſo inſenſible and hard- 


; hearted a temper ; and therefore I beſeech 


ou, good Sir, to conſent to my going 
into Holland, there to ſeek for employ- 
ment, You have, continued my ſon, ſe- 
veral friends who have great authority in 
that country, and *tis in your power to 
recommend me to them. It may perhaps 
be an eaſy matter for me to obtain, by 
their intereſt, from the Prince of Orange, 
a company in one of the Exgliſb regi- 
ments; and I promiſe you, fir, to be- 
have my ſelf in ſuch a manner, as ſhall 


never give you the leaſt uneaſineſs. I 


ſhall often have an opportunity to pay 
you my reſpects. In caſe you indulge 
me my requeſt, I will ſend back my com- 
miſſion to my colonel, and direct it to 
my worthy friend captain Churchill, to put 
it into that officer's hands, 

I anſwered my ſon, that as this affair 
deſerved the moſt ſerious attention, I 
would conſider it with his mother, and 
adviſed him to open it to her. At laſt, 
Mrs. Cleveland and I having weighed the 
reaſons pro and con, we gave our conſent z 
and at the ſame time promis'd to allow 
him ſuch a ſum annually, as ſhould en- 
able him to make a conſiderable figure. 
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As I had had a conſiderable ſhare in the ne- 
gotiation of the Prince of Oranges mar- 
riage, and was firmly perſuaded, that his 
Highneſs had a great val ue for me, I took 
the liberty to write to him, to defire his 
favour in promoting my ſon, who was 
one and twenty, to ſome poſt in the 
army. His Highneſs was very gracious 
on this occaſion, and did me the honour 
to anſwer me himſelf; telling me that a 
company was at his ſervice. I after. 
wards got my ſon's diſcharge without any 
difficulty; after which he went into Hol- 


land, with the ſpecial leave of his Ma- 


jeſty, who poſſibly was very glad to get 
rid of an officer, whoſe ſight might recall 
to his memory a great many unpleaſing 
thoughts. 
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EIN G determined not to go 
5 co London, ſo long as the feuds 
218 mould ſubſiſt between the King 

and people, and that perſons 
of honour and integrity ſhould forbear 
going to Court, notwithſtanding the em- 
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ployments they held there, I retired to 


Devonſhire. I there took poſſeſſion of 
the lands which Lord Terwill had ſuper- 
intended ever ſince the death of his father. 
His. Lordſhip had always punctually re- 


mitted the revenues of them to me, and 


I found every part of the eſtate in good 
order and condition. My wife and I 
expreſs'd the deep ſenſe we had of our 
great obligations to him upon that ac- 
count, and I believe he could not accule 
us of ingratitude. 

Thus having taken poſſeſſion of this 
rich inheritance, and made ſome new 
and very neceſſary regulations with the 
tenants, I had a prodigious deſire to 
go and viſit the ſepulchre of my dear 


mother, and the caves which had ſer- 


ved as an aſylum, in my tender years, 
to my innocence and. virtue. My wife 
was extremely deſirous of accompanying 
me; but as ſhe had laboured for ſome 
time under an hectic fever, and the fa- 
tigue of the journey would ,be very 
great, I was afraid to take her along 
with me, eſpecially as it might be of 
dangerous conſequence, to revive the re- 
membrance of her own misfortunes, and 
thoſe of my family, by the ſight of a 
place in which we had paſs'd ſo many 
I took 
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I took no one along with me but the 
faithful Dring, and James, who was bet- 
ter acquainted than my ſelf with the ſub- 
terraneous paſſages of Romney-hole. As 
*twas above five and thirty years ſince 
J had lived there, I had but a very con- 
fuſed idea of it. James, who was our 
guide, carried us firſt to the ſolitary 
place in which I had ſpent ſo many 
ears. Do I then ſee once more, cried 
„as we advanced towards it, the only 
ſpot in the world, in which I met vir- 
tue and tranquillity? Why did I not 
breathe my laſt in theſe ever-peaceful 


- retirements, in ſome corner of this ever- 


winding rock? What a multitude of ca- 
lamities ſhould I then have avoided ? 
*Tis here the aſhes of my virtuous mo- 
ther are depoſited ; a mother, whoſe pre- 
cepts and example * my ſoul with 
a love for virtue, and an abhorrence of 
vice. Theſe reflections forced a multi- 
tude of fighs from me. For ſome mo- 
ments I was in a perplexity, which it is 
eaſier to concetre chan Ixpreſs; however, 
a few ſolid reflect cas gave ſome eaſe to 
my mind. My complaints, ſaid I to my 
ſelf, are in vain ; and it does not become 
a wiſe man and a Chriſtian, to grieve for 
things which are irrecoverably loſt, My 


mother is no longer amang the living, 
1 ſo 
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fo that my groans cannot be of ſervice to 
her. We were born to die, The ſame 
decree which gives us birth, calls us, at 
the expiration of a. certain term of years, 
to the grave, *Tis certain, that divine 

Juſtice raiſes thoſe to infinite and eternal 
bliſs in heaven, who have lived a life of 
virtue here below. This is a never-fail- 
ing ſpring of conſolation ; and nothing 
can be better adapted to ſooth the num- 
berleſs ſorrows we feel in all the reverſes 

of fortune. Let me, then, leave a ſoli- 
tude, which affects me ſo ſtrongly, that 
ſenſe and reaſon are ſcarce able to tri- 

| ., umph over human weakneſs. Theſe 
| laſt words awak'd too ſtrongly the re- 

1 membrance of my dear mother. My 

1ſion's death now painted itſelf, and in the 

1 

| 


moſt gloomy colours, in my imagination; 
the various calamities of my life crowded 
upon it; the cruel blows I had received 
from fortune, and the dark malice of 
my fellow creatures; all theſe roſe in my 
| fancy with ſo much violence, that [ 
would have fled, had I not been held 
down by ſome unknown power, from 
| my dear ill-fated mother's grave. 
| I fat ſome time upon it, quite loſt in 
1 thought, when on a ſudden I heard a 
| moſt grievous moan iſſue from the deep- 
| eſt part of the cave, Some unhappy 
x. * wretch, 
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wretch, ſays I, to my ſervants, is here 


' bewailing, as I do, the rigour of his 


fate. Let us, ſays I, give him conſolati- 
on, for he ſeems to be in great want of 
it, *Tis good, and even pleaſant, to aſ- 
ſiſt thoſe, who often have no other ſup- 
port than their virtue; nay, we are on 
ſome occaſions bound by the laws of hu- 
manity to ſuccour one who is oppreſſed 
with guilt. Saying this, two fſer- 
vants and I advanced towards the place 
whence the voice came. After we had 
walk*d ſome time in theſe caves, we heard 
the following words pronounc'd diſtinct- 
ly, Kings are the moſt ungrateful of 
men. This I ſhall inceſſantly repeat; 


and they on the other ſide, will never 


ceaſe to repay with ingratitude the moſt 
important ſervices. I had relied entire- 
ly upon virtue, but it is a meer phantom, 
an empty name. | 
We now were got to the place where 
this unfortunate man lay, and by the 
light of a torch which James carried be- 
fore me, I perceived a man in a very 
ſplendid dreſs, who the moment he had 
ended theſe bitter wailings, plung'd a 
dagger into his boſom. He was extend- 
ed on the ground, and his blood iſſued 
from. the wound in great abundance, 
What calamicy, ſays 1, to the gentle- 
| I 6 man, 
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man, could prompt you to kill yourſelf? 
Is it not the indication of a greater ſoul 
to ſubmit patiently to ill fortune, than to 
put an end to it by ſelf- murder? He 
made no anſwer, but moved his hand, 
to ſignify that he did not deſire any aſ- 
ſiſtance. However, Dring ſtopp'd the 
blood, whilſt I held the unhappy gentle- 
man's hands, ordering, at the ſame time, 
James to go immediately for the firſt ſur- 
geon he could meet with. A little after, 
our patient fainted away, but we reco- 
ver'd him by our care, and the help of 
a ſmelling-bottle which Dring always car- 
ried about him. At laſt, throwing his 
diſtracted glances quite round him; how 
cruel you are, ſays he, with a feeble, dy- 
ing voice! Why will you recall to life an 
unhappy wretch, to whom that celeſtial 
preſent is now inſupportable ? Suffer me 
to bury my calamities in the gloom of 
this cave. I uſed all the arguments poſ- 
fable to perſuade him to live; I ſet be- 
fore him the heinouſneſs of ſelf- murder, 
and the dreadful conſequences ; however, 

he perſiſted in his reſolution of dying. 
James, at his leaving the valley, hap- 
pened very fortunately to meet with a 
ſurgeon, who was going to wait upon a 
gentleman in the neighbourhood. After 
promiſing that he ſhould be amply re- 
| warded 
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warded for his pains, he brought him to 
us, having firſt obliged him to ſwear 
ſecrecy. The wound did not prove mor- 
tal, ſo that this man, who was a very 
able artiſt, promiſed to cure his patient 
in a very few days. I was very well 
—— with James's foreſight, and I my- 
elf obliged the ſurgeon to make a moſt 
ſolemn promiſe not to reveal what he 
| ſaw and heard. I then gave him ten 
guineas, and promiſed him three times 
that ſum, as ſoon as the gentleman ſnould 
be completely recovered. & 

I left Rumney-Hole very late at night, 
and a little before we had carried the un- 
happy gentleman to his apartment, 
which 4 yer to be the ſame Lord Ax- 
minſter had tenanted, there we met with 
a young gentlewoman of exquiſite beau- 
ty, a governeſs, and two ſervants. There 
was no need of our exhorting them to 
take the utmoſt care of the patient : for 
their tears, their aſſiduity, their afflicti- 
on, and alarms, plainly ſhewed that they 
were deeply afflicted at the lamentable 
condition to which he was reduced, 

The moment I was got home, my firſt 
care was to ſend them all ſuch proviſions as 
they might want. The next day the ſur- 
geon came early to my houſe, according 
to my delire, when we ſet out again for 

| Kumney- 
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Rumney-Hole, accompanied by Dring 
and James. Our patient ſeemed pretty 
eaſy in his mind; and as his wound was 
not dangerous, and that his weakneſs was 
wholly owing to the vaſt quantity of 
blood he had loſt ; a little after his wound 
was dreſs'd, and he had taken ſome reſt, I 
beſought him to. relate his misfortunes, 
but with no other view than to relieve 
them, in caſe this were in my power, 
This place, ſays I, you live in, was the 
azylum of Lord Axminſter and his fami- 
ly. There hisexcellent Lady breathed her 
laſt: Here I myſelf was firſt ſenſible to 
the tender paſſion of love. CromwelPs 
unparallePd cruelty, forc'd my mother 
to ſhelter herſelf in the dreadful ſubter- 
raneous —_— this — came 

eſterday, purpoſely to viſit once again 
tha on of the beſt, the deareſt, — 5 
moſt virtuous of mothers. Your ſad 
wailings drew me to the place where you 
lay. Highly ſatished that it has been in 
my power to ſuccour you, I now con- 
jure you to give me another ſatisfaction, 
and that is, to inform me who you are; 
the motives of your diſmal complaints, 
- which prompted you yeſterday to lay vio- 
lent hands on yourſelf, What reaſon ſo- 
ever you may have had to conceal your 


calamities from the reſt of the wn 
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be aſſured, that you may reveal them to 


me without the - leaſt danger. I will do 
_ thing in — power to ſooth your 
afflictions ; and as I myſelf have laboured 
under unparallePd misfortunes, nothing 
ſhall be wanting on my fide to procure 
you all the eaſe poſſible. 


He was ſilent for ſome moments, as 


tho? he reflected on the offer I made him. 
At laſt, after telling me in the moſt o- 


bliging terms, that the generoſity I had 
ſhew'd | 


him, would not ſuffer him to con- 
ceal, what he till then had deſired to 


keep from the knowledge of all; Iam 


28 added he, that as ſoon as I 
ave informed. you who I am, viz. 
He, Earl of Re——, you will fa 

to yourſelf, I already know the greate 

part of his ſtory. I therefore ſhall not 
deſcend to numberleſs particulars of my 
life, which would be as unpleaſant for 
me to relate as for you to hear, My 
father, to ingratiate himſelf early with 
King Charles the Second, turned Roman 
Catholick, and had me educated in the 
ſame principles. He committed me to 
the care of an eccleſiaſtic, a perſon of 
ſtri&t honour and integrity, who taught 
me two or three general maxims, which 
I always thought very judicious. The 
maxims were theſe, Fear God ; ſerve the 
BOWL .. 
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King, ſo long as he ſhall keep his coro- 
nation oath, and conform to the laws of 
the Land; and laſtly, do as you would be 


done by. After that theſe excellent 


maxims had been ſtrongly inculcated into 
my mind; that the full extent of them 
had been explained to me, and I had fi- 
niſhed my ſtudies with ſucceſs, my father 
ſent me to travel. I already was tolera- 
bly well acquainted with the genius and 
intereſts of the ſeveral nations of Europe; 
and Fendeavoured to improve this know- 


ledge, by attending carefully to the ſe- 
veral things I ſaw and heard in the coun- 


tries thro* which I travelled. I viſited 
Holland, Germany, France, Spain, and 
Italy. — | 

Being thoroughly acquainted with the 
different characters of theſe five nations, 
I endeavoured to unite them in myſelf, 
to be ſlow in reſolving ; to give my mind 
a juſt and ſolid turn of thinking ; to be 
either humble or haughty as occaſions 
might require; to appear grave and re- 
ſerved to every one, and to diſſemble 
whenever it might be neceſſary. 

I had left Exgland upwards of three 
ears, and theſe I had imploy'd in viſit- 
ing the firſt four countries abovemention- 
ed. When I arrived in Rome, I there 
mer with Sir —. whom you 
- cannot 
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cannot but have heard of, and with ap- 


plauſe. He diſcovered a ſingular merit, 
and I may ſay, a ſuperiority of genius 
from his tender years: but the vivacity 
of his temper, which was inclined to 
gallantry, ingaged him in an intrigue 
with a Lady of diſtinction of this city, 
which proved of fatal conſequence to 
both. The Lady made the firſt over- 
tures, and told him what he was to do, 
in order to get ſecretly into her apart- 
ment. He made me the confident of his 
amour, and I ſupplanted him by coming 
half an hour before his arrival. I found 
the Lady, who had not the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion of the artifice, and immediately put 
out a dim wax-light that was in the a- 
partment. At the time appointed, Sir 
— C-— comes, knocks ſoftly at the 
door, and not being admitted, began to 
call aloud, ſo that the Lady, who knew 
his voice but too well, did not know 
what to do. A moment after, the Lady's 
huſband came and thunder'd at the door, 
where ſpying the knight, and taking 
him for a thief, both drew their ſwords. 
Hearing this noiſe, I ran to the fire and 
lighted the wax-light, when opening the 
door, I ſaw a gentleman, a ſtranger to 
me; and immediately Sir — C— 
gave his enemy a full thruſt, and = 

im 
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him at his feet. I forgot to obſerve, that 
the Lady had fainted away, which I ob- 
ſerved as I paſs*d by the bed with the light- 
ed taper. Thou haſt betray'd me, ſays 
Sir Co, the inſtant he faw me; 
however, I pardon thee. The dead man 
there is certainly the Lady's huſband, who 
ubtedly had heard of my intrigue 
with his wife. How ridiculous is all this, 
and indeed, why ſhould he be vexed at 
my ſharing with him the favours of the 
beautiful Marcelli? May all jealous-pa- 
ted wretches meet with a like fate. This 
was the firſt wiſh that wicked woman 
made, when ſhe ſaw her huſband ly ing 
dead on the floor, the moment ſhe revi- 
ved. Let us fly, ſays I, to the knight, 
as ſoon as poſſible, otherwiſe we ſhall be 
ſeized by the magiſtrates. But you mult 
take me with you, ſays the cruel female ; 
but firſt, ſays ſhe, to Sir we C, 
take this box of jewels, and myſelf will 
take the other, which is full of gold, ſo 
that we ſhall have money enough for a 
very long journey. I went and took my 
coach, where I waited for the knight and 
his chaſte miſtreſs, at a place we had 
agreed upon without the city. After 
this, I ordered my valet- de- chambre to 


pack up my things, pay my debts, and 
ret br! - 8 
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toſet out for Venice, where he ſhould ſoon 
hear of me. | 
This adventure taught me, when I 
grew more advanced in years, to have a 
ue reſpect for the marriage-ſtate ; and 
the danger to which we were expoſed, 
raiſed the moſt ſerious reflections in my 


mind, with regard to the wild frenzies of 


outh. Whilſt I was making theſe, the 
ady was applauding to me her conjugal 


virtues 3 and obſerving how ridiculous 


it was in a man to put a reſtraint upon 
his wife, As for the knight, he beſtow'd 
the higheſt encomiums on theſe beautiful 
virtuous ſentiments, 

We got out of the Pope's territories, 
and when we were got within ſome diſ- 
tance from Naples, I begg'd Sir —— 
C, to leave that vile woman. I gave 
him a good many reaſons, in Engliſh, 
why it was proper for him to do this, 


and ended them in theſe words; in caſe 


we ſhould-be found in her company, we 
ſhall certainly be thought guilty of the 


crime you have committed. We ſhall 


certainly be purſued, and in caſe we are 
ſeen together, what defence ſhall we be 
able to make ? 

Theſe were very ſtrong reaſons ; never- 


theleſs, my friend was ſo deeply ſmitten 


with the charms of this creature, * 
| : 5 
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he could not approve of them. So far 
from it, he reſolved to marry her; and 
expatiating on the merits: of the Lady, 
he thought that the marrying her would 

be the greateſt happineſs, Finding all 
my arguments were to no purpoſe, I re- 
ſolv'd to abandon him. Accordingly, TI 
ordered the coach and horſes to be got 
ready, and finding my knight inflex- 

ible, I took my leave of Sir C 
with an air of the utmoſt Diſſatisfaction. 
A moment after I was got into the coach, 

| he ran to me, when he conjured me in the 
| moſt affectionate terms to ſtay, till the 

| next day; declaring, that it would be ne- 
ceſſary for him to be allowed that time, in 
order to weigh deliberately the counſel I 
had given him. I yielded to his requeſt, 
and for fear leſt my friend ſhould again 
be captivated by the deſtructive charms 
of that infamous wretch, I employed a 
ſtratagem. I my ſelf carried to the in- 
quiſition a fatal inſtrument, in the view 
of ridding our ſelves of this odious wo- 
man; having firſt given orders that every 
thing ſhould be ready for our departure 
at my return. The Lady was gone to 
Maſs. I told the knight, in few words, 
what I had done to extricate us; declar- 
ing that we muſt ſet out that moment. 

Loet us then go, ſays he; but PH carry 

1 away 
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away with me ſome token of the beautiful 
Marcelli, Upon this he took the two 
boxes, and tho? I earneſtly beſought him 
to leave one behind, he would not liſten 
to me. He told me, ſmiling, when we 
were got at ſome diſtance, and riding as 
for life; that the woman who had en- 
ſnared me, is, with regard to me a true 
Egyptian, as I am an Hraelite with regard 
to her: however, in the place where ſhe 
now is, has ſhe any occaſion for theſe 
things? this wealth would have been all 
loft upon her, and we have a better right 
to it than the inquiſitors, ſince we were 
ſo far in her good graces. : Had I left 
them, continued the knight, in the Inn, 
would they ever have come to her hands ? 
And all matters duly weigh'd, do not I 
> deſerve a reward for delivering her from 
x ſo brutal a huſband. To conclude, dear 
a 


friend, when this hurry and confuſion is 
over, we'll divide as brethren, ſince we 
ran the ſame risk. The knight ſpoke all 
this with ſo humorous an air, that twas 
impoſſible for me to be ſerious. I can 
aſſure you, added the Earl, that ever 
ſince that time Sir - has con- 
ducted himſelf with the utmoſt prudence 
and that the reflections he made on this 
dreadful adventure, have been of the ut- 
moſt ſervice to him, 


We 
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. We arrived very happily in Venice, 
where I found my valet de chambre, who 
was impatient at my long ſtay, We 
asked him whether our adventure had not 
made ſome noiſe in Rome ? He anſwered, 
that the Lady was of ſo abandoned a 
reputation, that no ſearch was made af- 
ter her huſband's murderer, ſhe paſſing 
for the moft profligate woman in that 
city. That as the deceas'd lived in Mi- 
lan, his ſudden departure from Rome had 
prevented his hearing whether the rela- 
tions of that unhappy gentleman had 
cauſed a ſearch to be made after his in- 
famous wife; however, that he congra- 
tulated my friend and I, for having ſo 
happily extricated our ſelves from that 
dangerous adventure. 

Wie left Yenice the very next day after 
our arrival in it, and without making 
any ſtay on the road, we arrived happily 
at the Hague. I reſided in it ſome time, 
and diſcovered my ſelf to Charles II. who 
was there at that time. This happen'd 
very luckily to be a little before his Re- 
ſtoration, and his Majeſty upon his re- 
turn to England honoured me with an 
employment at Court. The King was 
then the moſt amicable (if I may be al- 
lowed that epithet) man in the world. 
He ſeem'd born to a Throne, nature hav- 

| ing 
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ing endued him with all the 8 
which form the great Monarch. He ſuc- 
ceeded to the Crown with the almoſt uni- 
verſal ſatisfact ion of his ſubjects, who were 

uite tired out with their late anarchy. 

ut you doubtleſs, ſaid the Earl of R—, 
are well acquainted with King Charles's 


conduct, fo that I ſhan't repeat to you 


the mutual diſſatisfactions which broke 
out between his Majeſty and the Nation, 
the inſtant almoſt after his coronation. 


Immediately after this was ſolemnizid, 


I beg'd leave of his Majeſty to return to 
Holland, there to marry Mrs. W. with 
the conſent of our parents. Here the 
Earl, looking upon me with a very oblig- 
ing air, cried; with how little reſerve, 
Sir, have I told you my ſtory, without 


knowing what gentleman 'tis I am ſpeak- 


ing to? I nowam weary, and therefore 
ſhould be greatly obliged, if you would tell 
your ſtory, Poſſibly the knowledge of 
this may make it neceſſary for me to in- 
form you of the ſeveral tranſactions of the 
Court, during my employment in it; ſo 


that I ſhall need only to inform you, of 


the misfortunes which reduced me, by in- 
ſenſible degrees, to the wretched condi- 
tion in which you now fee me. 

I intended to give his Lordſhip a ſhort 


account of my misfortunes, but the mo» 
| 2 ment 
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ment I told him my name, he interrup- 
ted me, and asked with great eagerneſs, 
whether (as I could not but have heard, 
the great ſhare he had had in Lord Cla- 
rendon's diſgrace, whoſe intimate friend 
he knew I had been) I could look upon 
him with any pleaſure after this? I don't 
intend, ſays he, to expatiate on the great 
ſervices I did both the King and the Na- 
tion, for this you muſt neceſſarily have 
heard, ſince you filled a conſiderable em- 
3833 at Court, a few years after I 
eft it; but will only endeavour to prove 
to you, that I was not ſo barbarous to 
your late illuſtrious friend as you may 
imagine. A particular pique had exaſpe- 
rated me againſt Lord Clarendon ; and 
when I have told you the motive of it, 
you perhaps will not cenſure me ſo much 
as you otherwiſe would have done, [I 
would have begg'd the favour of you, 
replied I, to clear up that matter to me; 
but as your Lordſhip has need of repoſe, 
I' take my leave of you now, and dine 
with you to morrow in caſe, my Lord, 
you judge proper. I'll ſend in the neceſ- 
fary proviſions, and ſhall be proud to 
do the ſame every day, ſo long as your 
Lordſhip ſhall think fit to ſtay here. 
My country-ſeat is not a great way from 


hence, ſothat when you ſhall be in a con- 
BE dition 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 247 


dition to leave this cavern, T have an a- 
partment in my houſe at your Lordſhip's 
ſervice. There you may live as retired 
as you pleaſe, not to mention that the 
air is much purer than that of this cave. 
His Lordſhip thanked me in general for 
the offers I made him, and delt me to 
viſit him next morning. | 
As *twas ſummer time, I waited upon 
him very Wy next day; having before 
order'd my ſervants to carry thither a 
Treat many things he wanted. I bid the 
Kun en take all the time neceſſary for 
curing his patient; and had the pleaſure 
to hear that the wound was much better, 
and that his Lorſhip might be mov'd 
with ſafety in a week. I affur d his Lord- 
ſhip, that I ſincerely wiſhed his recovery, 
which gave him no little pleaſure z and 
he afterwards unboſom'd himſelf to me 
in a moſt engaging manner. Sir, ſaid 
his Lordſhip, the arguments you em- 
ployed the day that I ſtabb'd my ſelf, have 
made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion on my 
mind, that I every day return thanks to 
Heaven for ſuffering me to be ſtill ranked 
among the living, and indulging me 
time for repentance, As I ftrive to offer 
ur WW upa ſincere one to the ſupreme Judge, I 
re. hope that it will be accepted. 
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His Lordſhip ſeemed in great emotion 
at theſe words, I therefore thought pro- 
per, ſeeing him ſo well diſpoſed, to in- 
terrupt him, by aſſuring him that I was 
overjoy'd to find it was in my power to 
ſerve him; and would now relate my ad- 
ventures, ſince he deſired it. *T will be 
a prodigious pleaſure to me, replied his 


Lorſhip ; and I expect to hear a ſeries of 


very ſurprizing incidents. 


I then made him a ſhort relation of 


my whole life, which the reader has al- 
ready heard, and therefore ſhall not re- 


peat them. I expatiated very much on 


ord Clarendon, and deſcribed him in 
the moſt pompous terms, it I may be al- 
lowed that expreſſion, but without de- 
viating from the truth, I told him the 
honour his Majeſty had done me, in 
making me a member of the privy Coun- 
cil. 1 related in few words the ſeveral 
uneaſineſſes I had met with in his Majeſty's 
ſervice: The reſolution I took to leave 
the Court, and to take my fon away, 
who was one of the King's pages: The 
Jeave which was granted me to reſign, 
and he order I receiv'd to leave my ſon 
at Court ; and laſtly, the tragical end of 
my mm ich- loved Son, Thus my Lord, 
ſays I, you have heard the adventures of 
a man, who has a thouſand times re- 
1 | pented 
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pented his not following the Earl of Cla- 
rendon's advice, viz, To take care how I 
devoted my ſelf to a Prince, who, upon 
his acceſſion to the throne, poſſeſs'd all the 
qualities which form the great Monarch ; 
and yet was afterwards ſo completely im- 
mers'd in luxury and debauchery, that he 
loſt them all. . 

His Lordſhip having thanked me for 


this relation, and the great care I took 


to provide him in all things neceſſary, 
had a table ſpread, with three covers, 
near his bed - ſide. He then ſaid, in the 
moſt obliging terms, that as he had an 
earneſt deſire that the young perſon TI 
had ſeen, whoſe ſad ſtory he would tell 
me, ſhould be acquainted with Mrs. 
Cleveland ; ſhe ſhould dine with us, in 
order that I might be enabled to give a 
deſcription of her behaviour to my wife, 
Accordingly he ſent for Miſs Lydia, who 
indeed appear*d an exquiſite beauty. But 
when ſhe began to join, with the utmoſt 
modeſty, in the converſation ; and dif- 
play'd her art in the thanks ſhe gave me 
for the great care I had taken of the Earl 
of R.... whom I took for her father; I 
muſt confeſs that I was not ſtruck ſo much 
with the charms of her perſon, as with 
the gracefulneſs of her diſcourſe, We 
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my dear wife's health was not forgot. 
Juſt as we were going to riſe from table, 
a perſon who had all the air of a gentle- 
man came into the apartment, who ſalut- 
ed the company with a very polite air. 
He nevertheleſs ſeem'd vaſtly dejected, 

and had a great ſcar in his face. He was 
in a very near, but plain dreſs; ſo 
that I took him at firſt for a ſervant of 
his Lordſhip, who ſoon undeceived me 
in that particular, by giving his hand to 
the gentleman. Sit down, ſaid he, by 
my new friend, who liv'd here many 
years before us. To him I owe the num- 

rleſs favours I ſpoke to you of; whoſe 
reat ſincerity and fidelity has loſt him the 
King's favour, as we did. This gentleman, 
ſays the Earl of R. . .. to me, is Sir 
C—— whom 1 mentioned to you in the 
beginning of my ſtory, and be aſſur'd he 
is worthy of your friendſhip, You ſee a 
ſcar in his face. He owes it to a ſatyrical 
expreſſion he let fly againſt the King, 
who would not forgive it. Sir C 
vwas a member of the houſe of Commons. 
In the year 1670, he oppos'd the grant 
of certain taxes; however, the Court- 
party prevail'd; and all that the Com- 
mons could effect, was to get the ſubſi- 
dies aſſign'd to certain odious incon ſider- 
able funds. A motion was made, to 
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pu a tax upon play-houſes, to which the 
ing's creatures anſwered, that the play- 
ers were in his Majeſty's ſervice, an | ap- 
propriated to his pleaſures. Sir — C—— 
asked very humorouſly, which fex amus'd 
his Majeſty, whether the actors or the 
actreſſes? This anſwer exaſperated the 
King, ſo that he hired a ſett of ruffians, 
who watching the knight one evening, 
they fell upon him ſuddenly, and lit his 
noſe to the bone. The houſe of Com- 
mons were reſolv'd to revenge this hor- 
rid infult, ſo they condemn'd the aſſaſſins 
to perpetual baniſhment, with this clauſe, 
that it ſhould not be in the King's power 
to pardon them. The tyranny of the 
Court was heartily inveigh'd againſt on 
this occaſion: However, the knight 
thinking it not ſafe for him to continue 
any longer in London, he diſappear'd ſo 
compleatly on a ſudden, that no one could 
give the leaſt account of him. But com- 
ing in ſearch of an afylum in this ſolitude, 
I happen'd to find the apartment he 
now lives in, which he was pleaſed to let 
me ſhare with him; but it being too ſmall 
for both, he directed me to that I now 
inhabit. We often viſit ; and the ſimi- 
Jitude of our calamities has cemented our 
friendſhip, and lightned the burden of our 
evils, . But methinks, ſays the Earl, I 
K 3 read 
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read in your eyes an impatient deſire to 
know the cauſe of the ſtrong hatred I owe 
to Lord Clarendon. My averſion was 
juſt, according to the maxims of the 
world, but I certainly carried it too far; 
and I dare aſſure you, that I eſteem'd 
that Nobleman in my heart, Here fol- 
lows the cauſe of my hatred, 

One of my relations, and the beſt friend 
J had in the world, who had been mar- 
ried about a year, came with his wife, 
and a lady that was my couſin, to paſs 


ſome time at a country ſeat, whither [ 


had carried my wife, who had been out 
of order four or five days, to take a 
little air. The Ladies us'd to take a walk 
almoſt every evening, during which I and 
my relation received the company that 
uſed to viſit us. One day after we had 
dined very agreeably, the Ladies pro- 
poled to take their uſual rambles: But 
my wife having taken a little phyſick 


that day, could not make one among 


them. The other two Ladies, therefore, 


got into the coach, attended only by one 


lacquey, and my running footman, who 
was a very ſ{wift-footed fellow. About 
two hours after their ſetting out, the Jat- 


ter advanc'd towards us, almoſt out of 


breath, and in a prodigious fright, juſt 
as my relation and I, my valet de . 
| | | re 


M.. CLEVILAUD. 227 


bre and ſteward, were mounting on horſe- 
back, to go and meet the Ladies. Alas 
Sir, ſays he, Mrs. M. is wounded, and 
four villains, in masks, have carried off 
the young Lady. Let us fly, and ſee 
whether we cannot ſuccour the wounded 
lady. Fir'd at theſe words, we ran with 
the ſwifteſt ſpeed, and ſoon got up witn 
the pot Lady who unhappily was breath- 
ing her laſt, My friend was ſeized with 
the deepeſt affliction, as his wife, whom 
he loved to diſtraction, and who merited 
the utmoſt tenderneſs, was juſt ready to 
lie in. My valet de chambre, who was 
a perſon of very good ſenſe, and an ex- 
cellent ſurgeon, aſſuring us that there was 
a poſſibility of ſaving the child, we con- 
ſented to the operation he propos d. We 
had no time to loſe, Br the mother 
that moment expired, when an inciſion 
being made, the child was ſav'd, and 
that is the ſweet young Lady that now 
left the room. Finding it impoſſible to 
diſcover the wretch who had murdered 
the Lady, and carried off my couſin, I 
order'd my ſervants to move away the 
corps and the new-born babe. My Valetde 
chambre attended the fad proceſſion, and 
I had a very difficult task to keep the 
diſtracted husband from killing himſelf. 
At laſt I got him to my houſe, where I 
K 4 had 


224 © The Lie ef 
had put him to bed, but he was ſeized with 


ſo violent a fever, that he died two days 
after, beſeeching me, in his expiring mo- 
ments, to make the ſtricteſt ſearch after 
the wretch who had murdered his dear 
wife, and to fee her daughter virtuouſſy 


brought up. I promis'd folemnly to 
comply with his deſires, and hope I have 

nothing to reproach my ſelf with upon 
that account, | 


T now had compliments of condoleance 
made me by multitudes of people, the 
ewe of this diſmal cataſtrophe being ſoon 
pread abroad. I had examined very 


cloſely the coachman and footman, who 
were preſent at the murder; but the ac- 
count they gave me was fo prodigiouſly 
confus'd, that I did not know what to 


make of it. Art laſt I began to ſuſpect a 


young Nobleman who us'd to viſit me 


very often, attracted by the charms of 
my couſin, As he, after this, had not 
come to my houſe for a week, my ſuſpi- 
cions increaſed, I enquired of every one 
who came to ſee me, whether they had 
not heard of Sir Hyde, but could 


not get the leaſt information. However, 
twelve days after the murder, my couſin 
returned to her father's, whither I was 
come, in order, if poſſible, to get ſome 
farther light into this horrid affair. The 
| 1 | | young 
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young Lady burſting into tears, told us, 
that four horſe- men, with maſks on, had 
ſtopt the coach, threatning to ſhoot the 
coachman in caſe he did but turn his head 
about. One of theſe wretches, continued 
ſhe, going to force me out of the coach, 
Mrs. M. .. flung herſelf upon him; ſtrove 
all ſhe could to keep me in the coach, 
and to force his mask. of, The villain 


finding ſhe exerted her ſelf in this manner, 


was barbarous enough-to draw out a dag- 
er and ſtab her to the heart,. and im- 


mediately ſhe fell. L my ſelf fainted 


away, and did not recover till ſome timo 
after, when I. found my felf in a room, 
and Sir-—— H. very buſy about me. 
He made ſuch meer”! as filled my ſoul 
with horror; and finding I ſtil] refuſed to 
comply with his brutal deſires, he threat- 
ned to murder me, in caſe I refus'd. I 
nevertheleſs reſiſted; but I will confeſs 


that the fear of death ſtagger'd my reſo- 


lution. He juſt now, continued the Lady, 
turn'd me our of. the houſe, with a thou- 
ſand inſults,, and the moſt harſh lan- 
guage, She could not give the leaſt ac- 


count of the place to which-ſhe had been 


dragg'd, becauſe they had hood-winked 
her. Saying theſe words, ſhe conjur'd 
us with a flood of tears, to revenge the 
odium which had been caſt on her ſelf and 
family. K 5 Accor- 
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Accordingly we complain'd of the 
knight to his Majeſty, who ſeem'd to 
liſten to them, and nevertheleſs Sir 
H— eſcaped from us. Upon this his 
eſtate was ſeiz'd;z and a conſiderable pen- 
fon was ſettled on the complainant,. and 
ſentence was pronounced on the knight 
as guilty of murder and a rape, ſince 
which time no one heard. what is become 

of him. 2 
The averſion which IT and my whole 
family entertain'd, was not confin'd merely 
to Sir H=, but extended to all of 
*he name of H——, and conſequently to 
_ your friend. The King had often endea- 
voured to exaſperate me againſt that mi- 
niſter, whom he both hated and fear'd: 
However, I would not conſent to the pro- 
poſals the King had made me, and even 
took his part: But after the execrable 
action committed by his nephew, I ac- 
3 with whatever his Majeſty de- 
fired. You know Sir, by the ſtory of 
that Nobleman, what was tranſacted at 
that time; the crimes I laid to his charge, 
and 'how I was ſupported by the houſe of 
Commons in the proſecution. But as 
the Lords required ſtrong proofs to the 
impeachment, and it being impoſſible 
for us to offer any that were valid, I ad- 
vis'd the King to let Clarendon depart the 
: Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, Such were the motives of 


the enmity I bore him; and I ſubmit to 


your judgment, whether I can juſtly be 


accuſed for it. ä 


My illuſtrious friend, ſays I, has now 
been dead ſome years, let us not there- 
fore diſturb his aſhes. I muſt. confeſs, 
that ſome ſpecious reaſons may be given 
to juſtify your animoſity; and I. pity 
from my e gentleman, who may be 

ad circumſtances to which: 
the brutality of: a hair-brain'd wretch 
reduced you. 

I took: my leave of the Earl for three 


or four: days, being afraid that our con- 


ver ſations, and the relation of incidents 

which had brought him to the brink of 

the grave, would retard his cure. | 
I then got on. horſeback, and rode 


away, followed by my two ſervants; but 


Thad not left Rumney-bole above a quar- 


ter of an hour,, before I ſpied ſome horſe- 


men, who immediately turn'd out of their 
road, and rode croſs the country in or- 


der to come up with me. Two of theſe 


left their company, and advancing near, 
we ſaluted one another very amicably; 


and I enquir ing what they wanted? They 
anſwered, my purſe. 
tlemen, I preſume you want to make a 


Says J, gen- 


trial of my courage, merely for diverſion 
K. 6. ſake: 
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fake: However, ſhould you not be what 
I really take you for, that is, perſbns 
of 1 7 but thieves, this Iaſſure you, 
entlemen, I am not eaſily frightned. 
hieves, ſaid one of the company, which 
by this time had ſurrounded me; be not 
... - fo liberal of your ill language to a ſett of 
honeſt gentlemen, who content themſelves 
with receiving or taking in a.polite way, 
the half of whatever comes in their way. 
We exerciſe our profeſſion in an honour- 
able manner; and no one can accuſe us 
of 2 taken above half out of the 
purſe of ſuch perſons whoſe good fortune 
has directed him to us. We obſerve the 
ſtricteſt rules of juſtice, and never ſuffer 
any bafe action to be committed by any 
of our company. Petermine, therefore, 
ſpeedily; though we adviſe you, as friends, 
to divide with us half the money you 
may have about you; eſpecially as this 

will eaſe you of half your load. 
You are then in earneſt, fays I, gen- 
tlemen? In down right earneſt, anſwer'd 
they; and as we are in a little hurry, 
we ſhould take it as a favour if you 
would diſpatch. Gentlemen, ſays I, you 
muſt be contented with my note, ſince it 
has ſo happened, but how I cannot gueſs, 
that I have not a ſingle croſs in my 
p cket. Name only the ſum, and I' 
give 
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give you my note for it. Very well re- 
plied the civil creatures, make it then 
for two hundred pounds Sterling, and 

yable in a week. Write down your 
direction, and ſome of us will wait up- 
on you at the time appointed But firſt 
ſwear that you won't ſeize us, as tho' 
we were villains who had acted baſely 


by you. 


I promiſed: to obſerve faithfully what- 


ever they ſhould enjoyn; but the diffi- 
culty was, how to get pen, ink, and pa- 


per; however, theſe honeſt gentlemen, 
who were ufed to ſuch adventures, ſoon 
fyrniſhed me with more than T wanted, 
Accordingly I drew a note of 200 pounds, 
payable in a week, deſiring them to come 


and receive it at my houſe. They then 


gave me a ſmall piece of green ribbon, 


-and bid me tie it about my arm, to pre- 
vent my being ſtopp'd by their rear guard, 


who, they told me, I might very pro- 
bably meet with. In caſe you ſhould be 
ſtopp'd, faid they, only ſhew the ribbon, 


and cry, ho pagato, (I have paid) this be- 


ing the watch-word for to-day ; after 
which you may go on unmoleſted. I 
thank*d the gentlemen for their civility, 
and left them much better pleaſed than 
they were at receiving my note: How- 

ever, 
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ever, I did not meet with any of their 


brethren. 


Being returned home, I told Mrs. 
Cleveland my adventure, which was a 
very whimſical one, and occaſioned a great 
number of reflexions. My wife thought 
T ought to ſeize thoſe who ſhould come 
to receive the money; but I could not be 
of her opinion, perſuaded it would be 
of dangerous conſequence, ſhould I ſeize 
any of the gang, ſince the reſt would. 
not fail to revenge the death of their com- 
panions. Mrs. Cleveland immediately 
agreed with me; and we reſolved, ſo 
far from breaking my word, to receive 
them with great civility, in preſence of 
a great many of our neighbours, whom 
we ſhould invite to dinner, for that 
purpoſe... | 6 
be day appointed for the payment 
being come, I got together a conſidera- 
ble number of lords and ladies; when 
juſt as we were going to ſet down, a ſer- 
vant came and told me, that two ſtrange 
gentlemen deſired to ſpeak with me. 
a 3 I left my company to wait 
upon my new gueſts. However, they 
were not the ſame perſons who had ſtopp*d 
me; but, after ſaluting me with the utmoſt 
politeneſs, they ſaid, that they. brought 
a note written in my hand, and did not 

« | doubt 
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doubt but I would pay the cofitents of 
it. I anſwered them, it ſhould be paid 
very punctually, and in the mean time, 
begg'd the favour of them to favour me 
with their company at dinner, They 
made ſome ſcruple at firſt, but at laſt 
conſented to my intreaties. They were 
extreamly complaiſant and well bred ; and 
had made a very great progreſs. in the 
nobleſt ſtudies, as appeared by their re- 
lations from the fineſt authors among the 
antients, all which they applied in a moſt 
agreeable manner. Their converſation was 
not only ſolid, but very entertaining, ſo 
that they. would have been finiſhed gentle- 
men, had not their profeſſion been lo irre- 
putable. I introduced them among my 
friends, as perſons with whom I former] 
had been acquainted in Roan, and ſaid, that 
as they had happened to come that way, 
they had done me the honour to make 
me a viſit. I had acquainted every one of 
the gueſts with my late adventure, but not 
one of them took the leaſt notice of it. 
About an hour or two after dinner, I 
paid the two hundred pounds, took my 
note, and we parted very good friends. 
At my return to the company, they 
were much divided in opinion, with re- 
gard to this adventure. Some blamed me 
tor not ſeizing them, whilſt others ap- 
proved 
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proved of my conduct, but all in gene- 
ral were aſtoniſhed at the impudence of 
theſe Banditti, Others again were very 
forry ſo ſee perſons, perfectly accom- 
liſhed in every reſpect, ſo greatly de- 
praved, as to follow ſo infamous, and 
dangerous a courſe of Life. In fine, we 
diverted ourſelves with the high offence 
thoſe gentlemen took at my calling them 
thieves. 

We now changed the ſubject of our 
diſcourſe, upon one of the company's 
aſking me the reaſon why I frequented 
ſubterraneous places ſo much. This 
queſtion puzzled me very much, for 1 
was very unwilling to betray my new 


friend; but I was extricated very hap- 


pily out of my confuſion, by a ſervant's 
coming to tell me, that a Gentlewoman 
and a young Lady deſired to ſpeak with 
me. Upon my deſiring to know their 
names before I went down to them, I 
was told, that my porter had inquired it; 
but that the Gentle woman had made no 
other anſwer, than that I ſhould be very 
glad to ſce them. My wife was uneaſy 
at what ſhe heard,. fearing/ that ſome 


falſe friend was going to play me a 


trick. At laſt, I went out to the Ladies: 
but Heavens]! how agreeably was J ſur- 
prized to ſee Mrs. Bridge and her charm- 


ing 
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ing daughter. I flew to them, and af- 
ter claſping both the mother and daugh- 
ter ſome time in my arms, (all of us 
ſhedding tears of joy at our being ſo 
happy to ſee one another again, after 
a ſix years ſad ſeparation) I led them 
to the parlour where my company were 
fitting. My wife ſprung to them with 
tranſport, and all four were ſo overjoyed, 
in ſuch extaſies, that we were ſcarce able 
to ſpeak. At laſt, after I had got a 
little breath, and recovered from the 
* ſurprize, at my being again 
bleſt with the company of two perſons 
who had always been ſo dear to me, and 
whoſe abſence had given me ſo much 
uneaſinels ; I told the company, how 
nearly related I was to the Gentlewoman 
and her daughter, Immediately all the 
ladies paid them their reſpects, and em- 
bracing them tenderly, congratulated 
them on their ſafe arrival; the gentle- 
men were extremely complaiſant on this 
occaſion; and all made us a thouſand 
compliments on our propitious meeting, 
The Lady of the greateſt diſtinction in 
the company riſing, obliged all the reſt 
to riſe alſo, ſhe obſerving, that it would 
be very proper to leave us; and that 
we doubtleſs had a thouſand' things to 
ſay, after ſo tedious and cruel an abſence. 
| I beg'd 
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I begg'd the company to fit down again, 
but at the ſame time was extreamly glad 
to ſee all the ladies and gentlemen com- 
plying with the firſt motion, 

When all the ſtrangers were withdrawn, 
we again renewed our careſſes; and could 
'not forbear expatiating on our happineſs 
in thus enjoying each other's company, 
after having loſt all hopes of overſeeing 
one another again, We offered up our 
moſt unfeigned thanks upon that account, 
to the ſupreme Guide and Director of 
all events. 7 
I told my ſiſter-in-law Bridge, that I 
would not deſire her to tell me the ſe- 
veral particulars which had happened to 
her ſince our parting : That ſhe and her 
daughter might be aſſured, that we would 
never part more: That Mrs. Bridge 
might be perſuaded, that my dear wite 
would love her daughter as kindly as if 
ſhe were her own: That we had been 
prodigiouſly grieved at our ſad ſepara- 
tion, as that ſad accident had fruſtrated 
all our deſigns: That ſince Heaven had 
brought us again together, it doubtlels 
approved that deſign, which we would 
diſcourſe of more fully at a proper time. 
My wife, tranſported to ſee again a per- 
fon whom ſhe reſpected ſo much, and 
who had contributed ſo greatly to our 
krecon- 
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reconciliation at St. Cloud, would imme- 
diately give her a ſign of the happy con- 
ſequences of it. Accordingly ſhe called 
our two daughters, the oldeſt of which 
was four years old, and the youngeſt 
three. Mrs. Bridge careſſed them over 
and over; and indeed they were ſuch 
ſweet children, that ſhe could hardly 
have forborne doing ſo, had they been 
ſtrangers. They both ſpoke French and 
Engliſh, and indeed their wit far outſtripp'd 
their years. She aſked them ſeveral 
2 in both thoſe languages; and 
though neither of them was prepared, 
they both anſwered with a charming vi- 
vacity. At laſt, as it grew late, I or- 
dered ſupper to be got ready, and after 
ſpending the remaining part of the even- 
ing very agreeably, Mrs. Cleveland and 
I conducted our dear friends to the a- 
partment allotted for *em, 

I was ſo delighted to reflect I had again 
found a ſiſter of Mrs. Bridge's merit, 
and her amiable daughter, that I could 
not ſleep a great part of the night. My 
wife was continually wiſhing me joy on 
this occaſion, and recalled to my memory 
the many pleaſing hours we had ſpent to- 
2 She repeated with peculiar plea- 
ure the many Kind, judicious things ſhe 
had ſaid to her, during our unhappy ſe- 

paration, 
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paration. As ſhe was expatiating upon 


theſe particulars, we would break off on 
a ſudden, and cry out, what a ſweet 
creature 1s that daughter of hers! How 


many fond wiſhes did I make at the fight 


of her! ſhe'll be a charming wife for our 
dear—— Not ſo faſt, my love, ſaid I; 
Jet us hear firſt what hath befallen them 


ſince our ſeparation : That I will deſire her 


mother to inform us of to-morrow, when, 
if every thing is as I hope to find it, and 
which I am perſuaded is really fo, from 
the chearfulneſs I perceive in my niece; 
we then ſhall ſee what courſe it will 
be proper for us to take, in order to 
make our ſon happy with that charming 
creature. | 
Our impatience to ſee one another was 
ſo great, that we all roſe early, and be- 
ing got together, we again. renewed our 
fondneſs. My wife could not bear to 
have the lovely Miſs Betzy out of her 
fight. Dear niece, would fhe ſay, have 
you ever thought of us ſince our abſence? 
Have you fometimes reflected on. the 
anguiſh with which I was ſeized, when | 
ſaw the mercileſs pirates tear us from one 


another? Not a day has paſſed, ever 
* fince that mournful accident, but I have 
© vented a thouſand ſighs for your mother, 
for yourſelf, and for dear Mrs, Zallin, 


whom 
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whom I long to hear of. Alas! replied 
my niece, with tears trickling from her 
eyes; Mrs. Lallin is no more: That 
dear woman died a moſt cruel death. I 
don't doubt, dear uncle, but you, as well 
as my dear aunt, (throwing her arms 
about her neck) will be deeply afflicted 
at her tragical end; my mother, who 
will tell you all our ſad adventures, will 
inform you of the death of a woman for 
whom we had a moſt tender affection, 
and who was a perfect image of virtue in 
this world. | 

_ Grieved to the ſoul at what my niece 
here hinted to us, I deſired her mother 
to relate all her adventures, and what 
had befallen them in their captivity. You 
very juſtly, replied my ſiſter, give the 
name of captivity to the ſad condition 
we were in immediately after our ſepara- 
ration. The ſhips which took us on the 
Engliſh coaſt, and ſeparated us ſo very 
untortunately, were two of the beſt in 
the French fleet. The admiral gave em 
liverty to cruiſe upon the Dutch, in order 
to prejudice their commerce, and indeed 
their commiſſion was of very great 'ex- 
tent, The ſhip we were put on board 


of was commanded by a true pyrate, 


who failed towards Barbary, and threatned 
very often to ſell us for ſlaves to the In- 
7 fidels, 
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fidels. This officer was a hard-hearted 
wretch, whom neither intreaties nor tears 
could ſoften. The lieutenant, however, 
treated us with great humanity ; and it 
was not long before Mrs. Lallin's wit 
and beauty made ſo great an impreſſion on 
this officer's heart, that he fell diſtract- 
edly in love with this unfortunate lady; 
and to this we owe our liberty, and the 
happineſs which was the effect of it. 
The lieutenant, whoſe name was Long- 
champ, grieved at the barbarous beha- 
viour of his captain, reſolved to reſcue 
us out of his hands, whatever might be 
the conſequence: He was beloved by the 
whole crew, and had ſo great an autho- 
rity, that he could have thrown our per- 
ſecutor into the ſea, if he had thought 
proper; but he choſe father to get rid 
of him in a more honourable way. The 
captain had inſulted him ſo often, that he 
at laſt reſolved to exaſperate him to ſuch 
a degree as to oblige him to draw. One 
day the captain declared to us, that as we 
were near to the coaſt of Barbary, we 
muſt prepare ourſelves for ſlavery; and 
that he was determined to ſell us at 
St. Croce; and that in two days he ſhould 
be paid a good ſum of money for us. 
The Emperor of Morocco, ſays. he, (gaz- 
ing on Bejzy, with a cruel, ſcoffing 7 
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will be delighted with that pretty little 
creature. Fs burſt into Leg this 
news, when the lieutenant, hearing our 
cries, ran to our cabbin to ſee what was 
the matter. They are crying, ſays the 
brutal captain, becauſe I am going to ſell 
them to the Moors. That ſhan't be, 
replied the lieutenant 3 and I declare to 
you, that I take. theſe ladies under my 
protect ion, or rather that of his Maje- 

No law will allow you to uſe in 
ſo barbarous a manner, perſons well born, 
whoſe ill fate itis to fall into your hands, 
*T was very. wrong of you to condemn 
the ſhip they were in, as lawful prize, 
ſince the Engliſb are the King's friends 
and allies; and that one of the ladies, 
pointing to Mrs. Lallin, is a French wo- 
man. I adviſe you, therefore, to ſhow 
a greater regard to his Majeſty's ordi- 
nances; for otherwiſe, be aſſured, that 
you will be ſeverely puniſhed for infring- 
ing them. l'll ſoon make you, repli- 
ed the captain, repent your imperti- 
nence, and will teach you yourſelf to 
obey. Your inſolence has too often made 
you fail in your duty; I have been too 
indulgent ; but am now determined to 
make you ſenſible how much I am your 
ſuperior. I know, anſwered Longchamp, 
haughtily, the obedience I owe you, 
1 y — — 
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when we are to fight the enemies of our 
country; but then I know, likewiſe, that 
I ſhould be an accomplice in the ſight 
both of God and Man in your crimes, 
if I ſhould connive at your oppreſſing theſe 
ladies. ERR + | 
The captain, now ſwell'd to rage, ran 
upon deck, to give ſome orders, and was 


followed by our generous protector, who 


declared, that he. would ſoon ſet us at 
liberty, or periſh in the attempt. See- 
ing the ſhip was going to ſteer towards 
Barbary, he bid the crew not obey the 
captain, and immediately commanded 
them to make for Toulon. The pilot 
fided with the lieutenant, -when palnuy 
there aroſe a great diſpute among the ſail- 
ors ; ſome, out of fear, were for obeying 
the captain, whilſt others, hating that 
barbarous wretch, laugh'd at his orders. 
The noiſe we heard over our heads fill'd 
us with terror, when three gentlemen, 
two of whom were Hollanders, and the 
third a ſtranger to every body, who had 
been taken priſoners before us, broke 
open the cabbin where their arms, and 
thoſe of the other priſoners were laid. 
Immediately they ſeiz d the firſt that came 
to hand, and ran arm'd upon deck, in 
order to aſſiſt the lieutenant. The cou- 
rage theſe gentlemen ſhew'd, engaged the 
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crew to join with the lieutenant. The 
captain ſeeing this, runs at Longchamp, 
when immediately a fierce combat enſued 
between them. At laſt, the former re- 
ceiving a full thruſt in his body, fell 
overboard into the ſea, and not one of 
the ſailors endeavoured to ſave him. They 
all ſhouted for joy, and ſeem'd as much 
delighted as tho” they had gain'd a com- 
pleat victory over a barbarous enemy; 
calling for a thouſand bleſſings on the 
lieutenant, who, after thanking the three 
gentlemen for their aſſiſtance, came and 
gave us our liberty in the higheſt tranſ- 
ports of delight, which plainly ſhowed 
his generoſity and greatneſs of foul, and 
told us that he would ſail for Toulon. 

As we were agreeably employed in 
thanking him for his kindneſs and huma- 
nity, a ſailor came and ſaid, that the 
three gentlemen begg'd leave to wait 
upon the Ladies; and eſpecially the ſtran- 
ger, who ſent word that he deſired that 
favour for a particular reaſon. Accor- 
dingly they were admitted, when the 
ſtranger gazed very attentively upon all 
of us, and at laſt fixed his glances, with 

rodigious earneſtneſs, on Mrs. Lallin. 

hilſt the other two gentlemen were 
making us the moſt handſome compli- 
ments, I happen'd 1 call Mrs. Lallin 


by 
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by her name; but how great was our 
aſtoniſiment, to ſee the ſtranger run to 
her with open arms and cry; is Heaven 
then ſo gracious to me, as to bring my 
ſiſter and me together again, after a twenty 
ts (51 cares z and after we had ſo long 
loſt all hopes of ever ſeeing one another 
again? I have not been able to hear what 
was become of you, ever ſince my eldeſt 
brother's unhappy affair... And are 
you then my brother? 'replied Mrs. Lal- 
tin, pray what is your Chriſtian name? 
He anſwered, tis Jobn- Francis; yours is 
Mary Catharine Louiſa, and that of our 
brother was Peter Philip. I broke my 
left arm, continued he, when I was four 
years old; ſee here the marks of it, 
fays he, extending both his arr his 
right one being two or three inches 

longer than the other. You are my bro- 
ther, replied Mrs. Lallin, ſhedding tears 
of joy, and claſping him in her arms. 
I return unfeigned thanks to Heaven for 
thus bringing us together again. And 
turning about to Mr. de Longchamp, I 
hope, continued The, you will releaſe 
my brother, who will ſoon be infinitely 
dear to me. 

The lieutenant, kneeling before Mrs. 
Lallin, told her, that he was the only 
priſoner now on board the ſhip; * 

"a 
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had bound him in the ſtrongeſt chains; 
that he was captive to her charms, and 
therefore begg*d ſhe would accept of him 
for a lover, ſhe being as dear to him as 
his ſoul. I look upon, continued he, 
the ſervice I have now done you, as the 
beginning of my felicity. Condeſcend, 
dear Lady, ſays he, to make me com- 
ow happy; for I ſhall take the li- 

rty to ſay, that I am born of a good 
family, have wealth enough, and love 
you with an exceſs of paſſion. I am ſur- 
priz d Sir, replied Mrs. Lallin, how you 
can love me; for I am neither young nor 
handſome, and you certainly might meet 
with a Lady who would ſuit you better, 
Madam, anſwered the lieutenant, I ſhall 
never be happy unleſs I marry you. Well, 
Sir, ſays Mrs. Lalkn, ſince you fancy 
that I ſhall be able to contribute to your 
ſatisfaction, I accept with pleaſure the 


offer you make me, and now confirm it 


with my hand. We'll conclude every 
thing as ſoon as we come to Toulon; and 
in the mean time will ſtudy one another's 
tempers, by which means we ſhall find 
whether there is a probability of our liv- 
ing happy together, Dear Lady, re- 


plied he, crown my wiſhes immediately. 


But Mrs, Lallin deſiring to have a little 
private converſation with us and her bro- 
L 2 ther, 
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ther, before ſhe gave him a direct an- 
qwer, Mr. Longchamp conſented to it, 
and cried as he withdrew, I earneſtly con- 
gure you by all things dear, to obtain the 
Lady's conſent. 
When we were retired with her bro. 
ther, ſhe deſired him to relate his ſeveral 
adventures, from the time he had left 
his father's houſe. Dear ſiſter, ſays he, 
J long as much to hear your ſtory, as 
ou do to know mine: But this is not the 
buſineſs at this time, and we may defer 
it to another day; come, let us talk upon 
our ſuitor's affair. I find you have ac- 
cepted his offer, but that you don't care 
to marry him till we arrive at Toulon. I 
find by your conſent, that you are at 
liberty to diſpoſe of your heart. But if 
J may adviſe, marry him out of hand. 
I have often heard talk of Mr. de Long- 
champ, and I'll aſſure you, always in the 
moſt advantageous terms, He has a very 
conſiderable Eſtate, which will enable 
you to make a very handſome figure in 
the world; and as he is born of a very 
honourable family, and is a gentleman 
both in his air and converſations where 


can you be better match'd? I believe all 


you ſay, replied the Siſter ; but methinks 
you go too faſt, She ſpoke the laſt words 
with ſuch an air as obliged me to ſpeak 

as 
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a5 follows. As *twould not be above three 


weeks before we ſhould be ſettled in Tou- 


ln, ſhe ought to ſacrifice that time to 
the ardent wiſhes of our generous Deli- 
verer. She ſtill inſiſted on the formalitics 
required on theſe occaſions, when my 
daughter ſaid, there is no doubt but your 
lover form'd this deſign ever ſince he firſt 
ſaw you. She had no ſooner ſpoke this, 
but ſhe opened the Cabbin-door, and. 
calling Mr. Longchamp, ſhe asked him 
upon what terms he intended to marry 
Mrs. Lallin? As ſhe is miſtreſs of my 


heart, replied he, ſhe alſo ſhall be miſ- 


treſs of my fortune; and if ſhe will con- 
ſent, the chaplain of the ſhip ſhall marry 
us immediately, for here are Witneſſes 


enough; and I here take Heaven to wit- 


neſs, that I will be faithful to her till the 
time of my death, I make you the ſame 
promiſe, ſaid Mrs. Lallin, holding our. 
her hand; and ſince Mrs. Bridge, her 
amiable daughter, and my brother, ad- 
viſe me to accept your offers, I here ac- 
cept of them with all my heart. May 
Heaven be propitious to our marriage !. 
honour and virtue are dearer to me than 
life, and this I hope to evince by my 
whole conduct. This excellent woman 
ſeem'd to melt as ſhe pronounced theſe 
words, and one would have imagin'd 

L 3 that. 
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that ſhe had a fore-knowledge of what 
would happen to her. 

And now Mr. Longchamp prepared 
every thing for the marriage, and as he 
knew we ſhould not be prefent at it, he 
deſir'd me to give orders for the dinner, 
in the mean time ; and immediately calling 
the chief cook, he bid him obey all my 
commands. I aſſur'd the bride and bride- 
groom, thattho* my danghter and I ſhould 
not be preſent at the marriage, we ne- 
vertheleſs would implore Heaven to bleſs 
it, and grant them an uninterrupted ſe- 
ries of proſperity. 

After we were ſeparated, I took the 
opportunity, as I gave the cook direQi- 
ons, to view the ſeveral parts of the ſhip, 
I was ſurpriz'd at what I ſaw, and will 

confeſs I ſhould never have believ'd, in 
Caſe I had not been eye-witneſs to it, that 
there could have been ſo many places for 
the ſtowing ſoprodigious a quantity of pro- 

viſions. F will aſſure you that I found 
wherewithal to make a ſumptuous dinner, 
and took care to provide a handſome enter- 
tainment for the whole crew. 

After the ceremonies were ended, I 
went with Betzy, and congratulated the 
new married couple on their marriage. 
The bride flew to my arms, and claſp- 
ing me with the utmoſt tenderneſs, I _ 
| ys 
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lays ſhe, that Mr. de Longchamp is as good 


a man as his countenance ſeems to promiſe 
him, for otherwiſe I ſhall be the moſt 
unhappy woman in the world. But if he 
proves what I hope he will, I ſhall be 
compleatly happy eſpecially if I ſhould one 
day have the good fortune to ſee again dear 
Mrs. Cleveland and her ſpouſe. Shall we 
never hear of them? What a pleaſure 
would it be to me, could I know that this 
amiable couple, with whom I have bad ſo- 
many happy days, wereas bleſt as I could 
wiſh them, If ever you ſee them again, I be- 
ſeech you, dear Mrs. Bridge, (claſping me 
again in her arms) to aſſure them thar 
they are ſeldom a moment. out of my 
thoughts, and nothing but death can blor. 
them from my memory. The bride- 
groom came then and join'd in the con- 
verſation, He ſeem'd to be a man of the 
utmoſt merit, vaſtly polite, and to have 
an ardent paſſion for his wife, which 
gave me inexpreſſible ſatisfaction. We 
din'd, and ſpent the evening very plea- 


fſantly; and after a few ceremonies, put 


our good friend to bed. 

The greateſt joy was ſeen in every 
part of the ſhipz and Mr. Longchamp 
gave ſuch good orders, that the ſoldicrs 


and failors fuddled themſelves without 


once falling out; a circumſtance that ſel- 
L 4 dom 
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dom happens among that kind of peo. 


ple. | 
Next morning the new married couple 
ſeem'd mighty well pleas'd with one ano- 
ther, and the ſight of them renewed our 
Joys. The crew were regal'd a ſecond 
time, and behaved as orderly as the day 
before. - The winds and waves favoured 
us, and drove us ſafely towards Toulon. 
Mr. Longchamp thought it neceſſary, be- 
fore he went on ſhore, to draw up a 
relation of the quarrel between the cap- 
tain and himſelf, ſign'd by the moſt con- 
fiderable Perſons on board the ſhip, 
Every one was proud to ſet their hands 
on this occaſion, but our generous de- 
Tiverer was contented with a general te- 


ſtimonial; and indeed he had little occa- 


ſion for it, no man having ever enjoy'd 
a more univerſal good reputation. 

In a few days we arriv'd, in the midſt 
of feſtivity and delight, at Toulon. Being 
landed, Mr. de Longchamp ordered his 
Valede chambre to wait upon us to his 
houſe, which indeed was a very fine one. 
As for himſelf, he went to the commiſ- 
ſioners of the Navy, to give in the ſtate 
of his affairs, and to deſire them to give 


orders for diſcharging the crew, becauſe 
the ſhip wanted to be refitted. Not long 


after he came home, and hearing that 1 
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was enquiring for a lodging in the city, 
for ds, ſelf and Betxy, Sil ſuch time 4, 
we might have an opportunity of going 
for England ; Madam, fays he to his 
Lady, will you ſuffer theſe good friends 
to live out of our houſe? Did you not 
intreat them, not to leave you but upon 
an abſolute neceſſity? Dear Mr. Long- 
champ, replied ſhe, I think my ſelf ſo 


much miſtreſs in your houſe, as to be al- 


lowed to take that liberty, I have us'd 
all the arguments poſſible, to prevail 
with them to ſtay ; but they are ſo hard- 
hearted as to reſolve to leave us to mor- 
row, and for very poor reaſons. Nay, 
ſays I, if they perſiſt in their reſolution, 
I will go and give immediate orders for 
impriſoning the two Dutch Gentlemen 
whom I had ſet at liberty merely at Mrs. 
Bridge's requeſt, Betzy at theſe words 
immediately cried out, Madam, let us 
ſtay here till we get news of my dear 
Uncle Cleveland. here ſhall we find 
ſo excellent a friend as Mrs. Longchamp, 
and in whoſe acquaintance we have been 
ſo long happy? Since her ſpouſe is ſo 
urgent, I beg you to acquieſce with his 
deſires, If I yield, replied I, to Belzy,. 
*tis not at your intreaties, but out of gra- 
titude for Mr. Longchamp's civilities, and' 
the great and continued friendſhip I have 
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had for his Lady. I don't know how 
J ſhall do when I leave them to go for 
England; *twill be death for me to live 
from them, and the thoughts of our 
ſeparation tortures me. However, let us 
not anticipate our afffictions; my daugh- 
ter and I will enjoy your company as long 
as we poſlibly can, upon condition that 
you'll give us notice of the very inſtant 
we begin to be troubleſome. That we 
promiſe, anſwer'd both; when Mrs Long- 
champ throwing her arms about my neck; 
if you keep your word, added ſhe, no- 
thing bur death ſhall ſeparate us. I then 
embraced her with the utmoſt tender- 
neſs, and told her, that I would make 
all enquiry poſſible after my brother and 
his dear ſpouſe. If Iget any information 
about them, continued I, and know where 
they are, well then ſee if it be poſſible 
for us to live ſeparate. I muſt inform 
you, replied Virs. Longchamp, of a ſecret, 
and makea propoſal to my dear Husband, 
You are to know, Madam, that he has 
promiſed me to leave the ſervice, and to 
ſpend his days either in this city, or at 
our country-houſe; and that the propoſal 
I have to make Mr. Longchamp, is, that 
if you get any news of four relations, 
whom you doubtleſs will then go to; 
that my ſpouſe and I may accompany 
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you on that occaſion, I conſent ta this, 
ſays Mr. Longchamp in the moſt obliging 
terms; and be aſſur'd that I ſhall take a 
ſingular pleaſure, and think ic a great 
honour, ta viſit perſons for whom you 
have ſo tender an affection. After this 
we ſettled the whole matter. 

The very next day that Mr. Long- 
cbamp's return, and his bringing a Lady 
with him whom he had married, were 
know in Towlon, all perſons of the greateſt 
diſtinction in that city, came and paid 
him their compliments. Every one of 
the viſitants ſeemed vaſtly pleaſed with. 
the caſy, polite carriage of the bride, and 
invitations were made them from every 
quarter. You will believe that we ſhar'd. 
in all their parties of pleaſure. Theſe 
laſted ſeveral weeks; but our friend find- 
ing that ſhe was breeding, began to lead 
ſuch a life as ſuited her condition, for 
fear of injuring the future infant, Her 
ſpouſe, who now had obtained a diſ- 
charge from his Majeſty, after having 
been applauded for ſending his wretch of 
a captain out of the world, deſired us 
to retire to a country-ſeat of his about 
twelve miles from Toulon, which we had 
frequently viſited ; and to continue there 
till his wife ſhould be delivered. He 
ſaid, that he would intreat his moſt in- 
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timate friends to defer the viſits they 
doubtleſs intended to pay him, till ſhe 
was up again. * g 
Accordingly we went to his country- 
feat, which tho? a little antique, yet diſ- 
covered a magnificence that was greatly 
pleaſing to the eye. We ſaw but very 
little company, but Mr. Longe bamp went 
almoſt every week to Toulon, but always 
returned the ſame evening. In the mean 
time his Lady advanc'd very happily in 

her pregnancy. 
I forgot to obſerve, that Mr. Lallin 
had fer out ſecretly from the country- 
feat the firſt time we viſited it, and made 
the beſt of his way to Roan, as he told 
us at his return from that city, His de- 
ſign in this was, to inquire privately af- 
ter a certain — 4 affair, in which he 
had been engaged in his youth. As he 
had not once revealed the leaſt particular 
relating to his life, or his deſign, to his 
ſiſter; he only left a letter ſealed on the 
table, and directed to Mrs. Longebamp, 
and the contents of it were ſuch, that we 
did not know what to make of it. Fheſe 
were the words. I beg you, dear ſiſter, 
not to be troubled. for my abſence. 
« Pll endeavour to come back to you, 
« by that time you are delivered; and 
I hope to appear in ſuch a manner 
| «K 28 
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« 2s will give you pleaſure, Let not 
« your love for me leſſen during this 

« ſeparation. Heighten that which your 
« ſpouſe already bears me, and recom- 
« mend me to the favour of the two La. 
« dies your excellent friends.“ 

Mrs. Longchamp, my daughter, andT, 
uſed frequently to walk in the garden, 
which indeed was exceedingly pleaſant. 
Whenever her ſpouſe favoured us with 
his company, he took care to give us all 
the little diverſions the country could 
afford. Sometimes we angled, at other 
times we catched ſmall birds in nets, or 
rabbits in a little warren, which was juſt 
by his houſe, and ſurrounded with a beau- 
tiful ſtream. In this manner we paſs'd 
the time very agreeably, and as walking 
began to be very uneaſy to Mrs. Long- 
champ, eſpecially as we had. rainy wea- 
ther, we ſtaid pretty much at home du- 
ring the fix laſt weeks of her pregnancy. 

- You may remember, that ſhe was a 
very devout woman, and a conſtant ob- 
ferver of the ſeveral duties of religion. 
As ſoon as ſhe was got into the country, 
a great number of Monks of all orders, 


came and viſited her and Mr. Longchamp. 


Among the ſeveral perſons who preſent- 
ed themſelves, ſhe pitched upon a Jeſuit 
for her confeſſor; and. ſhe Wr y 
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told me, that ſhe believed him a perſon 
of wonderful piety. Her ſpouſe, to gra- 
tify her defire, ſent for this Jeſuit almoſt 
e The three laſt days before 
her delivery, Mr. Longchamp deſired his 
ſuperiour to permit the confeſſor to re- 
fide in his houſe, in order that he might 
be ready to aſſiſt his Lady in her devo- 
tion, in cafe of an immediate neceſſity. 
Mr. Longchamp was immediately indulg- 
ed his requeſt ; and accordingly the je- 
fuit came and lodged in the houſe, there 
to pray for Mrs. Longebamp's happy deli- 
very. io et © 
Mr. Lallin returned back to us as he 
had promiſed in the abovementioned let- 
ter; but as he arrived only a moment be- 
fore the delivery, he had ſcarce time to 
embrace his ſiſter. A little after he had 
left the room, ſhe was delivered of a 
boy. This gave inexpreſſible joy to Mr. 
p, who return'd never - ceaſing 
thanks to Heaven upon that account, be- 
ſeeching it to ſuccour both the mother 
and the babe. He and the Jeſuit uſed 
to walk ſometimes, after this, in a room 
that joined to ours, where I could hear 
Mr. Longchamp aſk: the eccleſiaſtic's ad- 
vice concerning the education he ſhould 
give his ſon ; expreſſing a very great un- 
calineſs, that cwas not in his power to 
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inſtruct him in all things it would be pro- 
er for him to know. 
Six days after the birth of the child, 
the Jeſuit returned to his convent, whe- 
ther Mr. Longchamp ſent a ſet of ſplen- 
did ornaments for the altar. Mr. Lallin 
alſo fer out for Roan ; and all we cou'd 
learn from him, was, that his affair went 
on very happily, but that it would be a 
long time before it would be ended. 
wou'd take up too many hours, 
ſhould I relate to you all that happer'd 
fince that time. Mrs. Longchamp ſuck- 
led the child herſelf, and *rwas the only 
one they ever had; and indeed, *twas as 
beautiful a babe as ever was ſeen. At eight 
years of age he had as much wit as a child 
of ſixteen; and he ſeem'd born to form 
his parents joy. This engaging couple 
were bleſs'd with perpetual proſperity, 
and their life was one uninterrupted = 
ries of well-judg*d pleaſures. Surrounded 
with a very polite neighbourhood, they 
viſited one another conſtantly with the 
moſt agreeable familiarity, on which oc- 
caſions they would entertain one another 
in an elegant, but not profuſe manner. 
My daughter and I were preſent at all 
theſe; and were exceedingly obliged to- 
all parties, for employing their utmoſt 
endeavours to make us paſs all our hours 
, 
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agreeably. I ſent letters to every quar- 
ter, to get, if poſſible, ſome information 
of you, but was ſo unhappy as not to 
hear of you, till within theſe ſix weeks. 
Hearing in general, that.you had chang'd 
your name, that you had enjoy'd a con- 
fiderable employment at court, but that 
| you, had left it; I told Mr. Longchamp - 
- and his ſpouſe, that I challenged their 
promiſe, and intreated them to go with 
me into England, where I had heard that 
ou led an eaſy, calm life with Mrs. 
Cleveland. They firſt wiſh'd me joy for 
the news I had heard of your being till 
alive; adding, that they were very ſor- 
ry to think we ſhould ſoon be ſeparated, 
but would be as good as their word; and 
that they would have the pleaſure, eſpe- 
cially his ſpouſe, to ſee once again two 
perſons for whom they had an uncom- 
mon value. 124 
We now prepar'd every thing for our 
departure; and I waited with Betzy, to 
take leave of all our acquaintance, and 
to return them thanks for all their fa- 
vours. I can aſſure you, that a multi- 
tude of tears were ſhed on this occaſion. 
The evening before the day we were ta 
fet out, Mrs. Longchamp went to bed, 
whilſt her huſband went to write ſome 
letters. We were at that time in the 
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country, and the Jeſuit (her confeſſor) 
was come to wiſh her a good voyage. 
Mr. Longchamp did not go to bed till 
day-break, when his ſpouſe hearing him 
coming, aſk'd whether he were out of 
order? He anſwered, I am not; but 
have juſt ended my letters, and am com- 
ing to bed. You jeſt, replied ſhe, for 
'tis not a moment ſince you left me. 
They argued the matter ſo long, that it 
appeared at laſt that another man had 
gone to bed to her. Mr. Longebamp did 
not ſuſpect his wife's fidelity, but run 
like a madman up and down the houſe 
and flies, for conſolation, to the Jeſuit 
who was not gone to bed, They called 
for him every where, when at laſt a 
groom came, and faid, that he was gone 
away upon a horſe he had taken out of 
the ſtable; having told him, that Mr. 
Longchamp had ſent him to Toulon with 


letters which required the utmoſt diſ- 


patch. Mr. Longchamp return'd imme- 
diately into his bed-chamber, when alas ! 
he ſaw.a moſt mournful ſight. Juſt as 
he entered it, his ſpouſe ſaid, that he 
might remember ſhe had told him on 
their wedding · day, that honour and vir- 


tue were dearer to her than life; and 
ſhe no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, but 
crying out, Lord receive my Spirit, the 
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ftabb'd herfelf with a knife to the heart. 
Immediately her huſband was going to 
lay violent hands upon himſelf, but was 
prevented by his ſervants, who threw 
themſelves upon him. | 
Our apartment was at the other end 
of the houſe, where we ſlept very ſweet. 
ly, without knowing any thing of this 
20 cataſtrophe, At laſt we were cal- 
Jed Diſpenfe, cried Mrs. Bridge, 
ſhedding a flood of tears, with my deſ- 
cribing to you the agonies with which we 
were ſeized. Her daughter had left the 
room juſt before ſhe was come to the ſad 
relation of a friend, who could nat but be 
mfinitely dear to them. 

As for my wife, fhe famted away, 
whom I ran to ſuccour, rho? I was almoſt 
as weak as ſhe was, and could not re- 
frain from tears. At Jlaft ſhe revived, 
when I did all that lay in my power to 
cheer her after the doleful ſtory. Alas 
faid Fanny, I had flattered myſelf with 
the fond hopes of ſeeing her here, bur 
now *twill be impoſffible. Thou infa- 
mous Jeſuit ! deteſtable brute, will Hea- 
ven ſuffer thee to die unpuntſhed ? 

Let us change this . converſation, dear 
Fanny, ſays I, and think of the defign 
we lately meditated. Let us deliver our 
Elves with freedom to my ſiſter Bridge, 
e concern- 
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the moment he ſees her. 
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concerning the charming Betzy. You 
cannot but-remember, dear ſiſter, that 
before our fad ſeparation, that we ſaw 
with inexpreſſible pleaſure the great fond- 
neſs which was between our children, 
the moment they were able to know one 
another. I have a mind to order my 
ſon to come home immediately, and will 
defire his Highneſs the Prince of Orange's 
leave for that purpoſe. I won't, how- 
ever, anticipate my ſon's pleaſure, by 
telling him that you are here; and be- 
lieve we ſhall fee him in a fortnight at 
fartheſt, I figure to myſelf the joy he 
will feel to ſee you here; and I am ſure 
that he loves Betzy as dearly as ever, 
and that his paſſion for her will increaſe 


If my niece has no averſion Dear bro - 
ther, reply*d my ſiſter Bridge; my daugh- 
ter has been addreſs'd by a great many ſui- 
tors of confequence in France, who were 


for marrying her immediately, but ſhe al- 


ways rejected their importunities: and ſhe 
has told me a thouſand times, when we 
were alone, that ſhe would never marry 
any man but her dear couſin ; and that in 
caſe he were dead, ſhe was fully determin= 
ed to lead a ſingle life. But poſſibly, 

continued ſhe, my nephew's mind may 
be chang d: let us therefore * 
| TCl0O1ihs. 
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reſolution till he comes; and we then 
ſhall ſee what Heaven will think fit to 
ordain, with regard to a union which 
ſeems ſo agreeable to you; and which in 
all probability, will form my daughter's 
happineſs, and my ſatisfaction. 

My wife was ſo extremely delighted 
with this diſcouſe, that ſhe quite recover- 
ed from the melancholy into which the 
relation of the tragical end of ſo dear a 
friend had plunged her. Betzy coming 
in that moment, ſhe claſp'd her in her 
arms, and careſs'd her- with ſo muck 
fondneſs, and aſked her ſo many tender 

eſtions, as plainly ſhew'd the great 
riendſhip ſhe had for this young perſon, 
who indeed was perfectly handſome, fine- 
ly ſhap'd, amiable, and witty as an 
Angel. 

I was very urgent with my ſon to come 
as ſoon as poſſible. In the mean time, I 
one day related to my ſiſter Bridge, all 
that had happened to us, ſince we had 
been ſo cruelly torn aſunder. She was 
deeply afflicted when I told her the tra- 
gical end of our dear ſon Billy; and ſhed 
an abundance of tears as I told her that 
deplorable accident, a few particulars of 
which ſhe had heard before; She had 
forbore mentioning it to me, for fear 
of awaking the remembrance of ſo — 
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mal a ſcene; and I took an opportunity of 
acquainting her with it, when my wife 
and niece were taking a turn in the gar- 
den. | 

| Betzy was telling her, how Mr. Lallin, 
being at eighteen years of age, diſtract- 
edly in love with a very beautiful young 
Lady of Roan, his couſin, had been at- 
fronted by the ſon of a nobleman, who 
was in great favour with the King. That 
exaſperated one day at the airs he often. 
gave himſelf before his relation, he had 
deſired him to behave with more decen- 
cy; but that the other making a ve 
rude anſwer, a great quarrel enſued, 
when both drawing, Mr. Lallin killed 
his rival. That flying away immediate- 
ly, a proſecution had been carried on 
againſt him, but in- private. That the 
father of the deceaſed dying, no farther 
ſearch was made after him, but that he 
had always been afraid of returning home, 
and therefore entered into the ſervice of 
Charles the Eleventh of Sweden, by whoſe 
mediation, he had obtained a free pardon 
from the King. That returning to France 
on board a little Swedi/b veſſel, which 
the captain, whom Mr. Longchamp kill'd, 
would fain have had paſs for a Hollan- 
der, he had taken him priſoner. That 
Mr. Longchamp having, after the death 
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of that captain, married his (Lallin's) 
Lifter, he had taken the opportunity, 
whilft he went into the country with his 
Lady, to ſue out his pardon. That 
being.at Roan, he was greatly ſurpriſed 
to find his couſin ftif living, who from 
the time of his abſence, was determined 
not to marry; but upon his arrival, had 
conſented to be his (bride, and at the 
ſame time to make him poſſeſſor of a 
very conſiderable fortune. All this had 
taken up no little time; but his nuptials 
were ſcarce over, before he heard of his 
ſiſter's melancholy end. This, ſays 
Betzy, is the hiſtory, in few words, of 
Mr. Lallin, who hearing that Mr. de Long- 
champ had died with grief for his wife's 
untimely end, had been to Toulon, in or- 
der to take care of his infant-nephew's 
affairs. Immediately after he had com- 
pletely ſettled them, we all ſet out toge- 
ther from Toulon, and afterwards went 
to Roan, where we ſaw his ſpouſe, who 
tho* ſhe was forty years old, had ſtill a 
lively bloom in ther complexion. We 
Raid a>fortnight at her houſe, all which 
time we ſpent very agreeably; after 
Which, my mother and I ſet out, in or- 
der to unite ourſelves to you, the deareſt 
friends we have in the world ; and we 
thank Heaven for having brought us ſo 
happily together. Twelve 
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Twelve days after 1 had writ to my 
ſon, I received an anſwer, by which I 
found that he would ſet out immediately; 
and four days after this, Drixg came one 
morning very early, and told me that he 
was arrived, Preſently I aroſe, without 
makmg the leaſt noife, or waking my 
wife, I had ſtrictly order'd all my fer- 
vants, that in caſe my fon thould ask 
whether there were any ſtrangers in the 
houſe, to anſwer 'that there were none. 
I ſoon went' to the room where he was, 
and embrac'd him with the utmoſt ten- 
derneſs. He enquired with extreme ea- 
ger neſs after his mother's health; and 
after telling him that ſhe was well, and 
would be overjoy'd to fee him; 1 ſpoke 
to him in pretty near theſe words, in or- 


| der to ſound his inclinations, 


After the misfortune, my dear ſon; 
ſays I to him, which has befallen us, by 
our lofing your brother, in ſo tragical 
a manner, your mother and TI are re- 
ſolved to have you quit the ſervice; to 
come and live with us, and to procure 
you ſuch a match as may be agreeableand 
advantageous 'to you. 'Now we have 
made choice of a young Lady, as lovely 
and amiable as an Ange], extreamly 
witty and virtuous. We think that this 


match will be very great.. Alas! re- 


plied 


plied he, __ worthy Sir, don't force 
me to diſobedience. You know: the ten- 
der paſſion I -have. nouriſhed ſo long in 
my boſom. I have loſt, - and that for 
ever, my dear Betzy, my amiable couſin : 
permit me therefore to live a fingle life, 
ſince that is my firm reſolation; I can 
never be happy now ſhe is gone. If I 
marry another, we ſhall both be miſer- 
able; and therefore, Sir, as you have 
always loved me with the moſt tender 
affection, would you have me married to 
a woman whom it will be impoſſible for 

me to love? ind 21 
I anſwer'd, that *twas my opinion, the 
match I propos'd to him would not be fo 
unhappy as he imagin'd; that after he 
had ſeen the Lady, in caſe he did not like 
her, he then might be at his own liberty; 
that this match had been only projected, 
but not agreed upon, by the parents on 
each ſide, ſo that nothing would be done 
without the conſent of both parties: That 
the young Lady and her mother were in 
the houſe, and not up yet; and therefore 
that he ſhould go and dreſs himſelf in a 
ſuitable manner to appear before them, 
and that I in the mean time would go and 
acquaint his mother with his arrival. 
Accordingly I did ſo; and my wife in the 
higheſt tranſports of joy, threw 09 Yer 
a Clothes. 
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clothes, and ſent for him in. I had told 
her the artifice I had employed in order 
to ſound the inclinations of our ſon, who, 
ſays I, loves his couſin dearer than ever, 
but is firmly perſuaded he ſhall never ſee 
her more. Our ſon came in, but in great 

confuſion, and ſeemingly oppteſt with a 
deep melancholy. His mother who was 
afflicted at the ſight, cried, ſon, how can 
you expreſs ſo much uneaſineſs at the 
match which your father propoſes to you, 
when 'tis ſo very advantageous, and the 
only thing in the world you defire? What 
will your dear Belzy ſay, if ſhe hears that 
you refuſe to marry her? Betzy, ſays he, 
in the utmoſt tranſport ! Is ſhe here? 
Let me fly to the inchanting creature, 
and throw my ſelf at her feet. What! 
ſhall I again fee that ſweet Angel and her 
excellent mother? Dear father, mo- 
ther, how happy am 1? but don't de- 
ceive me: Is my Betzy ſtil] alive? 

My wife, overjoy'd to ſee my ſon in 
ſuch raptures, went and awak'd my ſiſter 
Bridge and her daughter, and told them 
of our ſon's arrival. They were ſoon 
dreſs*d, and-immediately ſent for us. At 
our coming into the room, my ſon was in - 
great perplexity, for his heart was attracted ' 
towards Beizy, whilſt reaſon drew him 
towards her mother, 3 they ſoon 


pur 
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put him out of his pain; for both ad- 
vancing towards him, they threw their 
arms about his neck, when we heard three 
voices cry, Heavens! and do I ſee you 
again? This was a very tender meeting, 
Mrs. Cleveland embraced them all in the 
moſt affectionate manner, when direCting 
her ſelf to our ſon; how greatly, ſaid 
ſhe, are you obliged to us, for ſending to 
you in ſuch haſte, in order for you to ſee 
two Ladies who are ſo dear to us; whoſe 
abſence we had ſo often bewail'd, and that 
without having the leaſt hopes of our ever 
being ſo happy as to ſee them again? But 
Heaven has at laſt been ſo gracious as to 
bring us once more together, and, I hope, 
never to part. Come, my ſon, let us 
give our dear friends time to dreſs, Poſ- 
fibly, ſaid ſhe with a ſmile, they may 
think of you, tho' abſent. | anſwer for 
my ſelf, cried my ſiſter Bridge; I alſo 
anſwer for —— how Madam! fays her 
lovely daughter, do you anſwer for me 
too? 
At our going away my ſon look'd back 
twenty times. When we were got alone 
with him, he fell on his knees, and with 
the moſt earneſt intreaties conjur*d us to 
conſent to his marriage with his engaging 
couſin. His mother thereupon advis'd 
him to conſult Miſs Bridge on that mat- 

ter, 
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ter, to beg her conſent, and afterwards 
to open the affair to her mother; aſſur- 
ing him, at the ſame time, to favour his 
ſuit to the utmoſt of our power. 

The mother and daughter came in, and 
we propoſed a walk in the garden, on 
which occaſion we gave the fond pair an 
opportunity of pouring out their hearts 
to each other. They ſoon agreed mat- 
ters, when giving each other a promiſe, 
their marriage was ſolemniz'd a few days 
after, to the great ſatisfaction of all 
parties. 

The tranſactions of the year 1683, will 
furniſh the next age with a large field for 
reflection; and it will be ſcarce able to 
come at the ſource, and diſcover the truth 
of an event which happened in England 
at that time, I mean the bloody end of 
the Earl of Eſex, who having been com- 
mitted to the Tower, was found dead the 
next day with his throat cut. The ſame 
morning the K and his brother had 
been in the Tower, to ſee an experiment 
of a new invention made on a piece of 
cannon, There is no doubt but many 
conſequences may be drawn from this cir- 
cumſtance. That very day the Lord 
Ruſſel was ſentenced to loſe his head, for 
having conſented, as was declared in the 
charge, to ſurprize —4 King's guards. But 
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as a gentleman of my acquaintance, a 
perſon of perfect honour and abilities, 
who is now writing the Hiſtory of Exg- 
land, intends to publiſh ſome very curi- 
ous and faithful anecdotes concerning the 
reign of the two br--th--s, I ſhall not 
make any further mention of publick af- 
fairs, from the time of my quitting bu- 
ſineſs, and retiring into the country. 
During this, I had ſent every other day 
to Romney-Hole, to enquire after the Ear! 
of Rs health. I us'd to ſend him 
word from time to time, that I would do 
my ſelf the honour to wait upon him, 
whenever my preſence could be of any 
ſervice. But at laſt I ſent word by Dring, 
to inform him that I did not dare to viſit 
him with as much freedom as I had done 
hitherto, becauſe the King and his bro- 
ther had been told that I often went to 
thoſe ſubterraneous places; that ſpies 
were abroad, to diſcover, if poſſible, 
the motives of my viſits to them; ſo that 
I being afraid of diſcovering him, I 
begg*d him not to be ſurpriz'd, if he ſaw 
me no more; that thoſe who had deſir'd 
me to be upon my guard, were perſons 
of undoubted credit; and that if I might 
adviſe, he ſhould make choice of ſome 
other dwelling, or rather ſhould leave 
England, till a revolution might happen, 
and 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 269 


and that as ſoon as poſſible, for fear leſt 
ſome trick ſhould be plaid him, I having 
been aſſur'd that the King and the Duke 
were highly exaſperated againſt him, and 
were firmly perſuaded that *twas he in- 
habited theſe caves. The Earl ſent word, 
that he was greatly obliged to me for my 
advice, and aſſur'd me that he would 
leave Rumney Hole immediately; and 
the kingdom: ſoon after; and that he 
would not fail to acquaint me with the. 
place he ſhould go to. NT 1 

Three days after I received ſuch news. 
from Court as determined me to ſend 
Dring immediately to the Earl, Accor- 
dingly he fet out for Rumney- Hole, but 
alas! what a- diſmal. ſpectacle did he ſee 
at his arrival there] the Earl lying with 
his throat cut in the midit of his ſervants, 
who had been all butcher'd, and his ami- 
able coulin lying ſtabb'd to the heart, at 
the Earl's feet, The villains had carried 
off all his Lordſhip's plate and jewels, 
and Dring obſerv'd, that the young La- 
dy's ear- rings had been forc'd out of her 
ears, which were all torn, He ſoon left 
that fatal ſpot, and not finding ( in 
his abode, nor any of his furniture re- 
maining, he rode with all ſpeed to give 
me an account of the ſad cataſtrophe, I 
at firſt reſolv'd to go in ſearch of the 
M 3 mur- 
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murderers, but the reflections I made, 
Joined to thoſe of my ſon, obliged me to 

y aſide that deſign. I therefore ſent 
only for the ſurgeon, to enquire whether 
he could not give me ſome information 

of this matter; but I found that he had 
got been at home for ſeveral days; and 
all I could hear was, that the evening be- 
fore the murder, he and eight perſons 
more had been ſeen at a tavern, ſince 
which he had diſappeared. This made 
me conclude, that this wicked wretch, 
for the ſake of the plunder, having over- 
heard ſome of the inſtructions I had given 
the Count, had offered his ſervices to the 
greateſt enemies of this Nobleman, and 
that they had procured him the eight vil- 
lains who were ſeen with him. 

This tragical event raiſed a multitude 
of reflections in my mind, and I reſolved 
never to leave the retir'd life I now fol- 
lowed. The wife counſels which Lord 
Clarendon had given me, awaked again 
m my remembrance, and confirmed me 
in my deſign. I reproached — ſelf a 
thouſand times for not having followed 


his prudent hints, for they would have 
preſerved me from innumerable evils. I 
now intreated my friends, in the moſt 

lite terms, never to ask me any que- 


ions relating to the Court; for as I was 
abſolutely 
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any more, I did all that lay in my power 
to forget the paſt tranſactions of it. I 
now therefore applied my ſelf ſeriouſly to 
my ſtudies, and enjoyed inexpreſſible 
pleaſure in the company of a famous di- 
vine, who quite removed a]l the doubts 
which the multiplicity of my affairs in 
Londen had not given me an opportunity 
to examine. 

I uſed all the arguments poſſible with 
my ſon to engage him to leave the ſer- 
vice, and live with me, but he ſeemed ſo 
averſe to my propoſal, that I left him at 
his liberty. However, I begged the 
Prince of Orange to permit him to be 
abſent one year, and his Highneſs gran- 
ted my requeſt ; ſo that he did not leave 
us till his wife was happily delivered of a 
fine boy. She went to Holland with him, 
whence they returned five months after, 
he having obtained leave to return to Eng- 
land, and there continue till after the de- 
livery of his wife, who was four months 
gone with her ſecond child. 

Some days before their arrival, as I was 
walking in a wood, attended only b 
Dring, a villain ſhot me in the arm. Ig 
happened very luckily that two peaſants 
belonging to a farm of mine, were near 
us, and theſe purſuing the wretch who 

M 4 had 
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had perpetrated this action, ſeized him. 


In the mean time Dring endeavoured to 
ſtop the blood, when a little after we 


heard the country fellows coming towards . 
us, and threatning the ruffian very ſeverely, 


Now, who ſhould this be, but the ſur- 
geon whom I had employed at Romney- 
Hole. I ordered the men to bind him, 
and he was carried to priſon, Being ex- 
amined, he ſoon confeſſed that he had 
been ſet on by one Blood a Jeſuit, who 
had procured him eight villains more, 
and that theſe murdered the Earl, his 
couſin, and the ſervants in the ſubterra- 
neous abodes. That this Blood was a 
Jeſuit, and had been ſet on by the Crt, 
He was asked where that miſcreant liv'd, 
but as he did not care to anſwer this que- 
ſtion, he was carried to the preſs, the 
ſight of which terrified him ſo much, that 
” ſoon gave information of his dwel- 
ing. 


of this villainous deſign, - and the wound 
was fo very ſlight, that I eaſily concealed 
it from my wife. I gave proper orders 
for all things, and they were ſo happily 
executed, that the Jeſuit was ſeized 
and thrown into priſon, The moment I 
heard of his being ſeiz'd, I had a great 


curiolity to ſee him. But how great will 
5101 be 


I did not inform any one but my ſon 
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be the reader's aſtoniſhment when I tell 
him this villain was the individual Geliy. 
Is it a phantom, or do ſee Gelin? ſays l. 
»Tis Gelin himſelf, replied he: I once was 


your friend, but now my crimes have 


made me your greateſt enemy. I was ex- 
ecuted in effigy only at Paris, I turn'd 
Roman Catholick, and after having paſs'd 
through my noviceſhip, I was ſent upon 
a miſſion into England. One day I hap- 
pen'd to be ſtopt by a band of thieves, 
but having no money about me, one of 
them promiſed me my life, provided I 
would join my ſelf to their gang. This 
I conſented to; and our captain having 
been taken and hang'd a few days after, 
we agreed that he among us who ſhould 
undertake and compleat the boldeſt action 
in a week, ſhould be declared our. com- 
mander. As I ſpeak the Eugliſb tongue 
in perfection, had been long rambling 
about London, and was perfectly well ac- 
quainted with that city; I found means, 
by the aſſiſtance of three of our gang, to 
carry away from the Tower, the Crown, 
Scepter and Globe, We. were all fo un- 
Jucky as to be ſeiz'd as we were coming 
out of the Tower, when his Majeſty be- 
ing deſirous of ſeeing me, I confeſs'd that 
crime, and a great number of others. I 
acknowledged that I deſerved to die, but 
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that as our gang conſiſted of five hundred 
men, who 3 would, in caſe I ſhould 
be executed, murder the King himſelf; I 
therefore intreated his Majeſty to fave 
my life for his own fake. That in caſe he 
would grant me a pardon, I poflibly 
might do him ſignal ſervice ;. for as I was 
to be elected captain of the gang, I con- 
fequently ſhould have a great number of 
men under my command. Accordingly 
his Majeſty not only pardoned me, but 
alſo gave me a pardon, and ſettled 700 l. 
@ year upon me in Ireland. Exalperated 
at the happineſs you enjoy'd with Mrs, 
Cleveland, I brought ſuch an affliction 
upon you as has almoſt brought you to the 
rave. *Twas I murdered your ſon. 
n't interrupt me, ſaid he, ſeeing all 
the blood riſe in my face: I ſaw him, 
continued he, enter into the apartment 
whither the King was retired, I faw his 
Majeſty leave it; when obſerving your 
ſon go into it, and wrap himſelf up in 
the King's cloak, throw himſelf on the 
bed and fall afleep, I ſent a dagger to his 
heart. *T'was by my directions that the 
Earl, his couſin and ſervants were mur- 
dered. The ſurgeon ſerved us as a guide 
to Rumnoy-Hole, and was rewarded with 
the plunder of his dwelling. To con- 
clude, twas I, ever-enraged at your hap- 

| | | Pineſs, 
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pineſs, hir'd the ſurgeon to ſhoot you; 
upon the promiſe of rewarding him 
with two hundred Guineas; but the 
wretch not having been uſed to ſuch 
exploits, his hand trembled, and he miſg'd 
his aim. Proceeding from crime to crime, 
I plunged into ſo dreadful a condition as 
is inexpreſſible. Methinks I am already 
at hell's mouth; and I ſuffer before-hand, 
the torments have but too juſtly merited. 

I made no anſwer to this execrable 
wretch, but ſhuddering at what I had 
heard, and caſting a ſtern glance, I left 
the priſon. By order of the Parliament 
he was moved to Newgate, where he 
ſhot himſelf. | | 
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Oh ver Cromwell, 
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HE der will ſuppoſe, that 
a6 1 I did not once mention this 
"A 1 villain's murdering our dear 
4 ſon to Mrs. Cleveland. She, as 

well as my ſiſter, our ſon and his wife, never 
knew him under wy character but that of 
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a Jeſuit, and I was determined not to de- 
ceive them in that particular, ſince that 
would only have ſet a wound a bleeding, 


which by this time was pretty well clos'd. 


I now ſaw my family in ſo ſweet a tran- 


quillity as charm'd me; and I may affirm, 


that we poſſeſs'd ſuch a calm in our re- 


tirement, as we had never before enjoy'd. 


My daughter-in-law went on very hap- 
pily in her pregnancy. Her mother, her- 
ſelf and my wife took the utmoſt care of 
theeducation of our daughters. Their wit 
very much outſtripp'd their years. Every 
thing ſmil'd about me; and confin'd 


within our ſelves, we did not ſtand in 


need of any foreign ſuccour. My ſon, 
who was compleatly happy in a wife, was 
paſſionately fond of ſtudy, eſpecially that 
of Hiſtory, and whatever related to the 
ſcience of war. I took a ſingular plea- 
ſure in the ſtudy of philoſophy, and thoſe 


tracts of Chriſtian morality, in which aur 


Engliſh writers have fo excell'd. Theſe 
were our uſual employments when we were 
alone. I appointed Dring, who had ſer- 
ved me ſo faithfully, my ſteward; and I 
am obliged in juſtice to own, that he diſ- 
cover d the utmoſt probity on all occaſions, 
For four months after Blvod's:impriſon= 
ment, our family ſeem'd to enjoy a moſt 
perfect harmony; and we were happy = 
35. | the 
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the moſt ſolid and innocent pleaſures. I 
ſometimes us'd to receive letters from ſome 
of my intimate friends, who ſtill conti- 
nued at Court; and all congratulated me 
on the wiſe reſolution I had taken to lead 
a life of retirement. They acquainted 
me, without deſcending to particulars, 
that the Court was ſtil] in a dreadful agi- 
tation; and that thoſe were thrice happy 
who had an opportunity of living out of 
it, I anſwered, that I enjoy'd this feli- 
city in all its extent; but I told a Noble- 
man, to whom I us'd to unboſom my ſelf 
more than to any other, that my happi- 
neſs was ſo very great, I was afraid it 
would not laſt. I am afraid that fortune 
ſmiles at preſent, with no other de- 
ſign but to make me more compleatly 
wretched, My whole life, ſaid I in my 
letter, has been a continual viciſſitude of 
the deepeſt anguiſh, and the moſt ſeducing, 
but at the ſame time tranſient joy. 
Ever ſince my reconciliation with my 
innocent wife, I had always liv*d with her 
in the moſt perfect unity. If ever for- 
tune frown'd, the ſweetneſs of my Fanny's 
temper ſooth'd every uneaſineſs. This 
dear woman divided my afflictions with 
me, and by that means made them lighter 
and whenever my ſoul was ruffled, ſhe al- 
ways reſtored it to its wiſh'd _— 
| ur 
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Our affections and deſires were mutual: 
ſtudious to pleaſe and delight each other, 
we had the ſatisfaction to ſee virtue flou- 
riſh among us, and to regulate our own 
conduct, and that of our family. Mrs. 
Bridge, who ſhar'd our felicity, was ever 
OY us upon it; and bleſs'd 
with our condition, we began to oblite- 
rate the remembrance of paſt evils; but 
alas! fate would not ſuffer me to end m 
days ſo happily. At the time that I ſeem'd 
to be bel pleaſed with my ſtate, and 
ſſibly to be too fond of it, Heaven 
ruck me, on a ſudden, in the perſon of 
her who was infinitely dearer to me than 
my ſelf, | | 
At my return from a two days viſit 
which I had made, in company with my 
ſon, to a friend who lived ſome miles 


from us, I found my dear wife fick a bed, 


mne having taken to it almoſt ever ſince 
our ſetting out. She would not let any of 
the ſervants go and acquaint me with her 
indiſpoſition, (hoping it would be flight,) 


and for that reaſon would willingly have 
ſpared me that uneaſineſs; my ſiſter was 


fitting by her and holding her hands, 
The moment ſhe ſaw me, dear, dear 
Mr. Cleveland, ſays ſhe, I am ſo very 
ſick, that I have but one laſt requeſt to 
make you : I ſhall look upon your grant- 
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ng it as a ſtrong proof of the tender af. 
e 

other. At theſe words I drew cloſe to her, 
I embraced her, but alas! ſhe burnt like 
fire, a proof, too plain, that ſhe was ſeized 
with a violent fever. I was ſo grieved, 
that it was impoſſible for me to utter a 
word. What I have to requeſt of you, 
continued ſhe, is, that you'd ſubmit with 
chearfulneſs to the hard trial I am 
ſo oppreſſed with ſickneſs, that alas! I 
have no hopes of recovery; and I even 
believe my end is very nigh. Remember, 
my dear ſpouſe, the ſtrength of mind 
with which [ was endued, when I was told 
the cruel end of our darling ſon. I ear- 
neſtly implore heaven to indulge you the 
ſame ſupport, when it ſhall think fit to 
ſeparate us. Live happy with my ſurvi- 
vors, and be aſſured that your ſubmiſſion 
to the Divine Will will prove the greateſt 
comfort; to, you, We ſhall meet again 
in the; manſions of Glory, and there en- 
joy each other to all eternity. To thee, 
my God, I give my ſoul! ſave me by the 
merits of my bleſſed Saviour! immedi- 
ately - ſhe fell into convulſions, and died 
in half an hour. n 

I ſhall not attempt to deſcribe the ago- 


. 


nies with which I was ſeized. Her death 
was O unexpected, and I was fo little pre: 


pared. 


jon we have always teſtified to each 
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pared for this cruel ſeparation, that quite 
diſtracted with my ideas, I neither ſpoke, 
eat nor ſlept for three days. Atlaſt, re- 
covering my ſelf a little, I broke into the 
moſt melancholy plaints. My fiſter 
Bridge and our ſon and daughter were in 
the deepeſt affliction ; and *twas ſome time 
before they themſelves were able to exhort 
me to patience. and reſignation, As I 
was one morning juſt wak'd from a ſweet 
ſleep, my ſiſter, our ſon and daughter 
came into my bed-chamber.. My niece 
came up to my bed, when ſhe fools thus 
to me with a moſt moving air; dear 
Sir, I am come to beg my own life, and 
that of the child within me. If you will 
not grant it atmy requeſt, at leaſt call to 
mind what my dear aunt intreated of you 
in her expiring moments; this is a tribute 
you owe to her memory, Your tears 
were juſtly ſhed at firſt; for how could 
you have refrain'd from them on ſo af- 
flicting an occaſion ? But now, every thing 
calls upon you to ſubmit your ſelf to the 
will of the Creator. You oppole it, by 
permitting grief to prey upon you in this 
manner, and are ungrateful, as it were, 
to my darling aunt, in not granting what 
ſhe ſo earneſtly deſired. Alas! dear Sir, 
preſerve. your ſelf, for the ſake, of your 
family, which perhaps is more grieyed 2 
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ſee you thus deſponding, than at the pro- 
digious loſs they have ſuſtained, If you 
refuſe to comply with my deſires, I am 
ſure both my ſelf and my child will die, 
for both our lives depend on your reſo- 
lution. Saying theſe words, ſhe threw 
her arms round my neck, when ſhedding 
a flood of tears, I conjure you, ſaid ſhe, 
dear Sir, be tender of your own life for 
the ſake of your diſtracted family, by the 
dear remembrance of my tender aunt! 
you would envy her felicity, ſhould you 
wiſh her to be again among us. She 13 
poſſeſſed of never fading Bliſs; let us 
therefore make our ſelves worthy of ſhar- 
ing it with her, by our reſignation to the 
Divine Will. ; | 

I thought there was ſo much good ſenſe, 
and ſo great a ſubject for conſolation in 
this advice, and in what my fiſter and 
ſon added, that I deſired them to leave 
me, in order that I might give a ſcope to 
my reflections. Theſe were of ſervice to 
me, Formerly I ſhould have called phi- 
loſophy to my aid, but on this occaſion I 
had recourſe to the Goſpel, Its in- 
ſtructions, and my ſubmiſſion to the will 
of Heaven ſooth'd my affliction, and I 
_— to be ſomething eaſier in my mind. 
I then got up, went into my ſiſter's apart- 


ment, whither our ſon and daughter had 
followed 
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followed her. I am come, ſays I, to 
prove to you that your exhortations have 
not been in vain, Heaven has heard your 
groans, and has granted me the ſupport 
you granted me. I no longer bewail the 
death of my dear wife; but we will talk 
for ever of her virtue, her tenderneſs and 
ſweet diſpoſition, I exhort you all never 
to forget her, but to mention her often 
to me. I don't repine at the decree of 
Heaven, but beſeech it to ſupport me in 
this ſevere trial; and that, ſatisfied with 
my reſignation, God will pleaſe to ſupport 
us all in the ſeveral conditions he may 
pleaſe to allot us. Your obſervation was 
very juſt, dear daughter, when you told 
me that *twas envying my dear wife's fe- 
licity, to wiſh her again in this frail, ſub- 
lunary world. Let us firmly reſolve to 
ſubmit our ſelves on all occaſions to the 
will of Providence; for I am perſuaded 
that the more we reſign our ſelves, our 
tranquillity will be the greater. 

The fad ſolemnity of my dear wife's 
funeral being ended, I left the —_— 
the ſcene of my grief, for ſome time. We 
ſpent three weeks in another retirement, 
but my daughter-in-law expecting every 
day, we returned hither, and two days 
after ſhe was delivered of a Daughter. 


As 
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capable of receiving a ſtrong ſenſation 
of joy. Alas! dear daughter, ſays I, 
this letter is from Miſs Cecilia, daughter 
to Mr. R-—, whom you ſaw in France. 
*Tis fo, ſays ſhe ; how often have we cor- 
reſponded together ! is it poſſible for me 
to have forgot her perſon, and ſtill re- 
member her hand? | 

*T was a very long letter; Miſs Cecilia 
told me, that ſome Engliſh Lords travel- 
ling by B——, where ſhe and her mo- 
ther, her huſband and two ſons and a 
daughter, were at that time; ſhe heard 
them mention me, and the grief in which 
they had left me, by the unexpected death 
of Mrs. Clzveland. That ſhe was greatly 
ſorry for my having loſt ſo excellent a 
wife. She afterwards gave me a prett 

long account of the uſage ſhe had met with 
from the inhuman Giffard; declaring to 
me, that ſhe choſe to die rather than loſe 
her reputation; and that this villain, in 
the fury of his paſſion, had ſtabb'd and 
left her for dead, becauſe ſhe refuſed to 
ſatiate it. That meeting with immediate 
ſuccour, the effuſion of her blood was 
ſtopt; and that ſhe recovered ſtrength 


enough in a week, ſo as to be able to go to 


her mother, who was oppreſt with grief 
at the ſad murder of her huſband. At laſt, 
continued ſhe, my recovery and intreaties 


wrought 


— — 1 — A 7 2 by 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 285 


wrought ſo happy an effect on my mother, 
as to prevail with her to take the only re- 
ſolution which could be of advantage to 
us, in the then deplorable ſtate of the 
reform'd Church in France ; and this was, 
to ſell by inſenſible degrees, upon diffe- 
rent pretences, her lands, houſes, in a 
word, the greateſt part of her effects; to 
remit the monies to B—— whither we 
were determined to go. Every thing ſuc- 
ceeded to our wiſhes: and we had not been 
long in that city, before the Count of 
D—— thought fit to make me his wife. 
My ſpouſe and I are vaſtly happy in one 
another ; and I don't doubt but you will 
take as great a ſhare in my happineſs, as 
do in your ill fortune. My beſt reſpects 
to Mrs. Bridge and her charming daugh- 
ter, once my correſpondent; to her ſpouſe 
and their two children. You ſee, Sir, 
that I intereſt my ſelf in all that concerns 
you, and have made a very ſtrict enquiry 
into every thing. My kindeſt love to 
your two daughters, who, I hear, are ſweet 
children. *tis but two days ſince I heard 
of you, and till then did not know whether 
you were living. I beg the favour of an 
anſwer, in which you will pleaſe to give 
me an account of every thing that has 
happened ſince I was torn from you; and 
be aflured, that no one can reſpect you 
4 mor 
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more than I do. The reaſon why we did 
not fend to you during your abode at St. 
Cloud, after you was ſo happily reconciled 
with your dear ſpouſe, was, becauſe that 
both my mother and I were of opinion, 
that *cwas greatly for our intereſt, not to 
undeceive the publick with regard to their 
falſe opinion of my death; as this gave 
her a better opportunity to ſettle her af- 
fairs, and to ſucceed in our deſign of 
leaving France. Your moſt humble, Se. 
This letter gave me incredible pleaſure, 
and *twas no ſmall ſatisfaction to me to 
find, that ſhe had teſiſted the brutal fury of 
Giffard,; and had preferred death to the 
laſs. of her honour. I could not but be 
aſtoniſhed at the infamous account the je- 
ſuit had given of this virtuous woman's 
conduct. However, I was determined 
not to mention a word of this to Miſs Ce- 
cilia, but only to acquaint! her with th 50 
fate of that infamous wWretcc t. 
I pent ſome days id anſwering this h 
letter, and did dot conceal any of the ma- | 
terial things which had happened to me 
ſince father Giffard had carried her off; a 
moſt fatal day, ſince which I had not, till he 
naw, {et my eyes upon her. That wretch, 
ſaid I to her, was ſeas upon a miſſion in : 
England, by way of puniſhment for his - 
having ſtabbed you. When I my ſelf was 
0571 | - got 
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got into that Kingdom, and appointed a 
member of the Privy Council, I heard of 
this deteſtable miſcreant. Accordingly 
I viſited him in priſon, when he told me 
all that had happened to him ſince his 
carrying you off; as the murder of your 
father, his ſtabbing you, and his flight 
after that horrid action. Engaging after- 
wards in the troubles which the Papiſts 
excited in England, he at laſt was ſeized 
by order of Parliament ; and after exa- 
mining him, I told his Majeſty, that twas 
his intereſt to rid himſelf of that villain 
as ſoon as poſſible. Accordingly, the King 
had him poiſoned that very night, and I 
am overjoyed to find it has been in my 
power to revenge you, in ſome meaſure, 
of that villain. To conclude, I gave her 
a brief relation of all the reader has ſeen in 


theſe memoirs, and afſured her, that I 


ſhould have the higheſt eſteem for her ſo 
long as I lived, I concluded, with wiſhing 
her and her family an uninterrupted ſeries 
of proſperity, My Daughter-in-law wrote 
alſo a long letter to her, and begg'd her to 
renew a correſpondence which had given 
her ſo much pleaſure, The Counteſs 
(Miſs Cecilia) was greatly pleaſed with the 
offer, and theſe two amiable perſons 
write to one another very regularly. 
My dear wife died in 1684, on which 
| N occaſion 
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occaſion I took a firm reſolution never 
to engage any more in ſtate affairs. I 
had found ſo great an uneaſineſs in them, 
that J was abſolutely determined (the 
thought of which gave me the higheſt plea- 
ſure) to ſpend the remainder of my days 
in obſcurity, preferring it infinitely to the 
vain glitter of Courts. My friends uſed 
to write very often to me, and the accounts 
I received from them, confirmed me in 
my reſolution, There was ſo great a 
diviſion between the King and Parlia- 
ment, the Whigs and the Tories, that 
the parties were ſtil] in an open war. The 
Jeſuits, by their arts, animated them, and 
created feuds among families. My friends 
would have informed me of all things, 
but I earneſtly intreated them not to men- 
tion any particulars of that kind, I hav- 
ing made a vow never to engage again in 
publick buſineſs, 

The King invited me over and over to 
Court, aſſuring me again, that I ſhould 


be his confident; and that he ſtood in the 


eateſt need of my counſe], and would 
follow it in all points, firmly perſuaded 
of my fidelity and my good intentions to 
ſerve him. *Twas in the beginning of 
the year 1685, that his Majeſty himſelf 
wrote to me, on which occaſion he re- 


peated his deſire for me to come to Court. 
After 
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Aſter reading the contents of his let- 
ter. I thought that as I was born his 
ſubject, I could no longer refuſe his re- 
queſt. | 

Accordingly I reſolved to go for Lon- 
don, to know what commands his Ma- 


jelly had for me, leaving the care of m 


family to Mrs. Bridge and her daughter. 
During this my ſon travelled quite 
through England, the motive of which 
was unknown to me. | | 
I arrived in London, when the firſt thing 
I heard was, that the evening before, viz. 
Sunday the firlt of February 1685, the 
King being prevented from walking in his 
rden as uſual, upon account of a hurt 
in his leg, had been taken ill in his la bo- 
ratory, in which he took greater delight 
than became a ſovereign Prince. Being at 
the Dutcheſs of Poriſinouth's in the even- 
ing, he ordered ſome ſoop to be got for 
him; but finding it too ſtrong, he drank 
but little of it. His phyſician being ſent 
for, found him ſpeechleſs. The King 
was afterwards ſeized with an apoplectick 
fit; his face turn'd black, and his fea- 
tures were diſtorted. He then was blooded, 
when he recovered, but was ſo weak, that 
the phyſicians declared a ſecond fit would 
carry him off, Accordingly it ſeized the 
King on the Thurſday following, and the 
N 2 day 
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day after (February 6) he expired about 
noon. 

The inſtant I heard of his Majeſty's be- 
ing ſeiz'd in the firſt mentioned manner, 
I again deſired the Earl of R , at whoſe 
houſe I arrived very late, to order his ſer- 
vants not to mention my being there. I 
declared to him with what reluctance I had 
complied with the King's urgent ſolicit-- 
tions, and ſhewed him the letters. I told 
him I would wait ſome days, in order to 
know whether his Majeſty had a ſecond 
fit; but hearing of his death, I again in- 
treated the Earl not to take the leaſt no- 
tice of my being at his houſe. I left Lon- 
don the Friday following, and arrived at 
my country ſeat, and never once ſtirred 
out of it during all the attempts which 
were made, in the ſucceeding reign, to de- 


ſtroy the eſtabliſhed religion, and the con- 


ſtitution. King James having afterwards 
abdicated the Throne, and the Prince of 


Orange ſucceeding to it, I went to Court 


and paid my compliments. After this 1 
returned once more to my elegant ſolitude, 
which I could never be prevailed upon to 


quit; and there enjoy'd the moſt bliſsful 


tranquillity, after having been ſo long 
made the ſport of Forcune. 
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BOOKS printed for Tuo. AsTLEY, 
at the Rye over againſt the North 
Door of St. Paul's, London. 


THE HisTory of ENGLAND, as well 
Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, by Way of Que- 
ſion and Anſwer. Extractad from Mr. R a> 
PIN THoOYRAs, and the moſt eminent Hiſ- 
torians. Which gives a moſt particular and ac- 
curate Account of the Monarchy, the State, 
Government and Geography of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland: Alſo the Wars and Revoluti- 
ons that haye happen'd in theſe Kingdoms ; 
with an Account of the Conqueſts and Govern- 
ments of the Romans, Saxons, Danes and 
Normans in England: Likewiſe, a particular 
Hiſtory of each King, from the firſt Eftabliſh- 
ment in that Kingdom to his late Majeſty's 
Reign, To every King's Reign there isa moſt 
excellent Chronological Table prefixed, by 
which you may eaſily diſcern what Popes, Em- 

rors of the Eaſt and Weſt, Kings of France, 

c. have reign'd. It alſo gives an Account of 
the moſt eminent Men that flouriſh'd in each 
Reign: By what Means the Kingdom of Ire- 
land came to be dependant on the Crown of 
England : What Wars have happened in Ire- 
land and Scotland. It is a Book deſerving of 
a Place in the beſt Study; and yet is ſo eaſy 
and intelligible, that it will delight and im- 
prove the meaneſt Underſtanding to that De- 
gree, that even Children may become excel- 
lent Hiſtorians, and give a good Account of 
theſe Kingdoms, and the Government thereof. 
In a Pocket Volume. Price 25. 6 d. 
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BOOKS printed for Tao, ASTLEY. 


NOVELS. 


A Collection of Novels and Tales of the 
Fairies, Written by that celebrated Wit of 


France, the Counteſs D*Anois. Tranſlated 
from the French. The ſecond Edition, in 


three Volumes, 12mo. Price 7-s. 6 d. 

La Belle Aſſemblee: Being a curious Col- 
lection of very remarkable Incidents which 
happened to Perſons of the firſt Quality in 
France. Interſperſed with entertaining and 
improving Obſervations made by them on ſe- 
veral Paſſages in Hiſtory, both antient and mo- 


dern. Written in French for the entertain- 


ment of the King, and dedicated to him. By 
Madam de Gomez. In four Vol. 12mo. The 


third Edition, adorned with Copper-Plates, 


1732, | 

Secret Hiſtories, Novels, and Poems. In 
four Volumes, 12mo. By Mrs. Eliz. Hay- 
wood, Vol. I. Love in Exceſs; or the fatal 
— Vol. II. 1. The Britiſh Recluſe; 
or, ſecret Hiſtory of Cleomira, ſuppoſed dead. 
2. The injured Husband; or, miſtaken Re- 
ſentment. . 3. Poems on ſeveral Occaſions, 
Vol. III. 1. Idalia; or, the unfortunate Miſ- 
treſs. 2. The Surprize ; or, conftancy rewarded, 
3. Fatal Secret; or, Conſtancy in Diſtreſs. 4. 


Fantonomia; or, Love in a Maze. Vol. IV. 


1, The raſh Reſolve; or, the untimely Diſco- 


very. 2. The Maſqueraders; or, fatal Curi- 


ofity : Being the ſecret Hiſtory of a late amour, 
3. Laſſelia; or, the Self-abandoned. 4. The 
Force of Nature, or, the lucky Diſappoint- 
ment, The third Edition, 1732. 
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BOOKS printed for Tuo. As rIEv. 


The Works of John Sheffield, Earl of Mul- 
rave, Marquiſs of Normanby, and Duke of 
uckingham. Printed from the Quarto Edi- 
tion. In two Volumes 8vo, Price 12 5. 
Ovid's Metamorphoſes. In fifteen Books. 
Made Engliſh by Mr. Pope, Mr. Gay, Mr. 
Philips and others. - Adorned with Cuts. The 


third Edition, Publiſhed by Dr, Sewell. In 


two Vols, 12mo, Price 5 s. 6 d. 


Poems on ſeveral Occaſions. By Mr. John 


Philips, Student of Chriſt Church, Oxon. The 


fourth Edition, With the Author's Life, 12mo. 
Price 2 s. 6 d. 
The Diſpenſary: A Poem. In fix Cantoe's 
By Sir Samuel Garth. The ninth Edition, 
12mo. Price 1 s. 6 d. 
, — compleat Key to the Diſpenſary. Price 
The Works of Virgil. Tranſlated into En- 
liſh blank Verſe. ith large explanatory 
Notes, and critical Obſervations. By Joſeph 
Trapp, D. D. In three Volumes 12mo, 1731. 
Price 9 s. 

The Art of Engliſh Poetry: Containing, 
1. Rules for making Verſes. 2. A Collection 
of the moſt natural, agreeable and ſublime 
Thoughts, v:z. Alluſions, Similes, Deſcriptions 
and Characters of Perſons and Things that are 
to be found in the beſt Engliſh Poets. 3. A 
Dictionary of Rhimes. by Edward Bysſhe, 
Gent. The ſeventh Edition. 2 Vols. 12mo, 
Price 5 5, 


The 


BOOKS printed fir Tno. AsTLEY. 
Poems on ſeveral Occafions. By Mr. Joſeph 


Pomphret. The eighth Edition, To which 
are added, his Remains, and ſome Account of 
his Life and Writings, 12mo. Price 2 f. 
The Windſor Medley: Being a choice Col- 
lection of curious Pieces in Proſe and Verſe, 
that were handed about in Manuſcript, during 


the Stay of the Court at Windſor-Caſtle. The 


third Edition. Price 15. | 
- "England's Reformation (from the Time of 


King VIII. to the end of 02-25 Plot.) 


nr 
A Poem. In four Canto's, By "Th mis Ward. 
Two Vols. 12mo, 1719. Price 5 5. 6 4. 
+ Poems on ſeveral Occaſions. By S'cphen 


Duck, ſometime a poor Threſher in a Barn, 


in the County of Wilts, at the Wages of 4 5. 
6d. a Week. The ninth Edition. To which 
are added ſeveral Poems by the ſame Author, 
not in any of the former Editions. Alſo a Copy 
of Verſes from a Miller in Ireland to Stephen 
Duck, 8vo. 1733. Price 6 4. 

The Tamiad, an Herojzck Poem, in fix 
Canto's, 1733. Price 1 5. 


The Mock Lawyer, a Ballad Opera. By 


Mr. Philips. Price 1 5. 

The Choice: Being a Collection of the new- 
eſt and moft celebrated Songs. In three neat 
Pocket Volumes. Price 2 s. each. 

The Triumphs of LAve and Honour. A 
TOY By Mr. Cooke, 8vo, 1732. Price 
15. 6. d. | 
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BOGKS printed for Tuo. AsTLEY, 
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Sir Iſaac Newton's Tables for renewing and 
purchaſing of the Leaſes of Cathedral Churches 
and Colleges, according to the ſeveral Rates of 
Intereſt, with their Conſtruction and Uſe ex- 
plained. Alſo Tables for renewing and pur- 
chaſing the Leaſes of Land or Houſes. Very 
neceſſary and uſeful for all Purchaſers, but 
eſpecially thoſe who are any Way concerned 
in Church or College Leaſes. To which is 


added, by a Right Reverend Prelate, the Va- 


lue of Church and College Leaſes conſidered, 
and the Advantage to the Leſſees made very 
apparent. 'The fourth Edition. Price 1 s. 

A Compendium; or, Introduction to prac- 
tical Muſick. In five Parts. Teaching by a 
new. and eaſy Method, 1. The Rudiments 
of Song. 2. The Principles of Compoſition. 
3. The Uſe of Diſcords. 4. The Form of 
figurative Deſcent. 5. The Contrivance of Ca- 
non. By Chriſtopher Sympſon. With Addi- 
tions, The Examples being put in the moſt 
uſeful Cliffs. The ſeventh Editions. Prite 
2 5 

Clavis Commercii; or, a Key of Com- 
merce. Shewing the true M of keeping 
Merchants Books aſter the Italian manner of 
Debtor and Creditor. In 220 Propoſitions, 
containing moſt Caſes relating to Merchandize: 
With a practical Waſte Book, Journal and 
Ledger, and Directions how to ballance the 
Ledger, and transfer the Ballance thereof to a 
new Ledger. Deſigned for the Help and Aſ- 
ſiſtance of young Merchants, at the firſt En- 

trance 


BO OKS printed for Tuo. ASTLEY. 


trance on their Apprenticeſhip. By John 
Hawkins, of London, Merchant. The third 
Edition, corrected and amended. By John 
Rayner, Writing-Maſter, Price 3 s. 6 J. 
| Geil and Morgan's Pocket- Book of Roads, 
with their computed and meaſured Diſtances, 
and the Diſtinction of Market and Poſt Towns. 
To which are added, ſeveral Roads, and above 
00 Market Towns: A Table for the ready 
finding any Road, City or Market Town, and 


their Diſtance from London: A Sheet Map of 


England fitted to bind with the Book: And an 
exact Account of all the Fairs, both fixed and 
moveable, in alphabetical Order, ſhewing the 
Days on which they are held. By William 
Morgan, Coſmographer to their Majeſties 
The ſeventh Edition. Price 1. 6d. | 

An Abridgment of Mr, Locke's Eſſay con- 
cerning human Underftanding. . By ſohn 
Wynne, D. D. now Lord Biſhop of Bath 
and Wells, The third Edition,  2zmo, Price 
36. | 


